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in large flakes, over house and church-steeple, away to 
the farthest end of the little wind-swept city. From the 
west, too, wind-currents find their way easily through it ; 
that there is no stagnant air, and no close vapours, 
everywhere an openness, a skyey influence, and a 
?g8 of air all about, 
'ach it from the south — from the hills that 
and the traveller sees it set in a framework 
«5ea, and wood ; while the pilgrims of the 
"mounting their last hill, halted at an 
' '11 stands on the Hill of the King,^ 
Igiees at sight of the sacred spires, 
g "t length given them to behold 
^ flesh. Stand in the middle 
Andrew Bell was born in tte-ps of the sand-hills flashes 
the 27th of March 1753. 'ue of the bay-waves; you 
St Andrews is a place so f u. deep-blue sea, which is 
new and old, town and country; and infinite sky. Sky- 
tianity, that one or two words m looks ; while the town 
The traveller on reaching it «ees > 1®* down upon the 
fallen out of the ordinary trick — laP^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ of 
the common world, and that Jie has co 
lying place, — which cannot be judged ""^ ^^^ ^®®* 
standards we apply to villages, and towns, ^^perienced 
Such a cold stony hideousness of street, such a''^^®^^ 
of sky, alternately chills and depresses, or lifts and in- 
spires him. Old ruins, rising up bare and gaunt into 
the heaven, long reaches of monotonous street, quiet 
fields looking suddenly in upon the town, a bay of the 
most changeful hues — sometimes black as night, at 
other times of a blue as deep as the Mediterranean, or 

A 



.1- 
;r in 
. The 
.igh lati- 
-6 does not 
^-'Work-people 
^lem all abroad 
'light it up with 
traces of green and 
^iHlen the barred clouds 
^ho low sky, to touch with 
' ining into the beyond. In 
neet towards the west over 
lere and there rifts and open- 
liet lakes of soft light, in which 
.pression — the true symbol to the 
«ce that passes all understanding. '^ 
. of the streets, even now, is the 
' ith century. Knubbly and rough, 
'i)f a Continental town, they must have 
- 'still are, trying to the feet of the enthusi- 
•;;rim. Perhaps a cart slowly rumbles through 
_---uf them once an hour, and this serves to intensify 
the silence. Winds from the sea push in vast body or 
in sudden gusts along the wide avenues ; and when a 
storm sends the waves dashing into the rocky coves 
that line the Scores,^ the white thready foam is carried 

^ This word is a corruption of scar or ^caurs^ the old English 
word for a steep cul^away cliff. 
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in large flakes, over house and church-steeple, away to 
the farthest end of the little wind-swept city. From the 
west, too, wind-currents find their way easily through it ; 
so that there is no stagnant air, and no close vapours, 
hut everywhere an openness, a skyey influence, and a 
largeness of air all ahout. 

Approach it from the south — from the hills that 
hound it — and the traveller sees it set in a framework 
of river, and sea, and wood ; while the pilgrims of the 
middle ages, surmounting their last hill, halted at an 
iron cross which still stands on the Hill of the King,^ 
and, falling on their knees at sight of the sacred spires, 
thanked God that it was at length given them to behold 
the Divine with the eyes of flesh. Stand in the middle 
of the Links : between the gaps of the sand-hills flashes 
towards you the deep sunlit blue of the bay- waves ; you 
feel on a platform ringed with deep-blue sea, which is 
itself again ringed with an outer and infinite sky. Sky- 
bom of the sky the whole region looks ; while the town 
itself seems a heavenly Jerusalem let down upon the 
nether earth to teach a higher doctrine to the sons of 
men. 

The people are notoriously long-lived. You meet 
old men and women whom, from their experienced 
looks, you might judge to be well over a hundred; 
and exhausted constitutions of seventy come here, re- 
new their youth, enjoy their lives, and hold on happily 
till ninety. It is the strong dry air, the absorbing 
exercise of golf, the play of social amenity, that hft 
them out of depression and senility. For here there 

^ Balrymout. 
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are traditions of culture and civility that have been 
passed on from century to century, and the influence 
of which leavens the social life and moulds the social 
manners. Here are more than a thousand years of 
Christianity; and the visible symbols of it, in tower 
and steeple and window, catch the eye at innumerable 
points. Tliere are three distinct layers — the Celtic, the 
Koman, and the modern Protestant Christianity. The 
Celtic layer is represented by the leaning square tower 
of St liegulus, of the simplest form, but the most stem 
and solid character. The Eoman layer is represented 
by the ruins of the Abbey, and the lovely window of 
the ancient monastery of the Blackfriars. While the 
Protestant — not constructive or architectural in any way 
— has raised for itself a number of the ugliest little 
chapels that even a Scotch town can boast of. But 
these traditions of Christianity and culture have left 
their mark most deeply on the character of the inhabit- 
ants. A sweet naivetS permeates the place. 

** One reverence still the untainted race inspires ; 
God their first thought, and after God their sires ; — 
These last discerned Astrasa's flying hem, 
And Virtue's latest footsteps walked with them.** 

Clergyman, soldier, professor, physician, landowner, chim- 
ney-sweep, carpenter, ploughman, farmer, and tax-gatherer 
mix upon equal and brotherly terms, and each is always 
on the look-out to oblige his neighbour. Exclusiveness 
is neither known nor understood. On this happy plateau 
the schism of classes has never existed, but every man 
walks in a kindly atmosphere of neighbourliness and 
goodwill The clack of disputing tongues, the appeal 



1^ 
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1 TinBym pathetic and niftttet-of-faet law, the impu- 

a of evil motives, — these things, ao common in the 

iHer towns of Scotland, are never heard of iu St 

Lndrewa. Here might Astwea Eedux take lodgings for 

! 8ea-hathing of the summer months, and send her 

s and girls to the aehoola and colleges for the winter. 

t ia true there are religious sects, but these exist chiefly 

c the sake of friendly discussion, and the generous 

Jvalry of doing good. Episcopalian and Preabyte- 

, Churchman and Dissenter, frequent each other's 

lurches, and " fill " each other's pulpits, and are eager 

lothing but the promotion of the constant Gospel of 

arist. Perhaps the old Eomun Catholic form of Chria- 

initj is most weakly represented here. It has only 

ttie adherent, and he is a minor official of the town. 

But then his chief is an archbishop, and this does a 

Eat deal more than make up. Besides an archbishop, 

we have also a bishop — the distingfiished nephew of the 

lasting poet Wordsworth. In addition to a bishop and 

an archbishop, the Presbyterian part of the community 

has also a city clergyman, who, to be in harmony with 

the general quaintneas of the place, is known to fame 

and to both worlds as "the Country Parson." 

Two great interests share the life of the place — the 
University and Golf. The University is far from lai^'e, 
but it can boast of more famous men in proportion to 
its size than any other university in Great Britain. 
The quadrangle of St Mary's College has a quiet love- 
liness which attracts every one, and reminds the visitor 
of the Clarendon Press quadrangle at Oxford ; and the 
steeple of the United College Chapel is of a simple 
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beauty and perfect proportion unsurpassed — and not 
often equalled — by that of any piece of architecture 
either in England or on the Continent. The professors 
live — when they can — an enviable life of quiet study ; 
and between them and the students the pleasantest 
relations subsist. Hundreds of men look back upon 
their academic days at St Andrews as by far the 
liappiest in their lives. There they He, far back in 
the happy fields of memory, a part of heaven rather 
than of earth, but every now and then carrying into 
the noise and hurry of the crowded street a wave of 
calm, a peace that hallows and soothes the fevered 
nerves, the bounding emotions, or the surging brain. 
Golf is, however, the more permanent staple of the 
place. It is to golf that Andrew Bell most probably 
owes his moral education. Statements we print, morali- 
ties we utter, which the child learns by " heart " and 
repeats, have probably no effect whatever on the char- 
acter; for there is no tertium quid, no mediating in- 
fluence, by which they can cross over to the habitual 
thoughts and daily actions of a person ; and it is these 
thoughts and actions that go to mould the coming man. 
But golf is in itself an education. It is an education of 
the highest value. It embodies and carries into practice 
one of the noblest arts — the art of living a good and 
healthy life. It trains to attention, to concentration, 
and to tranquillity. The player takes his stand in a 
condition of perfect balance : every power of body and 
mind, of nerve and muscle, is braced up, rallied to 
point, under the guidance of a single eye ; the weapon is 
swung easily at the full stretch of the arm ; it is slowl}*- 
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lifted, describes the largest possible circle, and descends 
with a concentration of sweep and force upon the ball, 
the whole ball, and nothing but the ball. The reflex 
action upon the consciousness of the player of a good 
stroke is probably more healthy and complete than 
any sense of virtue to which human mortal can in this 
life attain. The maxims : No zeal or hurry ; act upon 
the largest circle; have a single eye; mind and body 
in perfect balance and free swing ; the longest leverage 
you can find in your favour; never take your eye off 
your purpose, — these are surely as good maxims for 
living as any moral philosopher has yet been able to 
lay down. This presence of the maximum of thought 
with the minimum of anxiety, — this absolute freedom 
from care — this absorbing tranquillity, — approaches more 
nearly to the Greek idea of ataraxia than anything 
we possess in modem times. It is therefore the best 
preparation for the highest thinking — for that which 
is not to be attained by importunity and improJma 
labor, but which comes, if it comes at all, as a 
heaven-sent gift : — 

** Und wer nicht denkt 
DeTTi ist sie beschenkt 
Er hat sie ohne Sorgen." 

That some golfers do not rise to the highest heights 
of human perfection is no argument against the splendid 
qualities of the game, but only a proof that these players 
are men of arrested development — have been content 
with a mean, have considered it as a finality, and have 
never looked beyond. But in a world like this, the 
chief object in self-education should be to connect all 
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we do with the intellectual and moral growth of the 
soul, and to remember with the pious George Herbert, 
how — 

*' The man that looks on glass 
On it may stay his eye ; 
Or, if he pleaseth, through it pass, 
And then the heaven espy/' 

There are few more perfect systems of gymnastic for 
mind and body than the game of golf. 

Bell's father was a barber in the city. This noble 
profession has dwindled much since the time when 
Henry VIIL presented a charter to the barber-surgeons 
of his day. The schism which is the fate of human 
things, and which, on one side, is nowadays dignified 
with the title of " division of labour " (whereas it should 
be called monotony and restriction of labour), has over- 
taken the barber - surgeon. The surgeons have gone 
inside the head, have penetrated into the inner secrets 
of the human body ; the barbers have been content to 
remain outside. Alexander Bell was, however, far more 
than an ordinary barber of the present day. His was 
an architectonic calling : he did not cut hair, he built 
hair. He was often to be met in South Street — the 
wide, tree-lined, and majestic street which stretches 
from the West Port to the Priory, and worthily the 
pride of St Andrews — carrying on each hand an elab- 
orate and highly dressed wig, carefully apart, so that no 
collision might disarrange their form or dispel their 
powder. This was in the morning : and, after fitting 
one professor with his wig, he would sit down and 
breakfast with him, and then away to another professor 
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with his wig, and he would sit down and breakfast 
with hiniy — "his appetite" says Southey, "like his 
mouth " (and his mind also) " being of remarkable and 
well-known capacity." This extensive appetite, which 
was moral as well as physical, his son Andrew seems to 
have inherited. Alexander Bell belonged to what is 
known as the higher classes. He and his wife were 
the first persons in the city to introduce the drinking of 
tea, — they possessed a tea-service of china ; he was him- 
self bailie of the city (and in that capacity at one time 
put down a furious meal -mob by his own personal 
weight); and he was in the habit of assisting Dr 
Walker, the professor of natural philosophy, in the pre- 
paration of his experiments. 

Dr Bell was descended, on the mother's side, from a 
Captain Cavalie, of the Horse Grenadier Guards, who 
came over to England with William of Orange, and 
settled in St Andrews as a wine merchant. His mother 
had in her blood a strain of insanity, which in later 
years developed itself into mania and suicide. Andrew 
was the second son. At the age of four some friend 
gave the little boy a penny, upon receiving which he 
seized on one of his brother's books, set off to school, and 
offered his penny as his quarter's fee. Those were the 
days when a large part of school education consisted of 
flogging, and by far the greater majority of teachers be- 
lieved and acted upon the dogma, " Nihil in intellectu 
nisi prius in sensu." They were as thorough enemies 
of the a jpriori as Locke himself : it was the contrary 
method they preferred and employed ; it was the other 
end of a child's being to which they appealed. Dr 
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Bell himself used to say, " I never went to school with- 
out trembling. I could not tell whether I should be 
flogged or not." And Mr Southey adds : " Schools 
were everywhere conducted in those days upon a 
system of brutal severity, which never ought to liave 
existed ^ except when the master happened to be a 
man of singular humanity" — a sentence of curious 
and extraordinary significance. 

Little Bell did not know much, but what he knew, 
he knew thoroughly, and never forgot. This he achieved 
by not trusting to his memory — I mean to the will- 
memory. His verbal memory was so weak that h(3 
never could get correctly by heart a single rule in his 
Latin syntax, but he could apply the rule with perfect 
judgment. His reasoning and inquiring powers were 
always active and at work ; and, while still a cliild, he 
wrote a little book of arithmetic for himself. He left 
Hcliool with a fair knowledge of Latin, and no Greek. 

In the year 1769, Andrew Bell, then at the age of 
sixteen, was matriculated as a student of the United 
("ollege of St Salvator and St Leonard's. Though the 
youngest pupil in the mathematical class, he rose to 
be the head of it; and he also distinguished himself 
in several other classes in his college. He eked out 
the bursaiy he held, and his other scanty resources, by 
private teaching. He was ready to teach anything at a 
few hours* notice, for he could always, as he said, pre- 
pare over- night for the lesson of the next day; and thus 
what he had to teach he acquired as he went along. 
So simple is the art of teaching, so near does it lie to 
every man who chooses to take it up. I remember 
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meeting in Washington the head of a famous American 
college for ladies, who assured me she " could teach 
anything, if she had the books." 

Of all his studies, mathematics and natural phil- 
osophy were his favourites, and in the latter he even 
rose to the stage of original inquiry. To this he re- 
mained true through life ; and his master, Dr Wilkie, 
the Professor of Natural Philosophy, told him that he 
" never knew a man fail of success in the world, if he 
exceUed in one thing." 

This Dr Wilkie was a remarkable man. He was a 
clergyman, a professor, a poet, an agriculturist of deep 
insight, and a political economist. He came of a family 
so poor that, when his father died, he had to borrow 
money to bury him ; and so hard, that when he asked 
his uncle for a loan of £10 for the funeral expenses, 
that gentleman declined. He was never able to rid 
himself of a perpetual feeling and gruesome conscious- 
ness of the horrors of poverty. He used to say, "I 
have shaken hands with poverty up to the elbow, and 
I don't want to see her face ever again." In agricul- 
ture his rule was deep ploughing and plenty of manure, 
clean ground, and 'rich feeding for it. He went about 
the back streets of the town picking up, says Southey, 
'* dead cats, dogs, and horses, for the purpose of giving 
them, not decent burial, but profitable interment." He 
studied the qualities of different soils, gave good wages 
to his servants, and raised better crops than any of his 
neighbours. But the thoughtful man, though rewarded 
by nature, was overreached by his fellow-men, and he 
was "always cheated in the market." 
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Constantly fighting with poverty, but determined to 
make his own way in the world, ho came to the conclu- 
sion, after long and careful thought, that the best way 
of promoting his interests was to write an epic poem. 
This would be fame, and fame was then the road to 
wealtL Philosophy would find few readers ; theology 
or a volume of sermons would either have roused bitter 
suspicion, or have met with total neglect; a tragedy 
from a minister of the Kirk woidd have been a scandal ; 
a novel ho would have liked to write, but he could 
hardly found upon a novel a just claim to preferment : 
an epic poem — and nothing else — it must bo. Even 
when this point had been settled, there came the 
miseries of choice — he had to look out for a sub- 
ject ; and ho was again burdened with " the weight of 
too much liberty." He at length chose the Second War 
of Thebes as his subject, and he called his poem " The 
Epigoniad." 

While engaged in the " composition " of his epic, he 
tilled the ground with his own hands, gave or found 
employment for the poor, took care of his sisters (who 
would have sunk into indigence but for him), preached 
for neighbouring ministers — but always extempore — 
and pursued his own physical studies. His adviser was 
an old woman. Like Moli^re, he employed her as the 
test of his verses ; and if any line displeased or failed 
to strike her, he altered, retouched, and recast it, until 
at length it succeeded in conquering her approbation. 
This old woman, Margaret Paton, is probably the only 
person who ever read the whole poem. He had many 
other virtues and peculiarities. The potatoes he pro- 
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duced were so good, that he was known as the potato- 
minister; he generally preached with his hat on, and 
often forgot to pronounce the blessing at the close of 
the service; he chewed tobacco; he was fond of re- 
ceiving medical advice — which he constantly disputed, 
and generally rejected; he preferred to sleep under 
four-and-twenty blankets; and he ardently longed for 
the power of "firmly believing in all the doctrines of 
Christianity." 
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CHAPTER II. 

AMERICA. 

To return to Andrew Bell. He passed through the 
classes of the college with considerable success; and, 
seeing no prospect of remunerative labour in his native 
city, he began to cast his eyes over the world. The 
colonies attracted him most, and by accident an offer 
came to him from Virginia. He accordingly went to 
Glasgow, and embarked for America at the age of 
twenty. He was there for seven years, of which there 
is little or no record. In 1774 he was engaged as 
private tutor, at a salary of £200 a-year (paid some- 
times in money, sometimes in tobacco, and sometimes 
not at all), in the family of a Mr Carter Braxton, a 
merchant of West Point, Virginia. But in addition 
to teaching, Andrew Bell found time to engage in com- 
mercial transactions of various kinds — his dealings being 
chiefly in American currency and tobacco. 

He left Virginia in March 1781. Mr Braxton 
thought so well of him, that he intrusted his two sons 
to his care, to be " taken to Europe," — that is, to Great 
Britain, — and there " to be fixed at some genteel 
academy.'' Bell had made, in the course of his seven 
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years' residence, a sum between £800 and £900. On 
the day of sailing lie was lucky enough to catch a sight 
of the Marquis de la Fayette and his family, who, 
he says, " had just arrived at York to command the 
army destined to storm Portsmouth, where was General 
Arnold." He passed the English and French fleets, 
who were just preparing to engage. His voyage was 
miserable and unfortunate in every way; and before 
it was over he suffered shipwreck. The ship ran 
aground — was fiUing with water, when at daybreak 
all of the passengers and crew managed to effect their 
escape to land. It was still winter; the ground was 
covered with snow ; the country (in lat. 45°) was un- 
inhabited; the shipwrecked party had to sleep in 
tents ; they were all wet to the skin night and day ; 
and things looked so depressing, that Bell thought 
it best to make his wilL He leaves 25,634 pounds 
of tobacco, and £10 sterling, which Mr Braxton owes 
him, to his father, Bailie Bell. To make things 
worse, sixteen of the crew — sexdecim sceleratissimi^ 
says Bell — agree to rob and plunder the passengers, 
and then to desert them. At last, however. Bell and 
his friends get away in a boat and reach Halifax, where 
they are well content — in spite of the fact that beef is 
" 9d. sterling per pound," and a turkey costs twenty- 
one shillings. At length, on the 10th of May, Bell and 
his pupils sail in the Adamant for London, and reach 
Gravesend on the 6th of June. 




CHAPTER Itll.^ 

L0ND0N-r*-8T ANDRBWJ^— UND LBITU. 

■ I \ 

Andrew BolK brought bis pupils /bo London, and they 
took lodgiiigs in Now Bond Stjreot. Whai was then 
called "equality " seems to have ^een their ciief end in 
life. Their oldest brother hadf had a run of eighteen 
montjls on the Continent, and nad, says Bell,; " returned 
quito the mai^ of fashion, possepsed of the grjifces.*' This 
fashion, and these graces, were I destined M6 give Bell a 
good deal of trouble. What with>/tne " unremitting 
kindness," as regards money, oi/Mv Braxton, the idle- 
ness and disobedience of tko lads, Mr Bell was at 
lengt^ obliged to giroyttp the work, and to send in 
his re^nation to thoir guardians. 

Turning "tiTs back upon London, he set his face 
towards Scotland. He travelled sometimes on horse- 
back, sometimes on foot, sometimes by stage, and some- 
times by a local waggon. He seems to have kept a 
journal of what he saw and heard, — fragments of which 
still exist. Among other things, ho mentions that at 
Grantham he " supped at the Angel with an Israelite ; " 
that in the county of Durham he found "monstrous 
conversation, but savouring of Scottish, as in York- 
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hire ; " that he is always dropping things on the road 
-" on the first day my penknife, on the second a hand- 
erchief, on the third a nightcap, and on the fourth 
ly glass;" that, T^hen he arrived in Scotland, some 
i of some of the towns did not smell agreeably ; 
ad that at Fallowden, he got good green tea at break- 
jat, which cost sixpence; while "at Greenlaw it was 
ightpence." At length he reached EdinbuigK He 
mt his cards round to his friends ; and in the hyper- 
olical language of the period, Mr and Mrs Peter re- | 
amed " their most affectionate and friendly compli- 
jnte to their much esteemed Mr A. Bell," and were 
incapable of expressing their delight" that he was 
their neighhouihood again. After two days in 
idinbnrgh, he " arrived in the dark at St Andrews, ; 
i not known by loamma" (his mother), 
lew stay at St Andrews was not nncheckered , 
f events, A quarrel arose between himself and a Mr 
!iookenden, an English student at the University. A 
ballenge followed. The conibatiwits met on the Witch 
a rising ground which looks over the broad bay, 
way to a long stretch of sands, a breadth of moorland, 
a to the lovely hills of Forfarshire ; and all pre- 
iriea had been duly arranged. Mr Bell was short- 
ig^ted, and at the same time very eager, and when the 
) given, he poured his fire into the seconds. 
t burst of laughter followed. The seconds took advan- 
i of the good-humour to bring aboat a reconcilia- 
1, and a pleasant dinner followed. 
Mr Bell thonght as highly of a good dinner as Dr 
fohnson. He stayed during Christmas with his father's 
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frieiiil, Mr DempBtor of Dunnichen, and records in bin 
diiiry how he nte of an " eal three feet long, and nim- 
inches round;" and that the "doily faro is grouee, roaat- 
lieef, gibliits, tripo, Boup, oyatere, etc., etc; strong beer 
by Hunter, twonty-two years old, most excellent. ThreH 
wines — bravo I " 

yoon after thia his two American pupils were sent 
down to St Andrews by order of their father. Here 
Mr Bell eould take a firm hold of thoni ; and he entered 
them at the United College, made them rise at five, 
and forced them to work hard at languages and sciences. 
He himself rose at four. In July 1783, tlie tutor and 
his pupils were attacked with an endemic sore throat, 
which had been travelling all over Europe. Bell was 
much the worst; but he was tenderly nursed by his 
friend Mr ISerkeley (afterwards a prebendary of Can- 
terbury), a son of the great ISisJiojj Berkeley, For 
three days Bell was unable to swallow anything ; but, 
says Mr Berkeley, "under God, a poached egg saved 
BeU's life." 

The young men did very well at college. One of 
them gained a prize for an essay on the " Immortality 
of the Soul," a subject wliich, owing to its complete 
freedom from data and exemption froia the ordinary 
rules of argument and methods of inquiry, is a stand- 
ing favourite with Scottish students. 

The father did not write mucli, and sent money still 
seldomer. Mr Boll, who had only a salary of £40 a- 
year — paid uncertainly — bad to write often and again ; 
" It is scarcely possible for me to express my astonish- 
ment at your aUence." He goes on to say that he is 
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^^ptaployed " day aud night in the flervice of your sons ; " 
HPtat he "takes from his usual hoiirs of rest," and yet 
liis fees are "not anything like the usual reward of 
inere boys who are employed as tutors," Besides, 
Mr Bell has to lie " every hour in the day with them," 
to prevent their extraTagance from ruining them. The 
boys kept a " servant out of livery," but Mr Bell him- 
self was not paid. 
^m Bell now began to take mathematical pupils. His 
^H^t pupil was a nephew of Mrs Dempster's j but 
^BFthe young man, going into the county of Angus, was 
^^"nt into a damp bed," and died of rheumatic fever. 
He, however, succeeded in at length collecting eight 
pupils ; but the receipts were not satisfactory. He 
now thought of returning to Virginia, and wrote to 
Mr Braxton ; " What prospects may I indulge " — this 
was the epistolary manner of the period — " from 
a revieitation to Virginia! Any academies erected 1 
Any encour^ement in the line of the Church 1 Shall 
I come out in holy orders 1 What is now the mode of 
obtaining them in America 1 Can they be come at 
with youl" He was wdling to do anything; but 
"the line of the Church" and holy orders that are "to 
be come at " strike one aa a reminiscence of the days of 
currency and tobacco. 

An event now occurred which turned the whole 
stream of his esietence. A general election was at 
hand. The St Andrews burghs had to return a 
member to Parliament ; and the constituency consisted 
y of tho town -councillors of the burghs.' The 
■ Unlike the Spartan virtue of theae moilern days, the town- 
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rival candidates were Mr Dempster of Dunnichen and 
a Mr Campbell, of the family of Breadalbane. Every 
engine of private and secret persuasion was put in 
motion ; every kind of human weakness was appealed 
to; and most of the voters had been got at through 
their pockets. All the town-councillors had pledged 
themselves to the one or to the other candidate with 
one exception; and it so happened that an exactly 
equal number had pledged themselves on both sides. 
The councillor who had refused to give any promise 
was Bailie Bell. With him virtually lay the whole 
power of electing. He was approached in every pos- 
sible way; and at length the Breadalbane candidate 
went so far as to offer him £500 for his vote — a large 
sum in those days. The honest bailie sternly declined, 
and gave his vote for Mr Dempster. The new member 
was profuse in his thanks, and promised to take a 
fatherly interest in his son. 

Bell now resolved to enter the Church of England. 
By the aid of his friend Berkeley he obtained an intro- 
duction to Dr Porteus, the Bishop of Chester, by whom 
he was ordained. Soon after this, a vacancy occurred 
in the Episcopal Chapel at Leith. Bell went there to 
preach ; the congregation was satisfied ; and he was en- 
gaged at a salary of fifty guineas a-year to act as curate. 
This salary was afterwards raised to £70. 

Not long after this appointment, he was offered a 
situation as tutor to a son of Lord Conyngham, who 
was intended for Parliament or for diplomacy. He was 

councillors were not impervious to argument, if conveyed in a 
manner sufficiently weighty. 
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■■not only to toach the usual subjects, but also to direct 
1 political studiea of the lad; and on this occasion 
I Mr Dempster ■wrote to him that " the old prOTerb, 
ISoTiMty is the lest policy, is worth Montesquieu, Bol- 
Pingbroke, and De Lolme, all put together," There is 
always a populous school of " poHtical thinkers " who 
fdeal largely in genera! statements and major premises; J 
I but they are not very happy or helpful in fitting every- ' 
K.day oircmnstflnoes and actual cases to their wide and I 
(loose maxims. Honesty is not only the best policy, it I 
8 the necessary condition of the most moderate success, I 
agreement with Lord Conyngham was, however, k 
Jpever carried out; and Sir Dompster now urged Bell totl 
3 to India, to lecture there on natural philosophy, and ' J 
a do work " in the way of tuition." 
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INDIA. 



Andrew Bell, now Dr Bell (his University, witli 
thoughtful generosity, had given him an M.D.), sailed 
from the Downs for India on the 21st of February 
1787 with £128, 10s. in his pocket; and on the 2d 
of June his ship reached Madras. His destination was 
Calcutta ; hut the committee for establishing a Military 
Male Orphan Asylum at Madras, believing they saw in 
I)r Bell " a person eminently qualified to superintend 
the education of children," asked him to stay in that 
city, and he accordingly cut short his journey. 

Here promotion and appointments flowed in upon 
him all at once. Between August and October of that 
year he obtained one chaplainship to a regiment and 
three deputy-chaplainships — all offices with little work 
but certain pay ; and he began also to give courses of 
lectures, which were very successful. Those were th(» 
days in India of the pagoda tree ; and his first course of 
lectures brought him in the slim of 972 pagodas, or 
£360. The lectures even became the rage with the 
ladies of the town ; and one correspondent writes that 
"the ladies are determined to encounter every incon- 
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for fasliion's sake." He redelivered his lectureB | 
Calcutta, aiid there too with great success. Mean- 
■hile another deputy-chaplainship came iu, " being the 
:th appointment conferred upon him in litUo more 
n a year and a half." Mr Southey goes on to point 
■■out, tliat "at this time Dr Bell partook largely of the 
hleaain^ of pluralism. Beaiiles five deputy-chaplaiu- 
ahips, he held two full chaplainships ; and he waa also 
Huperiutendent of undertakers;" and the poet com- 
him to " Kehama, who was in eight places at . 
Most of these offices were sinecures, but all had 
lanes attached to them ; and the same abaorl 
genius which had combined teaching with dealings in 
tobacco and Aroerican curroncy, was here to push its | 
fortune in every possible or likely direction. 

En 1789 lie heard from St Andrews the news of his 
ither'a death — " the death," ho says, " of as good a 
ither, and as just and upright a man, aa ever lived." 
The unpaid American tobacco began now to trouble 
He wanted to provide for hia orphaned sisters, 
id it was advisable to look up every resource in his 
He wrote to Mr Braxton and other friends the 
loat earnest letters, pointing out " the many sacrifices 
le of everything dear and valuable, — of youth, health, 
fortune," to his pupils ; but no answer ever came 
I any one. The fact is, the Braxtons had been 
led by the Revolution ; all theii property in Virginia 
loat, and Bell's along with it. In spite of this, bis 
ess in India was so rapid and so great that he soon 
tt himself able to settle an annual allowance upon his 
y unmarried sister. As " the chaplain was the per- 
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BOD bj whom funerale wore furnisheU, and the under- 
taker was his functionary," tha dpjith of Europeans in 
Madras was a source of considerable gain to hira. He 
had an allowance of one pagoda "on every acarf-funeral 
of twelve scarves, two of twenty, and three of fifty," — 
whatever a scarf -funeral may mean. But these are 
mysteries, known only to undertakers. Dr Bell, how- 
ever, very soon, aaya Southey, " gave up this branch of 
business." 

He wont on with liis lectures, which were always 
auccessful He showed original power, too, in natural 
pluloBophy, and was the first man who ever made ice 
in India, as well as the first to make and flout a balloon. 

The Orphan Asylum in Madras now began to take 
visible form and existence, A deserted fort, called 
Egmore Redoubt, in an open an<l healthy situation, was 
selected for the purposes of the Asylum, and fitted up 
for the reception of the children. Dr Bell, whose heart 
was in this work, declined to receive any solary as 
superintendent, though the duties of this office were 
much heavier than those of all his chaplainships put 
together. The Asylum was supported not only by 
voluntary subscriptions, but also by the fines imposed 
for drunkenness in the army. The boys — known as 
" blue boys " — were the sons chiefly of European fathers 
and Indian mothers ; and they were to be instructed in 
reading, writing, and arithmetic. Tliey were not allowed 
to have any intercourse with their " maternal relatione." 
All seemed to be going well, except that the teachers in 
" ' vlum had no knowledge of their duties, and no 
love for them j and to add to Dr licll's diifi- 
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iilties, oa soon a^ an assistant had grown qualified for -1 
lis work in school, lie very soon discovered that he [ 
lad also hecome qualified for situations where the salary I 
18 much higher and the work far less irksome, 
all's temper was quick and even rampant ; and ii 
B attempts to introduce improvementa, he waa met hy I 
the silent unBy]iipa.thy, or by the quiet opposition, of "I 
e of the masters. He waa much discouraged. 
One morning, in. the course of his early ride along J 
he surf-beaten shore of Madras, he happened to pass 1 
. Malabar school, which, as was usual with Indian 
chools, was held in the open air, He saw the little 
shildten writing with their fingers on sand,'- which, after I 
s fashion of such schools, had been strewn before I 
!m for that purpose. He turned his horse, galloped 
lome, shouting, " Heureka ! Heureka ! " and noTi 
ieved that he at length saw his way straight before 

He at once gave orders to the usher of the I 
oweat elaasea to procure a board and some fine sand, ; 
md to teach the alphabet to the youngest children 
Kith this apparatus. The usher declared it waa 
Bsible. Here was a dead wall ; but Dr Bell ha 
i&t a contempt for the word " impossible " as H 
m himself. A difficulty with him was simply a call I 
r new resource ; an impossibility was a sign that he 
was juat about to break into a rich vein of ore. The ] 
despair of the usher — the " imposaibility " of his task, 
I fact — was the means of driving Dr Bell upon what I 
e called his " great discovery " in education. Finding 
lat nothing waa to be expected from any of his assist- 
' See John viii. 6. 
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ants, ho resolved to employ a little boy to carry out 
his plans. He had long noticed a bright little fellow 
called Johnnie Frisken, the son of a private soldier; 
and it is this little boy who is the conier-stone of a 
"system" which seemed at one time destined to edu- 
cate the children of the three kingdoms. Little Frisken 
carried out with the greatest ease the impossibility that 
had been too much for the powers of the usher. Other 
boys were soon selected : and very soon John Frisken 
was appointed superintendent of these monitors and their 
classes — superintendent, in fact, of the lower part of 
the school. " His little friends " were both eager and 
faithful ; and tliey were amply rewarded by a smile 
from the Doctor, or sufficiently punished by a frown 
from his bushy black eyebrows. The plan of making 
one boy teach others gradually spread throughout tlio 
the school : and the result was progress, contentment, 
and happiness. Gradually the whole of the teaching 
work fell into the hands of the boys ; and, so far aa 
instruction went, the master and his assistants were 
practically superseded. Every boy was either a master 
or a scholar, and "generally both;" and the utmost 
harmony reigned among the white and the blue boys. 
The blue boys learned to be straightforward, and to 
give up the tricks and wiles which they had acquired 
from their native mothers ; and Dr Bell conceived the 
large ambition "to alter the character of a race of 
men." 

Dr Bell now started an orderly book, and, most 
characteristically, the first entry made in it " conveyed 
a reprimand to the schoolmaster." Mr Harvey was 
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Bsired to pny more attention ; and filr Harvey did not i 
:e it. Every tisher, in every part of hia work, was 
moniBhed in a similar manner. The ushers did not 
dish it any more than the head-master. One usher 
as particularly vicious. He bit tlie fingers and 
Inched the ears of the little hoys : and another hail 
ren dared to speak rudely to Dr EeU in the presence 
( the boys tliemselves. 
At length the head-master resigned. He gave as his 
nson that he found biniaelf incapable of executing the 
tties, or supporting the fatigues, of his office of school- 
aster. "What duties do you speak of?" "Almost 
■ery duty," was the reply, "What fatigues^" con- 
inued Dr BelL "The fatigues of tlie mind." Hin 
lation was accepted Friaken was now eleven 
i of ago, and had a third of the whole school 
Elder his care. 
It was not easy to fill Mr Harvey's place. There 
great choice of teachers in Madraa. Mr Holmes, 
clerk in the Adjutant-General's Office, applied for it ; 
id in his letter of application to Dr Bell, mentions 
tat Le had heard " that you was a very odd kind of a 
Bntleman, and very fond of abusing and quarrelling 
ith the teachers, when they were not even in the least 
lult imaginable." Dr Bell turned his eye upon another 
(ndidate, the Rev. Charles William Piezold, from the 
fniversity of W^tttenherg. But Mr Piezold was just as 
aif as Mr Holmes. His wife stood in the way. He 
Tites to Dr Boll that, as " a man of family, he must 
l»olutely accommodate himself to the humours and 
lispositions of Mrs Piezold, to her liking and disliking, 
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pleasing and not pleasing ; " and he goes on to say that 
he " showed Dr Bell yesterday the most perspicuous 
marks of my being entirely incapable to succeed in the 
room of Mr Harvey." ** You see, dear sir, this is sin- 
cerity, this is open-heartedness." 

But now at length Dr Bell, whose health, owing to 
worry and the climate, was not so good, began to think 
of returning to Europe. The climate, the dryness and 
clearness of which he at first enjoyed, began to afifect 
his health in 1794. Ho had been very happy in India; 
and he had rendered his " system " complete in all its 
details. Mr Dempster writes to him to "bring back 
a good constitution and £10,000;" and, tiring of the 
eternal fine weather and the sultry sun, his thoughts 
turned to the cooler air, the more varied climate, and 
the clouds and mists of his native country. He felt, 
too, that he had made his mark in India. " I think," 
he says, " I have made great progress in a very diffi- 
cult attempt, and almost wrought a complete change in 
the morals and character of a generation of boys." This 
was much. But his health would not permit him to 
remain ; and he wrote to a friend to find him a landed 
estate, " the purchase of which would bring liim in two 
or three hundred pounds a-year." 
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HOME AGAIN. 



Dr Bell left India on the 20th of August 1796, 
followed by the praises, the regards, and the regrets 
of everybody who knew him ; and he had, in addition, 
£25,935, 16s. 5 d. in his pocket. In his head he carried 
a new idea which he thought was destined to change 
the face of English society, to mould the rising genera- 
tion, to raise the Church to new and greater heights of 
power, and to promote the interests of the whole nation. 
On his voyage home his ship called at the Cape, and Dr 
Bell climbed Table Mountain, admired " the moss over 
the table, soft and moist as a sponge," and visited Con- 
stantia, where he found in the Calvinistic chapel " the 
candlestick and the sand-glass, like a Presbyterian 
Church." The sand-glass is forgotten, and its use has 
utterly perished. He called at St Helena, too, and "ate 
conger -eels at the Governor's garden — a rich fish." 
On the 28th of December he "took up a bucket of 
water and found it highly luminous when agitated ; saw 
distinctly the fiery particles, and poured them on the 
deck, where they shone for some time as well as in your 
hand." He arrived in London on the 7 th of February 
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1797, after a voynge of nearly six montliB. Wo can 
go round the world now in three. 

"Never waa I ho ohaniied witli an Engliah epriiig," 
ho writes to his friend Ocneral Floyd : " Scotland has 
no spring, and the daughters of the spring are bo 
enchanting." He goes on to say that he foare his Btis- 
coptibility to beauty is not ao quick as it once was. 
Tha English world was now his oyster, and the sword 
with which he waa about to ojien it waa hia " Export 
on tlie Madras Asylum." Thia Report he made up his 
mind to publish under the title of ' An Experiment in 
ICdiication, made at the Male Asyluia at ^ladras, sug- 
gesting a System by which a Scliool or Family may 
Teach itself under the Superintendonooof the Master or 
Parent. 

This Report was, in his belief, to be the seed of a 
slow-growing and mighty tree, from which generation 
after generation was to be fed, and under which they 
were to find shelter and shade ; and Dr Bell hoped tliat 
"by the end of next century it would be generally 
practised in Euiflpa" In one of his lettera to the 
printer, he aaya, " You will mack me for an enthuaiaBt ; 
but if you and I live a thousand years, we shall see 
this system of education spread over the world." In 
the meantime, however, his " bumble essay " is " not 
to be advertised in the London newspapers oftener than 
thrice in all ; " and these throe odvertiaomente were to be 
distributed over the 'Times,' the 'Sun,' and the 'Star' 
newspapers, the two latter of which have been long 
sunk in endless night. He sent copies of liia Report to 
the most influential persons in the kingdom — dukes, 



HOME AGAIN. 61 

ihbishops, tisbops, ami a large numLer of other 

Meanwhile lie bought some land ia DunifTiesshire, 
Fhich brought bim iu a rental of £610 a-year. 

Hia plana very soon began to make way in London. 
i Mi Watts, one of the trustees of St Botolph's, Ald- 
^te, " the oldest Protestant parochial school in London,' 
landed the Report to Samuel Nichols (the Mr in the case 
f teachers was always omitted at that period) the hea4- 
naster, who reported to the trustees that the System 
'inatructs the younger ones with more rapidity, because 
a the monitor they can read and spel! twice or thrice 
I the morning and afternoon, when to the master not 
lore than once." This was a beginning. The plan 
ras accordingly adopted in this school in 1798; and 
1 1803 Mr Nichols writes to Mr Watts in praise of i 
pother "idea" of Dr Bell's — the use of aand. He says: 
The sand I continue to use, it being the moat faeili- 
iting as well as the most saving method that ever was 
moeived," And he gives as an instance of ita efficacy 
le following case : " I had a boy, who is the duDeat, 
Baviest, and the least inclined to learning I ever had, 
cho, having for six moutlis past wrote upon sand, and 

i alternately and constantly whUe at school, ia now 
ble not only to spell every word, bnt can tell me many 
} ask bim where I will ; and he appears 
ow to have an inclination to learning, to which, when 
e first came, he had an utter aversion." The value of 
lis as an educational fact clearly lies in this: that 
rhereas the hoy had before this time been called upon 
lerely to imitate another person by threats and by 



1, his HeU-aotivity waa now agreeably roused into 
free play, and the movements of hia mind and finger 
were accompanied hy their natural modicum of pleasure. 
The little boy, in shorter words, liked "writing with 
a pen upon damp sand." 

The System travelled down to Kendal, and was taken 
up with enthusiasm by Dr Brigga, the mayor of the 
town. He started a school on the Madras System, and 
moat thoughtfully attached to it "a penny ordinary." 
'' The experiment of giving the children oecasioujil les- 
sons in geography was also made here, a set of maps 
having been presented to the school ; and with admirable 
reaults." Nearly eighty years after, the present writer 
has found schoob, both in London and Glasgow, where 
lessons in geography were given, but where a map was 
never either shown or seen. 

Dr Bell spent the winter of 1798-99 with his sister 
at Dumfries, so aa to be near his lately acquired pur- 
chases. He seems to have mixed a good deal in the so- 
ciety of the place, and, " towards the end of his aojoiim 
there, to have kept a carriage and horses, together with 
a coachman and footman." In August of 1 799 he went 
to Edinburgh, and officiated at the English Episoopal 
Chapel there— services which the congregation rewarded 
with a quantity of plate. 

Hia friends now began to think that Dr Bell had 
some intention of marrying. And Mr Dempster wrote 
him, that " it is the general opinion of all my female 
friends, that you could only hire ao dear a house, and 
keep a carriage, with a view to fascinate some coy 
damsel." Major Wight, another friend, wrote to 
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against what he calls "learned ladies." 
"They are" in Major Wight's opuiion, "most gen- 
erally deficient in that dehcacy yfd IcorrectnesB which 
render a woman most truly amiable.1 These specula- 
tions and suggeationa were, biaweverJaoon brought to 
a close by Dr Bell's marryinof 
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CHAPTER VI, 



L CODNTRT PARSON. 



In the year 1801, Dr Bell was preaeated to the Rectory 
of Swanage in DoreetBhiro — a living of more than 
£600 a-yeat. The pariah was a vory Biuall ona It 
contained about throe hundred families ; and there were 
three Roman Catholics and twenty Methodiste within 
its bounds. They were a quiet, eimple, primitive, 
kindly peopla Among the mora notahie iniiabitanta 
was Thomas Maxwell, a retired quarryman, a groat 
student of books, and the founder of a musical society 
in the place. Ho was the author of several books — one 
on mathematical geography; and his tombstone states 
tliat he " broke through the barrier to literature, and 
acquired a degree of knowledge which might have ranked 
him with the first philosophers of the age." The reason, 
given farther on, wliy lie was not in the first rank of 
philoso]>hers, is that he was a " child of solitude." He 
ie thus to be classed with those village Hampdens, 
mute inglorious Miltona, and others whom an unkind 
fate or " the force of circumstances " has prevented from 
doing very much either for mankind or for themaolvee. 
Another noteworthy family consisted also of quarry- 
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men. They were called Sticklond ; and several mem- 
bers of this family wore employed aa toachers in 
the Sunday-school " under the now ayetom." The 
salary for each of the two teachers in the Sunday- 
school was only fifteen shillings a-jear; this was. after- 
wards raised to twenty-six shillings : hut in the couiae 
of time the suhscriptions to the schools fell away en- 
tirely. In apite of the complete disappearance of his 
salary, John Stickland stuck to his post, and was not 
to be diseouE^d. He even provided the children 
with books at his own expense; and he inatnicted 
thom in aacred muaio, Dr Eell became a constant 
visitor at the Sunday-school, and was in the habit of 
going from class to class, asldng questions, throwing in 
hints, explaining passages, and in general making him- 
self an element of stir and revolution. The children 
looted a great deal more at the burly eager black- 
browed Scotchman than at their books ; and Mr Stick- 
land had now and then to request the doctor to " be 
pleaaod to pitch himself." In 1802, Dr Eell intro- 
duced his System; and his energetic efforts to make 
the little soholais understand and appropriate every 
even the minutest detail, are still a memory in the 
parish. "He hammered it into them," Mr Stickland 
used to say, "like a blacksmith on an anvil," 

Education, under the enthusiastic fostering of Bell, 
spread in the parish, until there were no fewer than 
thirteen day-schools in it, and throe Sunday-schools. 
The introduction of hia plans into one of the disorderly 
local schools was, he says, " like magic ; ordor and regu- 
lity started up all at once. In half an hoar more was 
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learned, and far better, tbau liad been done the whole 
day hefora A class which could only get one line 
to a loHson a fortnight ago, now gate eight : and all 
Bay their losBona well, and come on in like proportion. 
. . . They quit the achool at dismisHal with reluc- 
tance ; and thoy retnra before their time to renew the 
competition," 

But, while a bright day seemed to bo rising for the 
new ayatem, there were cIou<Ia and tempeeta in Dr 
Bell'a life which w<;ro dustroying bis domeBtic peace. 
Nothing is known of the nature of these " unhappy 
diasenflionB." No paper exists to lead or to mialciid 
us on tho subject. We do not know whether Dr Bell 
or hia wife wero " in fault," who waa moat to blame, 
or whether a fundamental incompatibility of dispo- 
aitioE prevented all chance of a kindly armngomcnt. 
A youthful bridegroom of forty-seven, who has had 
it all hie own way in India for twenty yonre, was not 
very likely to alter hia habits, or to tone down hia 
somewhat combustibla diBjioaition, after he had passed 
the age of fifty. The two aepamted finally in April 
1806, before they had l>een married six years. His- 
tory — this ftnd others — knows nothing of Agnes Bar- 
clay, her looks, her ways, her character, her hopes, her 
fears, or her aims — nothing at ' all except her name. 
And BO Mrs Bell diaappoars entirely from the scene with- 
out leaving behind her a single trace of her existence.^ 

' De Qainooy apponila tho following notn to hit essay on 8. T. 
Coleridge: "Moat men have tlieir enemies and col am n in tore ; 
Dr Bell had hia, who hapjionttl, tfttlier indecorously, to Iw hia wife 
— from whom he wna Icgnlly scpamteJ, or (ub ia Scotch liiiir it is 
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In addition to being an innovator in education, Dr 
Bell was a vigorous revolutionary in other mattera. 
He did not reserve tis pulpit for vague shadowy atate- 



cttlled} divorced; not, of conrse, divorced d vinculo n 
whicli on] J smounta to a, divorce in the English seuse (unch a 
divorce as enables the parties to contract another marriage), but 
aimply divorced i msnail et IhoTO. This legal separation, however, 
did not prevent the lady from persecuting the unhappy Doctor 
with everlasting letters, indorsed outside with records of her en- 
mity and spite. Sometimes she addressed her epistles thus : ' To 
that supreme of rogues, who looks like the hangdog that he is. 
Doctor (such a doctor 1) Andrew Bell.' Or, again ; ' To the ape 
of apes, and the knave of knaves, who is recorded to have onoa 
]>aid a debt, but a small one you may he sure it was that lie 
selected for this wonderful experiment — infact, it was i^d. Hod 
it been on tlie other side of 6d. he must have died before he conld 
have achieved so dreadful a sacriGce,' Many others, most ingeni- 
ously varied in the style of abnse, 1 have heard rehearsed by Cole- 
ridge, Southey, Lloyd, &c.; and one, in particular, addressed to 
the^Doctor, when spending a summer in the cottage of Kohert 
Newton, an old soldier, in Grasmere, presented on the back two 
separate adjurations, one specially addressed to Eobert himselr, 
pathetically urging him to look sharply after the rent of hb lodg- 
ings ; and the other more getisraUy addressed to the unfortunate 
person OS yet undisclosed to the British public {and in this case 
turning out to be myself), who might belncautioas enough to pay 
the postage at Ambleside. ' Don't grant him an hour's credit,' 
she urged upon the person unknown, ' it 1 had any regard to my 
family. ' ' Ctwft down / ' she wrote twice over. Why the Doctor 
submitted to these annoyances, nobody knew. Some said it was 
mere indolencei but others held it to be a cunning compromise 
with her inexorable malice. The letters were certainly open to 
the ' pnblic ' eye ; but meantime the ' public ' was b very narrow 
; the clerks in the post-office had little time for digesting snch 
KiMlienitieE of conjugal affection ; and the chance bearer of the let- 
Bfters to the Doctor would naturally solve the mystery by supposing 
n extra portion of madness in the writer, rather than an extra 
n of knavery in the reverend receiver." 
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mente of abstract doctrinGs, but attaclced Satan wber- 
ever he found hini, and with moat vigour and success 
in hia fleshly Btrongholda; and on tho 15tb of June 
1806, "preachod twico, and the aamo aermon, both fore- 
noon and afternoon, on cow-pock." But he not merely 
preached, he vaccinated everybody, "from seventy- 
eight years of age to twelve months ; " and he set every 
body vaccinating, hia own wife (before she left him), 
old women, and schoolmietresaes, in all the parishes 
round about : and bo thorough and auccoasful was 
his troattiient, that there waa not a single instance 
of any of his patients being attacked by small-pox, 
which was at that time a periodical epidemic of the 
most fatal nature in every part of Great Britain. It 
appears that, as there were poeta before Homer, and. 
novelists before Cervantes, there waa also a vaccinator 
before Dr Jeuner, This was Benjamin Jesty, of Downs- 
hay, near Swanage, Ho lived to be seventy-nine, and 
was, says his veracious tombstone, "' particularly noted 
for having been the first person (known) who intro- 
duced the cow-pox by inoculation, and who, from Ma 
great strength of mind, mode tho experiment from the 
cow on hia wife and two sons, in the year 1774," 
The historic tombstone is sUent aa to whether hia great 
strength of mind induced him to try the experiment 
upon himself. 

Dr Bell also introduced the manufacture of straw- 
plait into Swanage. This was at beat a doubtful ad- 
vantage. The persona who purchased the atraw-plait 
did not pay the workers in money, but in truck, — thus 
earning a profit at both enda. The health of the work- 
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Mvra 'was impaired by long sitting ; and as soft delicate 

■ Lands were necessary, they were not allowed to do any 
I houaehold work. 

In fact, Dr Bell did everytldiig be could. There 
ras no limit to hia energy and veraatUity, Benefit 

■ fiocieties, schools, friendly meetings, clubs, visiting from 
B-house to house, advising with farmers, — nothing came 
lamias to him; hia large, fiery, friendly nature had an 

■ infection in it which few could resist. He waa hospit- 
t able to the extent of keeping open house ; and under 
C hia infiuence the social spirit flowed and spread like a 
Letroug tide all over the neighbourhood. 



40 



CHAPTER VIL 

ANDREW BELL AND JOSEPH LANCASTER. 

These are the dioscuri of modem popular education. 
Like other great and small " discoverers," they hated 
each other with a perfect hatred; they accused each 
other of stealing each other's " ideas ; " they did their 
utmost to fence in the sky for the benefit of their own 
separate and separating " Churches ; " and they taught 
their followers to cultivate a mutual detestation, which 
has no parallel outside of science or theology. Soldiers, 
who have to make war on other nations, frequently 
form the most lasting friendships among the men they 
take prisoner; but to men engaged in the war of wWs, 
there is no custom of capture, and little opportunity of 
turning hatred into affection. How many wakeful nights 
has this unchristian spirit cost the present biographer ! 
Bell and Lancaster were as jealous of each other as two 
women in love with the same man ; and even the common 
love of children and education could not bring them into 
one mind. Must human affairs always progress by the 
method of antagonism — " madman or slave, must man be 
one 1 " George the Third, in an interview with Lancaster, 
said to him : " It is my will that every child in my king- 
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I across the education 
r ayetertig into banners 
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dom should be able to tead the Bible." THb wish never 

.went an inch beyond tne expression ; the words remain- 

I words ; no stej) was taken to curry the royal will 

ito the cottages of theipoSr, Here were two seemingly 

Jheaven-sent men who could have done it; but instead 

Kof doing it, they set to work am 

Emen e^er to label their nani' 

\ of the people, and to turn thi 

I for the marshalling of hostile/ 

I both Christiana, followers of the eternal Peace-maker, 

l.of the Divine Son, who asked His Father to forgive 
r men who were ndling Him to the cross. But 

K religion is too good for everyday concerns ; it must 
e mixed up with the secular — it must be kept es- 

r dusively for Sunday we^. yit lends itself beautifully 
to hymns and prayers, and-i^ not out of place in compo- 
sitions called " sermonB ; bjlrt it is a foreign leaven in 
everyday intercoiirse hejy^n man and man — between 
Lancaster and 'Beiif—tMM must be regulated, like other 
pieces of business, by /the multiplication-table. Thus, 
and thus only, is "civiJfisation" to be advanced. Besides, 
if religion is good, it is good chiefly for others. 

Joseph Lancaster had a message ; and his story of it 
is not without pathos. " I was walking," he says, " from 
Deptford to Greenwich, when my attention was attracted 
by this inscription : 'To the glory of God, and to the 
benefit of poor children ; ' and while I \ma pleasantly 
meditating upon the founder giving glory to God, the 
ehOdren burst forth into sinj,dng His praises. My heart 
was melted ; and it pleased God to implant within me 
a fervent wish and desire that I might one day thus 
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honour Him; and tlirough all the vicissitndBB of the 
intorvening period, my hope wus ecldom long clouded. 
I knew not how it was to be accomplished ; but, being 
assured that it was a divine impreBeion, my mind was 
constantly endeavouring to find out a way. In 1798 
I proposed Honiething of this kind to a number of gen- 
tlemen, but it failed. I bad not long entered into the 
Btmw-hat busineaa; hut I was persuaded this was tho 
channel to accomplish my wisli.'' 

Here, surely, ia the deadest time of England's reli- 
gious feeling, was a manifestation, in the dull streets 
of Deptford, of the divine. Lancaster, at the aga of 
eighteen, opened a school in his father's house; and 
not long after he happened to poaacus himself of n copy 
of Dr Bell's celelimted Report. In the year 1804, ha 
wrote to Dr Boll from the " Free School, Borough 
Itoad," on the " 21st of llth month," enumerating his 
difficulties, and asking for advice. He mentions, as 
one of the " obstacles to tho diffusion " of popular edu- 
cation, " the price of sand in London — 9s. the load ; " 
and he asks for " further information on the use of the 
sand, — whether dry or wet, and how the boys were first 
taught their letters." Lancaster further offers to travel 
down and talk with Dr BelL The meeting between 
these two celebrated personages took place in 1805. 

Dr Bell's account of their meeting is full of preju- 
dice. His feelings were, no doubt, much influenced by 
Church considerations ; and as ho was writing to Mrs 
Trimmer — a buttress, if not a pillar, of the Church — 
he was more likely to show these feelings and their in- 
fluences with perfect openness, He says that Lancaster 
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I" BeemBd disposed to copy him on every point," except 
on that of the training of teachers. And the good Doc- 
tor, with hia eager practical mind, ia filled with scorn 
at the notiona of Lancaster upon this suhject. Lan- 
caster, with the naive simplenees of an inquiring mind, 
had expre^ed hia opinion that it was as well for a 
teacher to know something of the nature and growth of 
the mind and soul upon which he had to operate. Dr 
Bell calls this " forming hia teachers by lectures on the 
paaaions;" and thuiidera out, "Nothing was ever ao 
burlesque ! " And he goes on, — seeing with perfect 

I truth, as far as he does see — " It ia hy attending the 
school, seeing what is going on there, and taking a share 
in the office of tuition, that teachers are to be formed, 
and not by lectures and abstract instruction." Moat 
trae ; but " it takes all sorts to make up a world." 
How to train a teacher is a problem which still remains 
to be solved ; and at the present time tliere are many 
good and true minda hard at work upon it But to 
put the queation upon its lowest ground, it is plain that 
the teacher, who has intrusted to him a very difBoult 
task, ought to know something, be it more or less, of 
growing human nature, — of the laws according to which 
human knowledge ia acquired, and of the chief hindrances 
to the production of strong minds and healthy souls, — 
just as the carpenter ia the better for knowing the grain 
and fibre of woods, and the farmer for learning the 
chemical components of soil and manure. 

If Dr Bell ever had any kindly feeling for, or 
\ sympathy with, Lancaster and his labours, the notable 
I Mrs Trimmer, who — according to her own account — had 
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" long been engaged in atriving to promote the interests 
of the Cliurch," very soon put all that out of hifl head, 
She made two groat discoveries r one, that Lancaster 
was " building on tho foundation of Dr Bell ; " and 
the other, that " there was something in hia plan that 
was inimical to the interests of tho Kstahliahed Church." 
Here was the ecclesiastical trumpet clearly blovm. Dr 
Bell would have been unfaithful to hia Church had 
he forborne to treat and to describe ili Lancaster as on 
impostor and a plagiarist. And so the armoury of evil 
names is ransacked. " Qiiackery, conceit, ignorance, 
a conaummate front " {whatever that may mean), a 
" plausible and oatentatioua guise " — those and many 
other accusations are thrown vigorously about. In the 
case of Dr Bell, all this only meant that he waa jealous 
of Lancaster, and looked upon him as a kind of poacher. 
But Mrs Trimmer saw farther. She aaw that Lancaster 
was an incendiary and a conspirator. " Of all the 
plans," aho says in one of her letters to Dr Bell, " that 
have appeared in this kingdom likely to supplant the 
Church, Mr Lancaator's aeem to me the most formid- 
able." And she mixes him up with Jacobins, Illum- 
inati, PkUanthropinixts, sectariata, and infidela, and ia 
determined to erase him and his works from the face 
of England. Here ia a quiet straw -plaiting Quaker, 
who triea to teach large numbers of poor children, and 
he ia spoken of as a kind of apiritual and diabolic Guy 
Fawkes. Joseph Lancaster, on tho other hand, wrote 
nothing in reply, but quietly said to his neighbour 
Frienda, " Sarah Trimmer w a bigot ; and having set 
up to herself that golden image, the Church, she wants 
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every knoe to bow down to it." But Mrs Trimmer will 
not let Lancaster alone even in his private life. " It ia 
3 fact," she saj's, " that he was not originally a 
L Quaker, but an Anabaptist, intended by his father (who 
lis a preacher himself) for what they call a minister} 
I Whether he changed for the love of a pretty Quaker, 
I whom, he married, or whether the broad hHm. was the 
I beat cover for his scheme, I cannot say." Had all this 
L taken place at the present day, one would say that Mrs 
I Trimmer was suffering from the spreii injuria ainoria ; 
I bnt in the early part of this century, all good Church- 
I jaen believed that they, and they alone, held the patent 
■ for the Christian religion, and thia kind of language 
ployed to deter all peraons from interference 
r with their exclusive rights. 

Dr Bell is more kind, if at the same time a httle 
too patronising. "In his (Mr Lancaster's) hands this 
beautiful system has the advantage of being conducted 
. with admirable temper, ingenuity, and ability ; and he 
I discovers much contrivance, and even wit, in the rami- 
I licationa of its application." But in another letter, 
, written at a later date, he describes the simple child- 
k like man as " illiterate and ignorant, with a hraaen 
I front, consummate assurance, and the most artful and 
r plausible address, not without ability and ingenuity, 
I heightened in its effects nnder the Quaker's guise." 
I His family, too, were anything but what they ought to 
k bo. " His account of his family in unguarded momenta 
I —Dissenters, Eoman Catholics, infidels — is most es- 
I traordinary," In another letter, Mrs Trimmer flatters 
■■ The itiilies and the acorn are Mrs Trimmer's. 



Dr Bell by doHcriLing Lancaster's procoduro ae " a pcr- 
vereion of your escellont plan for purpoaoe deeper t!wn 
meet the eye," This is one of the very oldest methods 
of ahuae, and one of the moat effective. You do not 
know anything about the intentions of the other man, 
and you ore therefore free to conjecture the very worst. 
The King was going to help Lancaster ; and a school waa 
about to be opened at Windsor on hia plan, to bo colled 
the King's School Cut a zealous ally of Mrs Trinuner'B, 
the Eev. Mr PHmley, rector of Windsor, defeated this 
philanthropic "attempt of the arrogant Quaker." Mrs 
Trimmer even sncceoded in diaturbing the repoao of the 
Iiigher orders of the clerj^y. " The dignitaries of the 
Church," she saya, "even the highest, are fully con- 
vinced 6f the danger of the plan of forming the chil- 
dren of the lower orders into one organised body} , , . 
Tlie Society for Promoting Chriatian Knowledge are 
desiroua to take an active part against him . ... In 
short, his wings will be clipped in somo degree." Such 
wrath disturbs celestial minds — such passions ruffle the 
quiet bosoms even of the sage barn-door fowL 
' Mrs Trimmar'H itolies. 
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The trustee of a charity Bchool in Wliitechapel had 
fallen in love with the System, and Tras anxious to have 
it introduced. Mrs Trimmer was also contemplating a 
girls' school at Brentford. Accordingly Dr Bell came 
up to town. In commencing the organisation of the 
school at "Whitechapel, "he first chose about twenty of 
the best and cleanest boys, and having tried them in 
reading, etc, he selected ten or twelve of the best of 
them as teachers and assistants for the diO'crent classes. 
He then selected, by further trials, the two best of them 
for the first class, and tho two next for the second ; and 
so on, till ho had fivo or six seta of teachers." He told 
all the boys present that he was going to help the 
scholars to teach themselves, and at the same time he 
" was also going to seek instruction at their hands." 
When Dr Bell, soon after, left for Swanage, some 
obstacles arose; and his excitement and determination 
rose with the emergency. " By — meaning through and 
under — God I " he exclaimed, " the work will go on, and 
flourish and spread far and near," 

Mr Davis, the trustee of the Whitechapel school, was 



40 LIFE OF DR DELL. 

80 weU BtttiBfiod with what ho saw there, thfit he iletor- 
miiied to found and endow a Bchool at Gowcr's Walk — 
which should bo a school of indiietry aa well for inatnic- 
tion in tlie ordinary Buhjocta. In the auhool ehoemakiiig 
was tried, but thU did not Bucceed. Printing was then 
introduced, and tlie boya took to it with immenae eagor- 
neflB. They " composed, diatrihuted, and worked off to 
admiration," and found the labour " highly amuaing." 

Lord Eadntock, a groat admirer of the Syatein, sug- 
gested in 1807 to the then Archbiahop of Canterbury, 
that he ahould eetabliab a school for two hundred boya 
at Lambiith j and in the beginning of May, Dr Bell ob- 
tained a licence from hia bishop " to be abaent from his 
benefice of Swnnage for two years." 

The System was introduced into the female orphan 
asylum at Lambeth; and in 1808 Dr Bell waa ap- 
pointed " peqietual guardian " of the institution, in 
order that he might have every facility for the carrying 
oat of hia plan. He waa also invited to remodel the 
Eoyal Military Asylum at Chelsea. In explaining his 
System to the Duke of York, then Commander-in-chief, 
he said that his " teachers and aaaiatant teachers were 
hifl sergeonta and corporala, his rcporta their orderly 
books ; " and that it waa in the school of the army tliat 
he had learned hia own lesson. 

About thia time — the beginning of 1807 — Lancaater 
inaerted in the ' Star' newspaper an advertisement which 
produced in Dr Bell's mind a considerable amount of 
excitement. In thia advertisement, he atatcd that he 
had "invented, under the bleaaing of Divine Providence, 
a new and mechanical system of education for the use of 
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ichools ; " and that, " by this system, paradoxical a 
ly appear, above one thousand, chililren may be taught \ 
governed by one master only. . . . Any boy wbo 
read, can teach arithmetic with the certainty of 
mathematician, although he knows nothing about it 
This claim to teach a subject that the teacher 
loes not himself know is constantly making its appear- / 
; and it is one of the diseases that accompany the I 
m feverish habit of mind which demands a method,' 
cares little for the knowledge which must accompany 
method— which looks for a panacea, and overleaps 
need for first-hand knowledge This constantly 
ipping-up demand impeded for a long time the science 
\t medicine ; and it even now impedes, to a laige extent, 
science of education. 
Mr Whitbread, the eminent brewer and member of 
Parliament, was at this time engaged on an attempt to 

[model the poor-laws, and to introduce a system of 
itional education. The differences between Dr Bell 
id Mr Lancaster were submitted to himj and he 
•ettled, or appeared to settle, them in an amicable way. 
He stated that "Dr Bell uniiuestionably preceded Mr 
Lancaster, and to him the world is first indebted for 
one of the most useful discoveries which has ever been 
submitted to society. . . . Mr Lancaster at the same 
time asserts that many of the very useful methods 
iractised at his school are exclusively his own." "Who 
lows ! Who needs to know ? "Who cares to know ) 
icaater hardly knew himself. But he gave a noble life 
popular education, and no doubt he has his reward. 
Another school on Dr Bell's system was begun in 
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East Marylebone in 1607. It oponod with thtoo boys, 
and in a short time numbered two hundred and fifty. 
The euccess of this school suggested the formation of a 
Booiety for the promotion of education and the training 
of teachers ; hut nothing came of this movemcut till 
several years after. It was, however, very cheering to 
Dr Bell to find letters pouring in upon hiin from all 
parts of the kingdom — from correspondents who asked 
to be provided with teachers trained upon the famous 
Madras System. From Ireland, too, came an apphcation 
from Richard Lovell Edgeworth, who wanted "some 
hints on the subject of education." The art of instruc- 
tion was at this time very backward in Ireland ; and 
the ideas of discipline very rudimentary. " The boy who 
had written the best copy was ordered by the master to 
pull the other's hair, and ao to do till they arrived at 
their seats in the school again." 

A petition from the West Indies — from Barhadoea — 
also came to I>r fielL It asked for a " well- instructed 
hoy," to be sent out immediately ; and a young proiig& 
of Bell's, Lewis Warren " was sent out. The Bishop of 
London was very enthusiastic about "Warren, and wrote 
of him : " Ho will make his fortune and immortalise 
his name. He will be ranked among the greatest bene- 
factors to mankind, and (although it is a hold thing to 
say) ho will be doing as much good in the Atlantic 
Ocean as Bonaparte is doing mischief on the continent 
of Europe." This contrast between oceans and conti- 
nents, Warrens and Bonapartes, is very pleasing. But 
Warren very soon withdrew his light from education, 
and gave it to the more lucrative subject of blacking. 
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The West India j 
Tiey deprecated Dr Bell's introducing education among 
Sieir Eegroea They looted upon education as something 
akin to small-pox or yellow fever. They ask whether 
there " is nothing further to be done in Great Britain, 
and Ireland in the inatrnction and civilisation of the 
lowest classea, that he must adventure the fruits of hia 
imagination to our aide of the Atlantic ? " If England 
is fully educated and civilised, there ia Ireland ; and a i 
Scotch gentleman, " who is now at the right hand " of 
the correspondent, suggeata that even in Scotland the 
lower classes are not so highly polished as they might 
be. The planter goes on to complain that England 
never thinks of her coloniea, except to tax or to edn- 
cate them ; that they are the corpora vilia for experi- 
ment ; and to " entreat the Doctor to contemplate the 
miseriea of St Domingo," and to give up a scheme that 
would "make him answerable in another world for 
80 wanton and cruel a misapplication of his talents." 
And the writer concludes hy stating that, on the Day of 
Judgment, Dr Bell would not he able to plead "aa a 
JQstihcation for the injury done lis, the benefits to our 
ulaveg, who are, I sincerely believe, better off in their 
present condition than instruction in letters would make 
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DR BELL IN DURHAM. 



In the beginning of the year 1808, Dr Bell was trying 
to find a living near London, in exchange for his rectory 
at Swanage, in order that he might be able to give per- 
sonal aid and superintendence to the schools which were 
rising up under his system on every side. In one of 
these applications for an ecclesiastical position, he de- 
scribes himself as ** more than fifty, and a bad life ; " 
and points to "the zeal with which I have devoted 
myself to the King and Church." The motivation, by 
aid of "the bad life" and "the King," — who takes 
precedence of the Church, — sounds to our modem ears 
somewhat odd. About this time he became acquainted 
with the Bishop of Durham, who appointed him one of 
his chaplains, and presented him with the Mastership of 
Sherbum Hospital 

A long triangular correspondence, about dilapidations, 
between the Bishop of Durham, the Bishop of Ely (the 
late Master), and Dr Bell, followed, with which the pres- 
ent reader need not be detained. The Hospital, which is 
near Durham, had been founded by Hugh Pudsey, " the 
joly Byshop of Durham," for sixty-five lepers ; and the 
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■ original endowment dated from "before 1181. The lepers 
i well treated. Their daily allowance 'iras "a loaf 

reighing five marks, and a gallon of ale to each, and 
■betwixt every two a mess or commons of flesh three 
Bdays in the week; and of fish, cheese, or butter on the 
•aremaining four ; on high festivals, a doable mesa ; and 
lin particular, on the feast of St Cuthbert, in Lent, 
I Bslmon, if it could be had,— if not, other fresh 
I 'fish ; and on Michaelmas-day four messed on a goose, 
f Trith fresh fish, flesh, or eggs," — and so on. The sick 
I leper had fire and candles, and all nccessarios, till he 
S«hould get better or die, — donea tnelioretur vel m-oriatur. 
pin the seventeenth century, maimed seamen and soldiers 
3 substituted for lepers. 
Dr Bell wished to hold this ofBce along with his 
giving at Swanage ; hut this was found to he against the 
(■conditions of the Mastership. The bishop accordingly 

■ rec[uested Dr Boll to write to his patron, Mr Calcraft, 
and beg him to present the living to a Mr Gale, the 
bishop's nominee. Mr Gale was not beloved by Swan- 
age ; and this lack of affection was ardently returned. 

I He writes in the plainest terms to Dr Bell : "My good 
you begin yours with saying you hope I am 
L in love with Swanage. I told you the moment I saw 
[ % and even before we aTrived at it, my idea of it 
I You talk of summer. The fault is in winter, as you 
I too well know. You are up to the neck in puddle and 
I mire ; and in summer you are smothered with the 
I dust, and roasted in those parts where the houses are, 
I by the burning aun. The very sight of the country 
gave poor Mr Saunders (the curate) the horrors. ■ . . 
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I have told tba bishop that, instead of doing ma a 
aervico, the expense of thia place will bo the ruin of 
me ; and I am moat tiuly Bony that I was bo great 
a fool as to come to it without having first Been it ; 
and well for mo had it been at the bottom of the eea 
before I over arrived at it." And yet Mr Gale's 
living in Yorkshire was only £160 a-year, while the 
Swanage rectory amounted to JE600. 

Applications for teachers trained on the Madras 
System, came in almost daily — from London, Twicken- 
ham, Plymouth, and many other places. As early as 
1805, Dr Bell hud recommemled tlie establiahiaent 
of a Board of Education for the whole country ; and 
in 1808 he published & ' Sketch of a Kational Institu- 
tion for Training up tho Children of the Poor in Moral 
and Eeligioua Principles, and in Habits of Useful Indus- 
try.' And this was the beginning of the present National 
Society, which is still strong and prosperous. 

The clergy of the dioceae of Durham formed them- 
aelves in IHll into "A Society for the Education of 
the Children of the Poor, according to the System 
invented by Dr Boll;" and another society of the 
same kind was founded in Devonshire by Sir Thomaa 
Acland. Tho formation of this Devonshire society 
was much quickened by the expressed intention of 
Mr Lancaster "to visit this county in October;" by 
a report that he came " with royal authority ; " and by 
his statement that "he will teach the people of Devon- 
shire a lesson that will surprise them, and such aa 
they have not been used to." 

The System had been also adopted in tho Preparatory 
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School of Christ's Hospital at Hertford ; and Mr Davis, j 
on visiting it, tells Dr Bell that " I and my wife i 
delighted almost to tears. An intelligent, well-disposed, 
unobtrusive master — able, active, diligent, correct, cheer- 
ful teachers — happy boys, all employed — the hum of in- 
dustry — marked hooks — registers beautifully kept- 
reading and ciphering after your own heart, — all bespoke | 
the carefulness and attention which had been paid to I 
the directions given." And their success seems to have ' 
fired Dr Bell with the ambition of applying the Madras 
System to classical education. 

In the autumn of 1811, the controversy between the 
rtiBans of Bell and Lancaster broke out again, and 
■ irith increased virulence. Lord Eadstock, an admirer 
^of Dr Bell's, sent to the ' Morning Post ' an " extra- 
Bordinary rhapsody," to which he gave the title of 
"The Sleepers Awakened: aVisiou." In this paper, the 
I ■writer dreanta that he saw " the whole bench of bishops 
in their robes, their mitres on their heads, and 
l-all of them seemingly in a moat profound sleep." Then 
' there appeared " a chubby-faced little man, in an entire 
drab-coloured suit and a broad-brimmed hat," who "ex- 
claimed in a slow and sonorous tone of voice — 'Ye 
slothful and mouldering puny dignitaries, have ye not 
slumbered your fill 1 ' " The bishops were frightened ; 
and " the whole of them rushed out of the hall together, 

iin no less apparent agony than with precipitation." The 
dinbby-faced little man had " dashed a scroll to the 
iBoor," and on the scroll was written " Joseph Lan- 
eaater, the inventor of the Lancasterian System." Then 
Lord Eadstock, feeling " a gentle tap on the shoulder," 
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turned and saw "ft lovely youth standing by my side, 
clad in white, and of heavenly mien." (Tlie lovely 
youth was T>t llell, who had a heavy, fleshy, fiery-red 
face, — was fifty-eight, and, as he hiinself eaid, "a bad 
life.") The youth " Bpoke as followa ; ' Be of good 
cheer, thou friend to the Eetabliehed Church, and 
fear not,' " The editor of the ' Morning Post ' appended 
the following note to the end of the paper : " The above 
subject bouig of considerable importance to the public, 
it is scarcely necessary for us to state that wo shall 
leave our colunma open to the free and liberal discus- 
sion of it" 

Tile lists were now ready, and the challenge had been 
sounded. Mr Lancaster ut once thought it necessary to 
address a series of letters to the "British Public," in 
which be changed hia attitude, became the atUwking 
party, drew his sword, and tlu^ew away the scabbard. 
It was a pity. For whereas Lancaster had before 
thought only of his children, hia work, and the wants 
of the country, he now descended into an arena of 
personahtiea, where the line of another man's con- 
sciousness is constantly crossed, and where motives and 
meannesses are lavishly and loudly imputed. He said 
that the King had sent for him; "unsolicited and un- 
expectedly," had honoured him vrith hia name and 
patronage; and that then, aud only then, "Dt Bell 
was dragged out of his retirement to claim a plan, the 
merit of which I assert is not his." He accuses the 
reverend Doctor of having for yeata kept "the benefit of 
his boasted system " even from the cliildrcn of his own 
parish; and adds that, had it not been "for the glitter 
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I and Bounii o£ the royal patronage," lie would never have 
[ left his Bolitude or his occupation " of planting cab- 
es," He taunts Dr Bell with being an advocate for 
[■"the universal limitation of knowledge," and quotes 
r from one of Dr Bell's pamphlets the fatal words — " The 
I children of the poor should not even be taught to write 
I -or to cipher." Professor Marsh, who had the nuB- , 
Y fortune to preach a sermon in St Paul's to seven | 
[■thousand charity children, in which he attacked Lan- 
caster, joined in the controversy. The controversy i 
I quickly rose into higher regions; and, as was to be 
expected, the 'Edinburgh Eeview ' took the side of Mr 
Lancaster, while Southey in the ' Quarterly ' appeared a 
[■anaUy of Dr BelL 



CHAPTEK X. 



Thb friends of Dr Bell anil the Madras System vera 
deBiroua of establishing a, " National Institution " which 
should extend the benofitH of the new ideas to all parts 
of the three kiiigdoniB. Tboy were also bent upon estab- 
lishing — what was a very minor mattori about which 
not a soul cares a straw nowadays — " the priority of Dr 
Bell's claim," One of the very first discussions which 
arose ot the preliminary meetings waa, whether it was 
advisable to convert the present schoolmastere to Dr 
Bell's ideas, or to create a now set of teachers by found- 
ing a seminary for training them. A third course sug- 
gested waa " to have one school in perfect order in 
the metropolis, where masters may be trained, and to 
which they may be referred," In the course of time, 
it was resolved to found a society, "to be called the 
Metropolitan Society for Promoting the Education of 
the Poor in the Principles of the Eatahlished Church, 
ncoording to the System invented and practised by the 
Rev. Dr Bell." Part of the plan of the society was 
also "to show the danger of Lancaster's proceedings." 
But Mr Bougor, one of the most powerful prota- 
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Bgonista in thia movement, had a larger plan in his 
Klkead. His plan was " to eatabliah not a metropolitan, 
I national, society, for the education of the poor." 
lUverybody that waa anyhoily was ready to give hia 
■*npport to either plan. " The Prince Eegent approvea ; 
■tiiat wisest and best of men, Mr Perceval, will give it 

s beat support " (Mr Perceval waa the unhappy Prime I 
■-Minister of the day) ; and these ceremonial and ofB- ] 
■laal heads of the State were followed by a crowd of 
I and bishops. But the movement waa in aome 
The new society got mixed up with a " Bart- 
fctt'a Eoya' Society," and several of its best supporters 
aed to join it under thia restriction. At length 
ship was fairly ailoat : and the name was by gen- 
■ eral eonaent altered to "The National Societj- for Pro- 
moting the Education of the Poor in the Principles 
of the EstabHahed Church, throughout England and 
Wales." The President of the Committee was the 
Archbishop of Canterbury: and the vice-presidents 
numbered among them the Archbishop of York, several 
1 Lord High Chancellor, the Speaker of the 
e of Commons, and a number of peers. 
A. attb-eonimittee was also appointed ; and its first 
h recommend that a central school for the 
tducation of a thousand children should he established 
X the city of Westndnster, and that a similar school 
dkould be eatabliahed in or near the city of London, 
^^emporary rooms were meanwhile adapted to the pur- 
a school in Gray's Tnn Lane, 
e doubt waa felt by several members of the com- 
mittee ae to the part that should he taken by Dr Bell 
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in oil this OTgnnisaMon ; and the Bishop of London 
" wanted to exclude Dr Bell altogether from the national 
Bchoola, except ae an occasional adviser," and eeemed 
" hkely to knock up the whole scheme by hie perveree- 
nesa," This would surely liave been to play Hamlet 
without the part of Hamlet Mr Marriott, an entliuBias- 
tic ally of Dr Bell's, supported the Bishop of London on 
all points but this ; and tliought that " for this he will 
hate me, bat that is more hU buBJnesB tlion mine," At 
length all difficulties were settled, and all jealousies laid 
to rest, by giving Dr Boll a permanent appointment in 
connection with the society, and by electing him " an 
honorary member of the general committee." 

The head-mnsterahtp of the Central School was given 
to a Mr Johnson, the curate of Graaroere, who had in- 
troduced the Madras System, at the suggestion of the 
poot, and had carried it out with great success. Words- 
worth himself had placed throe of liia own children 
under his care; and in a letter to Dr Bell, in 1811, 
expresses his delight "that the groat work goes on so 
well 1 and it is some consolatioD to think, in the present 
afflicted state of Europe, that there is at least one small 
jTortion of it where men are acting as if they thought 
that they lived for aome other purpose than that of 
murdering and oppressing each other." 

"While on a visit to Grasmcre, Dr Boll made the 
acquaintance of the poet's sister. Miss Dorothy Words- 
worth, whoae assistance he asked in the correction of 
his books. Miss Wordsworth accordingly remodelled, 
and in fact rewrote, his work on the Madras School ; but 
Dr Bell subseciuently threw the manuscript asida The 



fact ia, that Dr Bell wrote a terribly lumbering and pain- 
ful Btjle, and no one now can read his books ; but then 
ine can apeak for another as well aa the man. himself 
—however clumsily and stupidly he may apeak. 

Dr Bell's introductioa to Mr Eamford at Graamere 
giYea a not unintereating glimpse of the state of teaching 
in the brining of thia century. Mr Eamford waa tha 
head-boy of the granimar- school at Ambleside; and 
when Mr Johnson went to London, he was sent to take i 
charge of the achool at Graamere. " I was sitting one 1 
day," he says, " reading Baptista Mantuates, while ft J 
little brat was squeaking his letters before me, when an 
elderly venerable-looking gentleman entered the achool." 
The custom in Grasmere school was for the master to do 

much reading of his own in the school aa he could, 
and to "hear the lessons" of the children, who came 
tip separately four timea a-day to "say" thom. Thia 
ancient superatition still lingers m some parts of tha 
country, under the name of " the individual system." 
Mr Eamford givea a bright and pleasant picture of 
Hartley Coleridge. " Hartley was very irregular in Ma 
tdme of attending echool. He used to run in about ten 
o'clock, with hie hat on his head, chewing a slate-pencil 
in hia mouth, ' Where have you been 1 ' Hartley, 
laughing, ' I really don't know,' ' Yon are a strange ■ 
fellow. Hartley, to go on in thia way. Get me forty I 
Kues of Homer in such a book.' 'Shall I say them 

The System waa now spreading itself over the country. 

Mr Marriott tolls him that, near Lutterworth, he will 

find several parishes rendered comparatively a heaven 
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upon earth by teaching." And Mr Justice Park wrote to 
Mr Marriott that Dr Boll'a " plan ia one of the moat 
Btupendous onginos that ever have been wielded, since 
the days of our Saviour and Hia upostles, for the ad- 
vancement of God'e true religion upon earth." 

Tlie Central School waa now beginning to do good 
work, but bIbo to be a boutco of eomo trouble. The 
" masters and mietroaaeB " who had come to be trained 
as teachers were, in many inatancea, " unable to write, and 
in some even to read ; " and what waa worse, they seem 
to have ahown themaolvea quite indifferent to the merita 
of the System. In the Charterhouse, however, where it 
had been introduced, the System aecma to have been 
successful ; and tiio Archbishop of Canterbury enter- 
tained Dr Bell " for an hour with euJogiums on the 
effects produced in this achool by the Madras System." 

Daring thia period, young Bamford seems to have 
been his private aecretary and amanuensis. Of Bamford 
he took poaseaaion body and aouh He would have hiin 
in attendance at six in the morning ; and aometimes till 
eleven at night. Hia chief work was trauacribing, 
"from little scraps of paper and hacks of lottera, the 
chaotic effusiona of Dr Bell'a ardent mind." Young 
Bamford hardly dared to speak to a friend or to call 
upon an acquaintance ; and he " looked upon all others 
who spoke kindly to mo, or wished ma to seek some 
relaxation, as insidious enemies." "He exacted of me," 
Mr Bamford goes on to say, " the prostration of the 
intellect, the affections, and the actiona." For all this 
abaolute devotion of time and aoul, Bamford waa paid 
chiefly with promises. Dr Bell alao represented to him 



that the copying and recopying of the notions, ideas, 
plans, and suggestions whith day by day he committed 
to odd scraps of paper was " real training, far better 
than being at the University." And Mr Bamford adds, 
with half-uncoascious hnmoia', " nobody knew where it 
might end, or what you may come to, if you give your- 
eelf up to this thing," 

The Central School waa in the moantimo prospering 
more and more. It was introducing into England not 
only a. new type, but a new tone, in school-work. The 
Heport of 1812 says, among other things : " The pleas- 
ure and delight children take in their school, wherever 
the Madras System of education is introduced, ia a 
well-known and gratifying fact. . . . Children who 
liEtd acquired, at their admission, the most disorderly 
habits and tmgovemable conduct, have actually been 
reformed. This is not only visible in the school, but 
it has been observed by the parents at home, many of 
whom have not been backward in confessing the same 
■with tears of joy and gratitude. . . . Flagellation 
has not once been resorted to, . , , which shows that 
Belf-discipline, as well as self-instruction, is produced by 
the new system of education." 

The National Society waa also prospering, and widen- 
ing its hospitable borders with great rapidity. In 1812 
it had 52 schools, with 8630 children, under its care; 
in 1813 their numbers had grown to 230 Bchoole, and 
40,484 chHdren. 

About this time, Dr Bell, who was always travelling 
np and down the country inspecting schools, visiting 
patrons, and in every way " prosecuting hia discovery," 
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got into troulilo with the Bishop of Durham, his friend 
and patron, in the matter of Sherhnm Hospital. The 
old men — " the brethren," as they were called — wore diB- 
satisfied both with the quality and tlie quantity of their 
food. Dr Bell liad left them, the year before, " in a state 
of unuHual satisfaction and contentment; " and, in a letter 
to the bishop, he boldly takes the bull by the horns, 
and indicates that their complaints do not originate 
with the old men themselves, but with those " who are 
over in search of something wherewith to annoy and 
oppress me." And hia curious egotism makes him 
bring forward, as hia reply to those charges, the follow- 
ing statement : " The crime, which will never he for- 
given me, is, that a man, who has not given himself up 
to party, should hove made a discovery, and proaocuted 
that discovery at every hazard and expense." The 
bishop assured him, in return, that " the opinion he 
Imd formed respecting the necessity of inquiry into the 
situation of the poor hretbren, was the result of cool 
deliberation." The Doctor replies that, " as aoon as ho 
can consistently shako off his positive, immediate, and 
imperative duties and obligations, ho will hasten to the 
apot." The difficulty slumbered until the beginning of 
the year 1814, when the bishop wrote again. Dr Bell 
now made haste to put things right as far as ho could. 
In a long letter to the bishop he quietly says that " the 
out-brethren never placed themselves under my obser- 
vation. Still, however, I think it most reasonable that 
attention should be paid to their situation." This is a 
curiously abstract, far-off way, of stating a duty, by the 
very man who has to perform the duty. He then goes 
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on to descant npon " the advantages which the i 
brethren enjoy." These advantages seem to have ci 

WBted of one suit of clothes a-jear, an allowance of 

I apothecary, a tip no-w and then, and food, 
'Each brother," says Dr Bell, " Las also a small grat«- 
y on signing a lease. Their diet and allowance are 
it forth in the accompanying paper, on which I observe 
lat some of them use no beer, and none of them, I 
alieve, amall-heer, — the table-beer alone being suffi- 
ent for their daily beverage ; cheese they find im- 
Bcessary. Their meat, milk, and other alloirancea 
te mnch more than they can consnme. They sell a 
irt, and some of them lay up the money. Several die 
loasessed of considerable funds ; others give to their 
a and friends; and others spend the moaey, to 
be injury of their morals and their health, at the pub- 
a, or elsewhere." The bishop appears to have 
wen satisfied with the Doctor's explanation ; and he 

T free to go to and fro in the country, and to , 
^ve all his time to the pursuit in which his whole heart 
fas engaged, while the old men went on vegetating, 
md wending their slow way toii^rda the grave. 
■ In 1814, Dr Bell "added an important addition to 
ds invaluable system." It Ulustrates the permanent 
ondition of wonder and admiration of himseK in which 
be Doctor lived, — a wonder not " the seed of know- 
is Lord Bacon calls it, but the fruit of ignorance, 
that " this important addition to his invaluable system " 
consisted of making " the children stand whUe they are 
learning their lessons ; " and the humane persons in- 
with the execution of this new idea state " that 
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no inconvenience whatever has been obflerved from the 
cliUdren remaining at continued lesaons, even two op 
three hours together." To keep young children stand- 
ing for two or three hours together wae surely some- 
thing very lite cruelty. 

Mr Johnson, the head-master of the Central School, 
was obliged to give up a groat deal of bis time to show- 
ing visitors over the school, to explaining the system, 
and to the training of teachers (among whom was a 
young Poraiaa) ; and Dr Bell thought it advisable that 
he should be relieved of liis duties ns master. Accord- 
ingly he ono morning foil upon Mr Bamford with the 
sudden intimation that he was to bo the master of the 
Central School Mr ISamford was dumfounded, " I 
received the intelligeuce," be says, " with real griel , , , 
I shed tears ; but go I must, and that very morning." 

London was, in the year 1814, " crowded with for- 
eigners, among whom were the Emperor Alexander and 
his sister, the Grand Duchess of Bussia, — the latter of 
whom had expreasod her intention of visiting the Cen- 
tral School" Dr Bell wrote several times to the 
Grand Puchesa, sent her cojiiea of bis reports and 
works ; and in one of his letters he asks peitniasioii 
" to lay his hooks at the feet of his Imperial Majesty, 
at any hour, as he goes out or returns, so as not to 
occupy a moment of that time which was so fully em- 
ployed." The Emperor of Russia was not so scrupu- 
lous about his time, — which surely was also of some 
value. Dr Bell achieved the interview ho sought; but 
he had to wait iive hours in an ante- room for it. " The 
Grand Ducheas," be says, " soon " (tliis must mean soon 
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r the five hours of waiting) "brought in the Em- 
peror, and after a while left us. After a time " (Dr 
' EbU'b notions of time are singularly illogical and eelf- 
inconsifltent) " the Emperor and myself were left alone, 
and I acqnitteil myself, on the whole, very badly, bat 
had a very graeioua reception, and very graoiouB leave." 
After a short time spent at Eyde, to recruit from the 
hard work of the Loodoa season, Dr Bell paid a visit 
to Ireland, In a letter to the Speaker, asking for 
introductions to persons of position in Ireland, he 
delivers himself of a neat and compendious theory of 
"Teach the Irish to read, write, cipher, and 
t them in the principles of morality and religion, 
B the Scots, Swiss, and Swedes are trained, and they 
a character and conduct the Scots, Swiss, 
WmoA Swedes," In this year of grace 1881, it ia interesting 
I to compare this theory of Dr Bell's with the actual state 
l.<rf that unhappy country. He also quotes from Hume 
I ti»at the Irish " had all the vices of a nation not tamed 
tby education." At the root of Dr Bell's theory there 
lay two fundamental blunders. The first was, that civil- 
isation meant conformity to the type in the mind and 
conduct of Dr Bell himself, whereas civilisation is aa 
multiform and as rich in types aa Nature herself ; the 
second was, that what has not been done by the great 
unconscious powers in thousands of years can be done 
by one conscious man in a few months or years. Hu- 
manity ia not so ehallow, nor are civilising processes 
BO short and hurried. Let us do all we can, but let us 
not try to interrupt or to anticipate the work of vast 
Loyclical currents. 
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CHAPTER XL 

OBOWINO FAMU. 

The famo of Dr Bell liad now spread over England, 
Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, and letters poured in 
upon him every day requesting advice or assistance in 
the foundation of new scliools. His mind was filled 
with the System — possessed by it through and through. 
He could think of nothing else ; he spoke of nothing 
else ; he wrote about nothing else. lie was devoured 
by this single aim; he had become in every respect 
a one-ideaed man. Everything, both external and 
internal — every trait in the characters or minds of 
other men — was submitted to the standard of the Sys- 
tem and approved or condemned by that, A teacher 
was looked upon as lost to his profession ajid to good- 
ness if he thought of anything else at all ; and there 
were no lights or shades in Dr Bell s appreciation of a 
character. "The Moorfields School insuflferably bad; 
the Irish school bad ; the master president of a debat- 
ing society; what better can be expected of such a 
mani" The "discovery" he had made was of infinite 
value to the human race. He scolds his friend Mr 
Watts for thinking that his books were a little too 
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"A discovery is made," lie says, "and is given 

fcithoat patent, and at an incredible expense to the 

Sathor, and it la too dear to those who profit hy it 

t four shillings and twelve shillingB I It should have 

1 published in quarto, and sold for five guineas — 

i Bense in it, . . . Tou will not soon be 

reconciled by me." The ebullient Doctor's idea of 

patenting the plan of asking ono hoy to teach another, 

^_And selling the description of his plan for five guineas, 

^Htlg very characteristic. But in all ages there are to 

^^He found men who would like to patent the Atlantic 

^^K)cean or to bottle up the English language 

^^K Dr Bell not only went about the country himself, 

^Hh} direct or to organise, but he had several assistants 

^'in this work — among others, Mr Grover, who organised, 

on the Madras System, schools at Manchester, Salford, 

Leeds, Bolton, York, and Sheffield. 

At the close of the memorable year of 1815, Dr 
Bell revisited, after an absence of more than thirty 
years, his native city of St Andrews. Scenery did not 
^^-JBteiest him ; the progress of towns he did not care 
^Htto watch ; hardly a trace of politics is to he found 
^^Bb his letters; schools and the System absorb all his 
^"ttioughts. " Kothing," he writes to a friend, " is curi- 
ous, or interesting, or beautiful in my eyes, but the 
faces of children, but the infant mind, but the spLrituol 
3ation." He loved children ; he believed in children ; 
e believed in the System ; he believed in every detail 
" If the master do not immediately," he writes, 
fadopt the new system in all the departments of his 
lool, especially by teaching every letter, monosyllable. 
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and the syllabic leesona of the epolUng-book, by v 
ing them on tho slato, I shall entertain no good hope. 
Let him talk to me for ever of diificultiea, want of 
room, etc. etc., — he will talk in vain. I will not lis- 
ton to bjrn . . . . DIfficultiea in the instruction and 
discipline of a school nre created by the master, or 
often handed down to him." 

There were, of course, enormoua advantages in thia 
enthusiasm. But it had ita drawbacks. Dr Bell was 
conatantly making alterations in the details ; and he 
expected the teachera to be aa loyal to, and as fond 
of, every new alteration aa they bad been of the old 
plana. " Besides," saya Mr Southoy, " hia manner of 
condemning trifling inaceuraciea in those schools vrMch 
he visited in his travels, was often unnecesaarily harsli 
and violent; and while tho slightest omission called 
forth unlimited blame, it ref]uired a very high state of 
perfection to obtain hia commendations." 

Every cult has its mysteries ; and the worsldp of 
the System very soon developed several. One of the 
chief myateries was I L T 0. Dr Bell ia " glad Davis 
is so jealous about ILTO. . . . It ia beautiful 
to see its efTects. ... I fear I shall not sleep 
soundly till I hear from you, or see it jiroducing the 
same fruits in Baldwin's Gardens as in Bishop Auck- 
land. . . • Wherever it ia attended to as it ought, 
and duly understood, it will do all that can be done 
for a school I have gone to the full length of my 
tether. I can go no further. It leaves notliing more 
for me to do. All the world will in time learn every 
lesson by writing it. . . . Believe you have not 
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wne it as it ought to be done, till you are delighted 
[ charmed as all are, where it is performed rightly. 
It is completely done at the Bamngton School ; 
and all there think it all in all. I think it consiun- 
mates my labours and leaves nothing more for me to 
do. . . ." Dr Bell, then, had come to the Her- 
cnles Pillara of Elementary Education ; and there were 
no more worlds for him to conquer. Everything that 
the human intellect wmld do had been done ; the bright 
consummate flower of his thought was I L T O ; and 
the coping-Rtone had been placed upon the immortal 
edifice of Primary Instruction. What was this I L T ? 
It was nothing more than that children should write 
l.i.their letters as soon as they hod learnt them; and 
F these four letters were learned first, as the easiest to 
imte. It was a small anticipation, a slight instal- 
ment, of the well-known Schreib-Lese-Methode of Ger- 
many. 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

DR BELL ON THE CONTINENT. 

Soon after the battle of Waterloo, the English began to 
resume their old habit of making the grand tour. The 
Continent had long been closed to them by Napoleon ; 
and they were now glad to get back to their old playing- 
fields — their former holiday-making places — and to travel 
about under a brighter sky and in clearer air than are 
generally found in London. Dr Bell was among the 
number. He left London on the 18th of June 1816, 
and arrived at Paris on the 21st. He found, on his 
arrival at Paris, that the Society for Elementary Instruc- 
tion had nominated him an honorary member. But he 
very much feared, in fact he " knew, that the beautiful 
simplicity of the new system is ill adapted to the genius 
of the French nation." Among other places which he 
visited, he went to the school of the Duchesse de Drevas. 
There he found "about seventy boys, in bad order, 
noisy, with all the Lancasterian nonsense, loss of time, 
and dreadful clattering of hands and slates;" and he 
found his friend, the Abbd Gualtier, "most bigoted 
and prejudiced: he contends that they do already as 
to emulation, etc., as I propose, and advocates even the 
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IEoiae." Ko discoverer likea to hear that hia "discovery" 
has been found, and found out, before ; " Pereant iati gui 
ante new nostra dixerint." He soon left Paris and travelled 
»uth. Somewhere between Dijon and Dole, on the 
16th of July, he "conceived the idea of abridging my 
works into one volume perpetual (gie)." 
He comes at length to Tverdun, and at last meets 
PestaloML But he mentions the meeting with no em- 
phasis whatever. He does not seem to understand the 
greatness or the significance of the man. He mentions 
him quite incidentally — roixea him up with people that 

I no one ever beard of. This is the way he is introduced ; 
"July 30th at Yverdun, Mr and Mrs Langton, Pestalozd,. I 
Mr Akennan. . , . An explanation from the vener- I 
fible chief of his principles. The development of the J 
faculties — the mind, the heart, and the body — sum uft J 
1 think, what he said. From the principles he derived I 
his art. I explained that mine arose from experience.'* 1 
It had come to this that Dr Bell was so fully absorbed I 
Ijy the System that he could understand or aympathiaa 1 
with nothing else. " Sum up, I think, what he said ! " 1 
As if Pestalozzi's explanations were like the passing goa- I 
Mp on a staircase of a world-hardened dowager. Why, i 
Festalozzi had given his fortune, his time, his labour, I 
to the education of the poor, and had received nothing | 
in return; Dr Bell, whose merits are unquestionably I 
great, had received just as much from society as he had I 
given to it. Dr Bell grew complimentary and solemn, I 
and Pestaiozzi turned it ofi'. " When I said that Pea- | 
^_ talozzi was tlie father, friend, and companion of his 
^^H pupils, he replied, ' And the fool who takes them by the 
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noae/ taking one of them who was in the company by 
the n08o." No doubt Dr Boll woa ahocked. Ho goea 
on ; " Peatalozzi has twenty maatora for one hundred 
Bcholure ; . , . a multiplication of mastere to attend, 
elaborate, and instruct the children vtvd voce, to prevent 
emulation, and to toll whenever a mistake is made, 
without stopping. " But now and then he brcakB into 
admiiationi "The gymnastic oxercisoa are incompar- 
able," 

In a letter from Yverdun to hia friend Mr Morria, 
Dr Bell points out that " evory profeaaor nmst have a 
prejudice agauist an innovation which would expoie the 
whole tenor of their ByBtom, or want of Hyatem. There 
is also a natural jealoiiay in their republic of lettoia : 
why should not we on the Continent improve aa well 
as they in England ) It will be long before the new 
aystom ia aufliciontly understood to put an end to such 
speculations. Every one wants to remake a diacovery 
which hua only been made after the world had existed 
almost 6000 yeara," But that ia just the beauty of 
the " world I " The world is perfeetly new to the new 
humim bebg. 

" Ond alio deine hoben Werke 
Siud hei-rliuh wie am etAtm Tag I " 

Dr Bell had got it into hia head that the world had 
"waited" for his "discovery " for six thousand years; 
and that then there was to be nothing after but rehears- 
ing the wonderful diacovery. But the good and warm 
heart of the Doctor often got the better of his crotchet. 
Further on in the letter ho says of Pestalozzi : " The 
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rcliief I am charmed with : he has much that is original, 
much that is excellent ... I love the man- . . . 
He is a man of genius, benevolence, and enthusiasm." 
Eetuming home from Switzerland, ho made his way 
by Holland, and had the new and rare pleasure of going 
down a large part of the Ehine on a raft 

Soon after his return home, his thoughts went out 
towards America. " I often think," he writes to Lord 
Kenyon, "what a field America presents for the new 
system. The low state of education there ; but, far above 
all, no institutions, no prejudices, to encounter. The 
impulse thither appears irresistible," But Lord Kenyon 
cannot bring himself to approve of America. He thinks 
that young nation is "hollow and unsound." He thinks 
it has no principles. He does not even believe it ever 
will have any. " I fear," ho writes in reply, "there ia 
not, and never trill be (would there might !) principle 
enough in America to work upon to do good, even by 
your almost all-powerful System." 

In 1817, the Crown Prince of Sweden aenda over a 
Mr Swensaon " to take notice of the principles and the 
method of learning, for which not only England, but 
all Europe, is indebted to you ; " and Dr Bell replies 
that Mr Swensson " shall receive every instruction 
which can be given him in the knowledge and use of 
the new organ of the human mind for the multiplica- 
tion of power and division of labour in the moral and 
intellectual world." The Novum Organon of educa- 
tion — that was now Dr BcD's way of talking about the 
Madras System, 

We now find Dr Bell, at the age of sixty-four, work 
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ing nway as indefatigably as ever on hia I L T and 
ABC. "I liave BBtiefiod mj mind that there is no 
difficulty in teactiing the alphabet. I have applied a 
tutor to every child — made copying to be done first, 
the tutor helping aa much as poaaible — repeating, and 
requiring to lie repeated, the letter on which the child 
is employed — registering each letter taught — reading 
aloud, and taking places for every poasiblo superiority, 
and writing afterwards from dictation on the opposite 
side of their slates." What a great deal of misery 
— alow, numbing, mind-dostroying misery — has been 
inflicted on children for want of a little previous in- 
quiry — of a simple, open-eyed preliminary examination 
into the matter they were asked to loam I The ABC 
is the proverbial beginning of everything ; and ao it is 
made the beginning — and in many places still is the 
beginning — of what is called education. But to " know " 
the A fi C is aimply to be able to attach a number of 
meaningless sounds to a number of meaningless and 
uninteresting marks ; and the child ia not one whit the 
better — rnthor the worse — for having had to put hia 
mind through an arbitrary drill. Even now, the super- 
stition, that it helps a cliild to make him aay doubUyou- 
aitch-eye-see-aiteh before he ssya wliick, and that tea- 
aiteh-es-iehy is an " account," both rational and philo- 
logical, of ifiey, still survives in some of the darker 
parte of educational England. 

In September 1817, Mr Johnson wrote Dr Boll that 
the Central School was " never in ao flourishing a con- 
dition as at present." There were 52 masters and 21 
mistresses undor training, and more than 1000 scholars 
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in the echooL But in the same letter he informa Dt 
Bell that the famous I L T has been " tried and 
condemned by the Committoe as worse ttan useless, 
and ordered to be struck out of the type." But the 
strong-hearts d Doctor was quite equal to the ocoaaion. 
" It may be buried for a whUo," ho writes in reply, " or 
in a comer, by the hand of power; but it will rise 
again, and spread over the world, and live for ever. It 
were then vain to take up arms against eternal truths." 
Meanwhile, after a little further correspondence, the 
alarm proved to be vain. It was merely the term, tho 
heading, that the ^National Society wished to abolish. 
The practice itself, designated by the term — that is, 
simioltaneoTis instruction in reading and writing — 
became a permanent practice in all the schools with 
which Dr Bell had to do. It is significant, however, 
that about this time we find that the Madras System I 
had more difficulties to contend with at St Andrewo 
than at almost any other place where it had been 
introduced. 
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CHAPTEE XIIL 

HEREFORD AND 8HERBURN. 

While in St Andrews on a visit, in tlio beginning of 
1818, ho was delighted and surpriued by an offer, from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, of a stall in Hereford Cathe- 
dral, " of good value." lie had expected that the duties 
would be light, and that, holding this post along with 
his Mastership of Sherbum, he might still bo able to 
give the larger part of his time to the promotion of his 
System and the foundation of new schools. But he 
found that the post was not without its duties. He 
had to preach four English and four Latin sermons ; he 
had to sit for forty days in a prebendal stall, without 
any duty to perform (surely the hardest kind of work 
for his active brain), thrice every Sunday and Saint's- 
day, and twice every ordinary week-day ; and all this 
time he was not allowed to ride or walk outside the 
walls of the city. 

While residing at Hereford, he, of course, lost no 
time in setting to work on the schools of the place — 
the Grammar and the National Schools. For the latter 
he preached a charity sermon at St Peter's. His sub- 
ject was The System. It was not a short sermon. The 
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I Doctor was in his element, and could have discoursed 
for days on the Novum OTganon. He kept hia aman- 
[ uensia up night and day copying and rocopying it; 
t and he entered into a long and detailed history of the 
I discovery of the System, of its progress in this and 
I other countries, and of the reaaonahle expectationa that 
I might be formed regarding its future. The eager 
[ preacher went on reading for an hour, then made a 
short pause to wipe his spectacles. The congregation, 
who had sat on with considorahle patience, now thought 
aon over and rose to go. But, " Dr Eell, sud- 
denly recollecting himself, exclaimed 'God hless m.e ! 
. and instantly recommencing, went on for half an hour 
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A new idea now came into Dr Bell's head. He had 
noticed, and rightly noticed, the great wrong and in- 
justice done to children in the mode of bringing them 
up and teaching them. He accordingly wrote a little 
book on the subject and gave it the title, ' The Wrongs 
of Children,' The difficulty was to find a publisher. 
Lord Kenyon, in a letter to the Doctor about this time, 
remarks, — " Murray, I presume, like other hooksellers, 
oonsiders chiefly the likelihood of a sale, as I remember 
.jay revered friend Mr Jones told Eivington once, he 
beUeved if the d — I was to write a book they would 

it ; Mid Eivington said, ' To bo sure, if it was 
a good thing.'" 

a now sisty-Bix years of age, but with that in- 
domitable freshness and eternal youth ' that wero hia 1 
characterifitics all through lite, he became extremely desir- | 

Qi tha gods love die young," because they live you: 
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ouB of corroctiDg his Scotcli accent. Dr Johnson once 
remarked that much might bo done 'with a Scotchman 
" if he wcro caught young ; " but surely he would never 
have tried to induce him to alter his way of Bpeaking 
when he woa nearly Beventy. However, the Doctor set 
manfully to work. He requostod hiB secretary, Mr 
Davies, to note down during aerroon those words in 
which his Scotch accont most evidently appeared ; and, 
when he returned home, ho practised the art of pto- 
nouncbg them in Mr Davies's English fashion. He 
was also very anxious to he able to apeak so as to be 
hoard in every part of the Abbey ; and for this pur- 
pose, Mr Davies would take his seat in dtfFerent distant 
parts of the building and report But the voice of 
the enthuBiastio Doctor, though of great volume, was 
never clear enough or articulate enough to he distinctly 
heard in the more distant parts of the cathedral. In 
fact, he did not speak — he roared. 

There had been murmurs of complaint arising from 
Shorbum HoBpital, to the visitor, the Bishop of Dur- 
ham, in 1813 ; and now, in 1818, again stronger com- 
plaints were uttered by the ancient brethren. It waa 
the beer. Dr Bell, asBisted by bis chaplain and the 
agent, set to work at once to inquire into the causes of 
these complaints. The brethren were examined individ- 
ually and collectively, and their answers were written 
down. The result of the inquiry was that Dr Bell 
appointed two of the brethren to inspect the meat, and 
two to inspect the brewing, and to see that five bushels 
of malt went duly to the hogshead of beer. " But," says 
Mr Southcy, "tho flame, which had but slumhered. 
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bmst out anew" in 1819. The flame waa stirred up 
by a designing person called Miciiael Angelo Taylor; 
and this gentleman at length succeeded in inducing the 
bishop to appoint a comiaission. Thia commission dis- 
covered that only Is. 6d. was allowed for the weekly 
allowance of bread, beer, and two pounds of cheese. On 
the other hand, it appeared that Dr EeU spent £35 a-year 
on each of the in-brethren; and that ho proTided each of 
the old men with greatcoats, to be worn in chapel in 
cold weather. The fact is that, though it waa not the 
fault of Er Bell, but of the traditional system, the 
hospital was farmed, and nothing was mors likely than 
that an absentee master should get into eJI kinds of 
trouble. 

In the beginning of I8I9, Dr Bell was so fortunate 
B to obtain a ataU in "Weatminater Abbey, in exchange 
r that at Hereford ; and he was installed by the Dean 
f Westminster in tlie end of January. 

As Prebendary of Westminster, Dr Bell had to attend 
the coronation of George the Fourth in 1821 ; and here 
he was very nearly taking an unwilling part in a terrible 
BOcio-political scandal The Queen had been refused 
admittance to the Abbey, and was waiting at a side- 
door, apparently for the purpose of effecting an entrance 
should an opportunity present itself. On approaching 
the door, some one announced him to the Queen — " Dr 
Bell, your Majesty," — and alarm seized the reverend 
Doctor lest the Queen should aak him to allow her to 
enter the Abbey. He was too loyal a man to take a 
^^fiide in these disputes ; but he showed himself equal to 
^HBie occasion. He hurried on, bowed to the Queen, and 
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mailed paat her through the door, " leaving her outside." 
It appuars that, after the coronation, cortain of the pro- 
perties -were dietributed among the prebendnrioa and 
other officials who took part in the ceremony. Dr Bell's 
share was a piece of tarpet, some lamps, the gold cloth 
laid upon the coronation- chair, and one or two other 
things; and these he used long after to eihibit aa 
"valuable relics." 

It will be remembered that the Madras System hod 
been introduced into the Charterhouse schools. In 
regard to the success of this experiment, it may be use- 
ful to quote pfirt of a letter from Lord Kenyon, an old 
and stanch friend of Dr Bell's : " I maintained that the 
exaniinations at the CharterhouBO were very striking; 
that the whole of Horace's odes, or a whole book of 
Homer, might be examined upon ; and that ?io hoy ' in 
a class would he found deficient, either in the repetition, 
being called upon to go on after a few words were re- 
cited to him, or to render it straightforwards by mem- 
ory into English, if required so to do. I mentioned 
also that every other matter connected with the subject, 
whether historical, geographical, mythologicol (or, if con- 
nected with the Sacred Scriptures, doctrinal), was to be 
explained by any boy who might be called on to do so, 
I added, likewise, the (act, that Dr Eussell found 100 
or 150 boys, and now had above 450 ; was quite over- 
done with his labours, and now found everything easy 
to hira. I forgot to mention that ho had now no cor- 
poral punishment, but did not forget to insist that no 
such was necessary, which, with respect to the Madias 
' The itiili<;8 aie miaa. 
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scIiooIb, the bisliop and ladies also maintain. I said 

you never did pretend that your System ■would supei- 

I - aede the necesBity of able masters, and carry on the 

■whole matter mechanically, which they all seemed to 

JifiOTiceive had been advanced." 

Perhaps the most important duty that Dr Bell per- 
med at "Westminster Abbey was to read the funeral 
BTvice over the body of Mrs Garrick. She was buried 
in her husband's grave ; and when it was opened, a copy 
of Shakespeare's plays was found resting on his coffin. 
Dr Bell was, at no time of his life, a clear or 

^ methodical writer. He said the same thing — he had 
only one or two ideas altogether in his head — over and 
over again in different ways, in long lumbering sentences, 
and with a ponderosity of manner that repelled and 
disenchanted. For the last twenty years his anxiety 
about what he called his " style " bad been growing 
upon him to such a degree, that in 1823 it had become 
ft disease, Mr Davies, his amanuensis, was the chief 
victim of this habit of anxiety. The too anxious Doctor 
rendered his manuscripts almost totally illegible by 
interlineations, erasures, and corrections ; the proofs of 
his books were as bad; the revises were very little better. 
I Be sat up himself at these corrections till one or two 
S'clock in the morning, and when the time for getting 
B«p came, his mind was ready with a fresh batch of 
alterations. These altered and corrected manuscripts 
RMj Davies had to copy out on large paper in a fair hand; 
ft Bud he had to be ready to do the same for the altera- 
ptions of the next morning. Thus he seldom got more 
t Ihon two or three hours' sleep, and sometimes none at 
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all He waa kept up the whole night But oven this was 
not enougk The Doctor used to send the proof-aheotB 
of his works to his friends Lonl Kenyon, Mr and Mrs 
Johnson, Mr Southoy, Sir James Langbam, and others ; 
and then, when they came full of DorrectionH, he simply 
tossed them aside. Tho work he was now engaged in 
was Ilia ' Manual of Instructions' for conducting schools 
on the Madras System ; and the work upon it waa bo 
hard that Mr Davioa at length broke utterly down. The 
book appeared in 1823. 

But Dr Bell must go on writing and saying the same 
thing over and over again and again. He accordingly aet 
to work on an abridgment of this Manual He went on 
with it — it waa to bu oiJy a little book of forty-eight 
jtages — year after year. In 1827be writes to MrSouthey; 
" Advanced ycara, growing inflrmities, and decay of 
mind and memory, together with the difficnUy of com- 
pressing within forty-eight pages what was before a 
hundred and forty-eight, and leaving nothing out, am 
the causes to which I ascribe my slow progress, in the 
course of which I often turned my eyes towards yon ; 
but with so small a matter aa a sixpenny or shilling 
tract for common use, I could not bring myself to break 
in on your time, occupied as I always know it to bo." 
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E LAST DATS. 



■ Ih the end of the year 1830, Dr Bell had fixed Ms 
.dence at ClieltenLam, which he never again quitted. 

I He was now sevonty-Beven years of age ; his voice a 
throat had become affected, and he was unable toll 

I articulate without coneidemble difficulty. He had aleo i 

1 great difficulty in swallowins; and his breathing waa 
hard and much impeded, especially in the morning. 
What the doctors feared was ossification of the upper 
part of tho windpipe. 

He was now becoming very anxious about his works 
— both the present and the posthumous editions ; and, 
among otlier plans, he formed one of a complete edi- 
tion of all he had written and published, to be edited 
coiyointly by Mr Southey and Mr Wordsworth, Mrs 
Wordsworth went down to Cheltenham to see him 
abont this project; but Dr Betl was both ill and irri- 
table — full of anxioty about the disposal of his property, 
and the future fate of his " ideas " — and Mrs Words- 
worth cannot be said to have enjoyed her visit Noth- 
ing, in any case, came of the proposal. 

Hia money, in fact, hod become a terrible hurden to 
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hiin. He had laboured — both by saving and by enterprise 
— to mako money ; and hia bucucws had been very re- 
markablQ. Hie chief anxiety now was that the money 
that was going to be left behind him should go to the 
promotion and immortalisation of his ovrn educattonal 
ideas. One of his chief oceupntiona and amuaementa in 
Wb latter days had been the making, unmaking, and re- 
making of wills ; and a large ]wrt of Mr Daviea's work 
had consisted of copying and recopying these wills, and 
the endless interlineations upon tliera. Now, however, 
OB things began to look serious, he thought it was time 
to employ a lawyer. Nay, more, a great fear and haste 
seized upon him; and "make all despatch — no time 
must be lost," became the everlasting burden — the 
monotonous refrain at the close of all bis messages and 
letters. 

On the 11th of May 1831, without consulting any 
person whatever, he gave orders for £120,000 to be 
transferred to the care of four gentlemen in St Andrews, 
who were to act as trustees. 

His sister, Miss Bell, bad expressed a strong wish to 
go down to Cheltenham and pay a visit to her brother ; 
and with some reluctance he gave bis consent to this, 
and forwarded to her an invitation. No sooner had he 
given this consent, than he wrote her another letter to 
recall it. But she had set off before this second letter 
came j and, on her arrival at Cheltenham, was received 
with warm affection by her brother. He made her a 
present of his cottage and grounds, of furniture, goods, 
and chattels, and also of " the carpet, and the covering 
of the coronation-chair which foil to me at the coronation 
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ing George the Fourth." Most unfortunately, how- I 
, Miss Bell had taken it into her head that her I 

' ■brother was not in a fit state to make a will, or to | 
manage his own affairs ; and hia odd ways, his sud- ; 
den bursts of irritability, and hia apparently causelesB \ 
anxiety, seemed to give strength to this opinion. Upon 
these phenomena Miss Bell meditated much, until at 
length she went so far as to say to other persona in the 
course of conversation, that "he was not in his right 
mind." Dr Bell had always been a shrewd man; and 
a few strange signs very soon put him upon the track 
of her intentions. He was unable to speak ; but he 
silently placed a paper in her hands, requesting her to 
leave the house immediately, and offering her a choice 
of residence at St Andrews, at London, or at Malvern. 

In his last will, dated the 13th of August 1831, he 
lamed as trustees of the whole of his property the Earl 
■ of Leven and Melville, Walter Cook, Esquire, Writer to 
H.M. Signet, Lord Kenyon, the Lord Justice - Clerk 
of Scotland, and Bishop Walker of Edinburgh. The 
trustees of the money intended for St Andrews were 
now to be the subject of unceasing interpellatiocs. 
He wrote to them " to engage at any expense an agent 
to inform him, day by day, what was going forward." 
" My solicitude distresses me much. Excuse my anxiety. 
'.HiBro is danger in the delay of a day." These trustees 
wore to erect a building in harmony with the style of 
Blackfriars Chapel — one of the most beautiful remains 
in a city full of ecclesiastical fragments — to appoint 
four teachers, and also a rector of the Institution. A 

I paper, containing hia own suggestions, was drawn up 
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by Profeesor Alexander; but, when the paper vm 
concloded, he himaeli drew ap another in reply to his 
own ideas. " I am, indeed," he wrote, " reduced to a 
sad dilemma. ... It afflicts me beyond uieaBure to 
think that the funds laid up for giving full effect to a 
system of education, the object of which is the health, 
the hAppiiiess, the moral, rcligioaa, intellectual, and liter- 
ary improvement of the young (lo a d^;ree impracticable 
before) by a new and stupendous engine, may, by mis- 
take or otherwise, be directed to differont pnipoeos. , , , 
The only remedy that occuis to me is to desire that the 
funds be put into Chancery." Such was the utterly 
hopeless condition of Ur Bell's mind — such was the 
faithless outlook that presented itself as he lay at the 
door of death. 

Ho was afraid that some of bis money would go to 
the support of a numlxT of ancient nuieouces — such as 
" charity schools, hospitals, asylunis, colleges, and Utti' 
versitieB." He lumped them all up together, and took 
no note of any distinctions that might be mode, or dif- 
ferences that might posaibly exist. Nothing was to be 
done except for the " Madras (or, as it is often colled, 
the monitorial) system of education." Before that sys- 
tem, education did not axiat. " Do not talk to me of 
your colleges and your imivereitieB. They are asyluma 
for the maimed, the holt, and the blind ; more, they are 
leceptaclBB for tho dead, who cannot hear the new word 
of life which I have spoken, and who must sleep on." 

While Dr Bell was in this anxious state of mind — 
drawn hither and thither by every uew suggestion, driven. 
hither and thither by every new letter he reeeiTed from 
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his correspondents — splitting up his money into portions 
of £10,000, and diatmating the very men to whom he 
proposed to intruat these portions, a. paragraph in the 
newspapera met hia eye about the eatahliahment of a 
Royal Naval School near London. " This is a godsend ! " 
he muttered; and a letter is immediately sent to Sir 
Henry Blaetwood the chairman, to offer him one of hia 
sets of £10,000. He was duly thanked; and Captain 
M'Konochie was despatched to Cheltenham to converse 
with him abont the constitution and purposes of the 
new schooL Captain M'Konochie found that Dr Bell 
had totally lost the power of articulation, and could 
communicate with others only by writing on a slate. 
He sat with hia head sunk on hia breast, raising it 
quickly now and then when he was excited When 
he agreed with the speaker, he pointed to hia eye ; 
when he dissented, a strong grunt was heard in his 
throat. He wrote question after question on tis slate 
with the same impulsive eagerness that had marked his 
whole life. "What do you tliink of my ofFerV "Do 
you know my system 1 " Captain M'Konochie had 
established a school on his system in Scotland. "But 
where did you learn it 1 Have you read my books 1 " 
" Some, not all" Davies is sent off for the last pro- 
duction, "Have yon seen thati" "No." "Then 
take some." "Where have yon seen my system at 
work)" "In Edinburgh and in Chelsea." "GoodI 
Where is the plan of your Naval School 1 " " Oh ! we 
have not got the funds yet," "But my £10,000 — that 
will give you funds at once." " True : but we have just 
learned your kind intention, and have not had tima" 
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" Well ; Lut you have time now. I must have a plan. 
When will you have it 1 Can you bring it to me to- 
night at eight, or to-morrow morning 1 A plan we must 
have." Captain M'Konochie, seeing no way of escape, 
undertook to bring him a plan in the morning, Dr 
Bell stuck to hie own views — in small things as well 
ns in great. He aaked advice from everybody; he 
always rejected it. It was pleasant to him to see how 
many roade he need not go ; and how little those who 
were advising him knew of what they were talking 
about But be liked the excitement — he was fond of 
keeping up the discussion, and had "some reluctance 
finally to conclude, because then the business which 
waa by this time almost necessary to liim (the ac- 
tivity of hifl mind having become morbid) would be 

On Captain M'Konochie's next visit to Cheltenham, 
he met' the trustees from St Andrews. These gentle- 
men had been presented with £120,000 for the good 
of their city ; and they were now called upon to give 
up half of this splendid donation. There is no doubt 
they could have legally hold Dr Bell to his transfer; 
but this would have been ungracious. The old man 
waa afraid they would. Tliey, too, were asked for "a 
plan ; " but they did not even know the rudimentB of 
the System, They were not even Avilling to try to make 
a plan ; they were afraid Dr Bell would disapprove of 
it " They were methodical in their way of doing 
business ; he was capricious and vehement They were 
slow ; he was ^uick. They were very patient ; he was, 
at times, very violent Fire and water would have 
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combined more easily." Such are the trials of donors 
and trustees. 

And now an epistolary dispute arose between Dr Bell 
and his St Andrews trustees. The letters — some of 
them — extend to ten printed pages. He accuses Provost 
Haig, a perfectly honourable man, of using some of his 
money, on the eve of an election, to bring a fresh snpply 
of water to the city. Mr Haig replies ; " I beg to say 
that I never fingered a, shilling of your money, nor did 
I ever make use of it in any way to serve a political 
purpose." Dr Bell heaps letter upon letter and accusa- 
tion upon accusation. He pours red-hot shot into the 
defences of the St Andrews trustees — quiet honest 
gentlemen, who were quite willing to help bim in every 
way. He accuses them of having " kept bim in a state 
of incessant agitation and excitement;" of avaUing 
themselves of " my loss of voice to convert a large portion 
of my property to objects and purposes at entire vari- 
ance with those to which I had proposed to devote 
them;" of "denying my last days the comfort which 
I sought for from an epistolary participation of your 
doings" (this only meant that they should write him by 
every post); "of conceahnent;" of writing "declamations 
to give a death-blow to my debOitated constitution, or 
for a posthumous epistle to the grave, which tells no 
tales ; " and of " trying whether I was so much alive aa 
to be able to discriminate between sophiatry and pre- 
varication and sound reasoning and good sense." Thus, 
in the first part of his long and fiery letter, he com- 
plains tliat they do not write enough; while, in the after 
part, he complains that they want to write him to 
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(loath, in order that thoy may have perfect freedom to 
do as they like. And he concludes in the most char- 
acteristic way : " Finally, I adjure you, by the living 
God, to forward copies of this letter immediately " to 
certain legal authorities in Edinburgh. The trustees 
replied in the meekest and mildest manner. But the 
volcanic soul was in full action ; and he at once wrote 
off to the other Principal in the University and three 
other professors a short note, asking " what immediate 
and brief additional measure can be taken to enforce 
compliance with all my n^piisitions and ii\junctioii8| 
that will lose no time, require no formal deed on my 
part 1 Wliat can be done — what can you do— what can 
I do, in one moment? Write by return of post and 
by every post. . . . Excuse haste. Late for post, and 
not one must be lost." Pour old gentleman 1 he asks 
several excellent men to be his trustees, and then he 
appeals to others whom he hardly knows to tell him 
wliat to do, what can be done, what they can do. 
l^oundless suspicion; infinite isolation. 

Another long epistle followed, in which, among other 
flowers of a luxuriant rhetoric, he says that " Dr Bell's 
little finger, when put to the work, will do more than 
the whole of St Andrews." lie had forgotten the quiet 
idyllic life there — how, in transcendent and sky-like 
repose — the academic inhabitants refused to believe 
that they had left the fifteenth century. Dr Bell had 
got into his head an insatiable desire to see "extra- 
ordinary visitors " appointed, who were to be a check 
on the ordinary trustees. But this the trustees demurred 
to, on the commonnsense ground that the " extraordinary 
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JaitoTs" might themselves want "extraordinary Tisitors" 
9 watcb then', and — as is so often the case in Scotland 
I the power needed to create these new Madras 

s would disappear in friction. 
«f:ttasteea did their best to mollify Dr Bell They 
k advantage of the opportunity of the first quarterly 
examination to write a flowery and laudatory report of 
the two new schools, in which they state that they 
carried in their hands {as if it were a foot-rule) Dr 
Bell's ' Manual ' to apply to the English school, and his 
'Ludus Literariua' to the classical school; that every- 
thing was done as Dr Bell would have it ; and that the 
" proficiency of Andrew Bell Morrison" (a relation of 
the Doctor's) was " sufficiently attested by the unexcep- 
tional evidence of the paidometer;" that"MrWaugh 
has adopted the Novum Organon;" and that Virgil, 
with the happy anticipation of true prophecy, had 
some time previously described in his verses a Madras 
Bchool: — 



I 



" Ao veluti in pratia, nhi tpea oeatate seren^ 
Floribua inaidunt Tariie, et cBndida drciitn 
Lilia fimiiLtntar : strepit omnU maTmurs campus, 
Fervet opus." 



But this appeal to his literary and pedagogic vanity, 
to his family love, and to his weakness for well-woru 
classical quotations, utterly failed. Dr Bell could not 
be moved. He therefore executed " a holograph deed, 
which may or must he my ultimatum." In this deed 
he appointed a large number of miscellaneous gentle- 
men as patrons, and another number as " supplementary 
trustees," The central idea of his holograph deed was 
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that the St Andrews Trust should be managed, not ty 
local pcraoUB, but from EdiuSnirgk But, only a few 
daya after, Dv Bell wrJtoa : " Since writing the holo- 
graph deed, dated 21flt December 1831, I have exe- 
cuted a deed, dated 29tli December 1831, which per- 
hapH supersedes it." Perhaps ; he was not quite BUre. 
And, further on, he launuhes out into another denuncia- 
tion of his own truateea — whom he calls " oetensiblo 
advocates and ineidioua patrons;" and he enumerates 
the " studied embarrosstuentH, machinations, dericea, 
distortions, and perversion of the propositions of a dy- 
ing, speechless, and insulated man, with funds undia- 
posed of." 

In tlio beginning of 1832, Dr Bell grew worse, but 
his mind was as active as over. Mr Davies's bedroom 
was next his own, and he could call him whenever he 
awoke. This "he now generally did at throe, four, 
five, or six o'clock;" and Mr Davies had to get up at 
once, road hia own manuacripta to him, receive hie 
correctiona and recorrections, transfer them from slate 
to paper, read the manuscripts over again, and correct 
and recorrect them once mora ITp to Thursday tlie 
26th of January 1832, his intellect was vigorous and 
his memory unimpaired. The day after he was very 
weak ; and it was plain that the end was not far off. 
Hia friends went to see hira. " Ho was sitting in his 
chair, bis head inclined forward, his breathing short" 
"Wlien Mr Allen came in, he just looked up, and then 
dropped bis eyea again. At half -past ten be was 
aaleep, but still in his chair. Mr Davios and hia two 
women-servants knelt round him, holding the hand of 
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the master whom they loved so well, in spite of his pas- 
sionate manners and exactingness. His breathing became 
softer and gentler, and, when they next looked up, he 
was dead So passed upon a quiet wave of sleep into 
the unknown world the soul of the fiery eager Scotch- 
man, who had fought a good fight, kept faith with God 
and man, and who had also been the lover of, and 
beloved by, children. He was seventy-nine ; and, as a 
prebendary, his body was buried in Westminster Abbey. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

DR bell's correspondence. 

J)k Cell's corrcspoiulonts woro of all kinds, ranks, 
and nationalitioH ; and one niiglit havo expected to find 
a good d(ial of int<;i'0Hting matter — a good many 
cluiracteriHtic njniarks, unconscious revelations, curious 
national traits, and ])ir[uant anecdotes — in thein. But 
it is not so. ])r Jiell kept every note, letter, paper, 
and pamphlet he roc(jived during sixty years ; and it is 
only astonishing how ])arren the mass turns out to be. 
Everybody, with one or two exceptions, writes in the 
most ponderous and 8es(piii)odalian style — it is plain 
that I)r Johnson was still all abroad in the air; and 
everybody i)ay8 everybody else the most elaborate com- 
pliments. The end of last century was tlie period of 
the minuet; and George III.'s sons and daughters danced 
that slow and elaborate dance for entire evenings — 
hours at a time — with each other. The personages in 
Dr IhlVa letters walk and talk as if they were dressed 
in the stiffest pasteboard or brocade, as if life might be 
spent in writing and in reading letters, as if the old 
antediluvian span had come into existence once more. 
Dr Bell writes of Ids two young American pupils : 
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" To London they owe several very genteel accomplisli- 
menta. . . . They keep uo company, but that in 
the very first line of life. . . . Your sons have, 
among their con-disciples and most intimate friends at 
St Andrews, an earl, the son of an earl, the son of 
a bishop, the grandson of a bishop, and the sons of 
knights in great number." Thus people talked in pedi- 
grees, and arranged their conversation according to pre- 
cedence. And these two young gentlemen themselves, 
going home to Virginia rather unexpectedly, cannot 
say that their father ami mother were both glad and 
surprised to see them, but must put their facts and feel- 
ings in this eighteenth century fashion ; " Our meeting 
with papa and mamma was joyful beyond description. 
The engine of paternal affection waa conjoined with 
that of surprise, by no means weak, you will allow. 
Wo announced our arrivals with our own persons." 

And we find a Mr Sikea opening a correspondence 
with Dr Eell after this wise : " My acquaintance with 
yon haa indeed been short ; hut it has served to per- 
Boade me that yon possess those respectable qualities 
of head and heart which ought to make me desirouB of 
improving it," In fact, one might just as well take to 
reading the ' Polite Letter-Writer.' 

The few women who write to him are by far the 
beat of his correspondents. They say what tliey have 
to say in fewer and simpler words than the men, some 
of whom write in the most long-drawn, ponderous, and 
dreary style. Mrs Berkeley, the wife of the then 
Dean of Canterbury, is one of these correspondents. 
She thanks Dr Bell for "haK-a-iiozen elegant dried 
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bottle bonnetB " (history haa forgotten to give any de- 
scription of these), and adviaee till young men "who 
mean to eucceod, ever to plough with the hoifer, if they 
mean to rise; for, whether the lords of the creation luiov 
it or not, or are too proud to own it, we females, one 
way or another, openly, or, as the French nay, sourii*- 
meni, whether we be wife, mistress, sister, or daughter, 
guide the world." And sho goes on to volunteer to Dr 
Boll, who must have known the climate of St Andrews 
very well, a description of a St Andrews winter, which 
is perfectly accurate. " Alas I we " {in Canterbury) 
" have not had a St Andrews wijjter. I wished myself 
there all the vilo frosty severe weather. If I bad a 
good safe balloon, Mrs Flnshatn, who is now with us 
on a visit, and I both declare we would set oft' in it in 
the beginnuig of November, and stay till Jlay, then up 
again to England. My neighbouni used to provoke me 
by saying, ' Well, madam, this can bo nothing to you 
who have been in Scotland.' I rave at them. I can 
conceive that an Edinburgh winter may be bad enough, 
but in London I never suffered so little cold as I did 
in St Andrews in winter : no, they were pleasant in- 
deed." The present writer thoroughly agrees with Mrs 
Berkeley. Dry, mild, genial winters are the rule at St 
Andrews; and there is also at all seasons the most 
blithe, light, inspiriting, and uplifting air in the whole 
of Great Britain. 

Another female correspondent, Jtra Cleghom, is more 
sentimental, and not so sensible as Mrs Berkeley, When 
Dr Bell writes her that he is going to India, she replies; 
" Your letter, my dear sir, I road over with a mixed 
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pleasuTO, and could not forbear shedding tears of 
mingled pleasure and pain when I considered," — and 
BO on. 

The hard worldly wisdom which marked the latter 
half of the eighteenth century shows itself without the 
smalleat particle of shamii or shyness in these letters. 
iSr Dempster sets forth the then art of rising in the 
Church : " Orders taken hy a man who has only one 
patron ia a dangerous e.'jperiment. But, if that one pa- 
tron has one prior engagement, the danger is quadrupled; 
the danger, indeed, is converted into a certainty of 
starving, and not alone ; for among the iine girls in Eng- 
land even a curate cannot resist matrimony ; and then 
(ioi have mercy on the poor curate, his poor wife, and 
poorer children ! It is not to be done. But orders, to 
return to America, in the clerical line, is not so had." 

The oddest people appear in the correspondence at 
wide intervals. Ajuong odd people those who continue 
to discover perpetual motion must always be reckoned. 
Dr Lucas is among this number. He imtes, in 1789 
" I shall cheerfully communicate to you, that my asser- 
tions of having discovered the Perpetmim mobile dur- 
ante materid, are not without foundation." fortunately, 
no squarer of the circle attacked the sympathetic Doctor- 
But it is astonishing what hundreds of pages of tempo- 
rfffy mbhish Southey thought it right to print in the 
coTTespondence of and with Dr BelL Hero is an 
average example : " When you are at leisure, ascertain 
the component parts and proportions of the best plaster 
need at your settlement, with the mode of preparing it, 
^U&d favour me with a memorandum on the subject." 
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Mr MiLiiigehatnp, when on a visit to Canton, sent 
Dr Bell a ploaaant ftrmnnt of tbu Chinese theory of the 
woalhcr. Mr Millingchamp had raised tlie astonish- 
ment of the Chinese at hia learning, and they "tell tne 
I have very cunnina iwdde, . . . According to Lan- 
ing-tyen, there are two specioB of air; or, as the Tuking 
nioro pointedly expreBsea it, tho air has two sexes. "When 
they agree, the sBosons am regular, the weather favour- 
able, com grows ; when tliQy disagree, and the she-air 
will not permit the lie-air to ui)i>rnach her, the conae- 
quences are terribli?. He flies round her in a whirlwind, 
or typhoon. Eartliqunkea are cauaed hy the male air 
enclosed in the bowels uf the earth, and struggling to 
make its oBcapo. The souls of good men after death 
take up their residence in tho Iic-air, and become josses 
or semi-gods ; tho souk of had men pass into the she- 
nir, and become so many devils, . , , Of the seven 
causes which authorise a divorce, the first ia a woman's 
talking too much," 

We catch a good many glimpses of Lord Comwallis'fl 
campaign with Tippoo Saih ; but there is very little of 
the smallest interest. Colonel Floyd writes : " I felt 
the consequence of my corps at Sattimangulum, and 
knew tho loss of it would entail tho losa of all I waa 
anxious in the extreme ; hut, I thank God, felt per- 
fectly collected and greatly animated. I was struck 
with the remark of a reapoctahle sepoy of the 25th 
hattahon. He had a large white beard. During the 
cannonade on tho 13th I went along the front, and 
spoke to the men. I looked as I really fult, perfectly 
serene. Every man mot my eye with a amUo. I 
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lopped to hear sometlimg a sepoy said, and waa 

ressed by the venerable beard I have mentioned I 

'Sardar, on these occasiona General Smith al- 

faya led ua to the enemy's guna.'" — It is Colonel 

Igyd also who senda Dr Hell Goethe's piece of 

prorldly wisdom — 

" Laseet den Narren eben lum Narren eeyn, wie eichs gehiirt. " 

Turned into plain English : " For God's sake never 
give yourself the least trouble about ill-tempered and 
foolish people, but consider it a great honour and a 
iing to be hated by them." From one of his lettera, 
obtain a glimpse of the state of Europe in 
The era is singularly eventful towards crowned 
Sweden assassinated; Denmark insane; Bri- 
tain has known her misfortunes and accidents ; Orange, 
though no crowned head, chief of a great country, nearly 
expelled, but restored by armed force ; France dethroned, 
imprisoned, and liable to further misfortunes ; Empire ' 
said to be poisoned ; Portugal insane ; Spain not very 
wise. I see none but Prussia, who reigns in full, 
personal prosperity; . . . Euasia, though victorious, 
greatly reduced by her late war, and personally infirm. 
think there are no less than three sovereigns in Europe 
ible to attempts on their persons, owing to the colour 
the times." All this might have been written again, 
th conaiderable truth, in 1848, and again in this year 
grace 1880 ; only, instead of three sovereigns "liable 
attempts on their persons," there ia now indeed not 

' AuBtriit prolially. 
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one, unlesa it be sonio of the minor aub-kings in the 
south of Germany. 

Colonel Floyd was alao a practical philoaoplier, and 
a man who, though ho wrote clumeily enough, had a 
broad bottom of coramoo-Benso. He had mentioned 
some of his carca to Dr Hell, who had referred to them 
again. Colonel Floyd replies from Pondicherry — a 
French aottlenient in India — " When I name cares, it 
would be unjust and ungrateful to fancy myself weighed 
down by them. On the contrary, I feel and own, with a 
heart full of piety and gratitude, that I have no cares 
that grieve, but all the enjoyment a reasonable being 
can well have. My wife and myself liave uninterrupted 
health ; our children are all I can ]toBsih]y wish them; 
my affairs clearly above hoard ; my friends tried and 
truej and I reckon it among my chief comforts that 
there is no person living to whom I boar hatred ; I 
don't mean to say I have no enemies, but thoy ore bo 
obscure, or so impotent, that I can neither fear nor 
hate them. . . . All are on pretty good terms here. 
Christmaa Eve is a time of nmch religious performance. 
The young Saviour of mankind is represoated in wax, 
after having been duly announced by the angel to the 
shepherds, and great numbers of young angels fly about 
like butterflies," 

It is odd to find controversies which even now occupy 
the time and thought of sensible and considerate people, 
raging and getting discussed in the very same form and 
almost in the very same plirases in the heguming of the 
century. A landowner in the Highlands, a Mr Mac- 
kenzie, is anxious to introduce the System. But he 
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" found the Highland Society ao enamoured of tha I 
Gaelic language, that it would he in vain, at present 1 
at least, to expect them to give up this favourite idea. I 
They are even tliiakjng, I am told, of instituting a Pro- 1 
feasor of the Gaelic language at one of the Universitiea. I 
Osaian ia the only inducement to this attempt." "What ■ 
■would Matthew Arnold and Professor Elackie say to I 
thia t Mr Mackenzie goes on : " As a living language^ M 
■Gaelic clearly ereatea a harrier between the Highlander ' 
and his fellow -subjects, which excludes improvement 
of all kinds, and robs the country of the henefita it 
would otherwise more completely derive from this part , 
of its population," This is the argument which Dr W. ■ 
Chambers has lately advanced, and treated with great I 
aptness and ability. I 

It strikes one with an odd feeling of old newness I 
and surprise when we find Dr Bell, in repljing to Mr 1 
Mackenzie, telling him that "the General Assembly otM 
the Kirk of Scotland, in the year 1806 — not mudt.'l 
unlike the French Convention — choose to debate on thfrl 
existence of God." I 

Dr Boll was always strong upon the point of learning 1 
at first-hand from facts — from nature — from childrsal 
themselves. In a letter to Richard L. Edgeworth, ha I 
aaya ; " There is only one hook which I have studied, 
and which I take the liberty to recommend to you. It 
ia a book in which I learned all I have taught, and in 
which you will find all I have tuught, and infinitely 
more than I have taught. It is a book open to all 
alike, and level to every capacity. It only requires 
time, patience, and perseverence, with a dash of zeal a 
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(•nthusiaem in the perusal Thie book you havo filled 
iiiB with iJie hopes of eoeing booh in your hands. 

" In reading tliU book my way is to submit evary 
hint wliich it suggests to the test of experience ; aod 
r have transcribed into my humble essay no obaerva- 
tion till I had established its authenticity and demon' 
stmted its truth in the mode beet adapted to my 
capacity, most congenial to my habits, and most aatit- 
factory to my mind — namely, that ot facta and ex- 
perience." And Vt Bell was perfectly right. There 
is an immense mass of second - hand and unauthenti- 
cated " knowledge " afloat in society ; there is a large 
circulation of iiaper-notos with no bullion which they 
re|)reaent ; and he is a benefactor who brings ua back 
to the truth of nature and tlie firm rock of fact, 

Dr Bell goes on, always coming nearer and nearer to 
life and truth: "Our Saviour tells us that if we would 
enter into tlie kingdom of heaven, we must become oa 
little children. It is, then, that among children, and 
from them, and by becoming one of them, we are to 
learn those simple doctrines of nature and truth, in- 
nate in them, or which readily occur to their mind^ U 
yet unbiassed by authority, prejudice, or custom. . . . 
What remains to be done could be done by thousands 
better than by me, if they could be brought to give 
their mind to it and take pleasure in it ; but it ia a 
drudgery to most men from which they seek only to 
escape." Tliis opinion of iJr liell'a that " teaching 
is a drudgery " is still hold by thousands of people — 
and even by teachers themselves ; and it is probably in 
looking for the true answer to the question — Why ia 
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teaching a drudgery I tliat a cure will be found for a. 
prevalest disease, and for mucli of the inalaise that 
afflicts modem society. This question, of course, in- 
cludes the two larger questions : What is the average 
teaching just now 1 and— What is the best teaching 1 

Dr Bell's advice to Mr Edgeworth regarding the 
spirit in which he should prosecute his inquiries is 
also excellent: "You wUl grow," he says, "in the 
Jieceasary knowledge as you go along. Do not harass 
yourself in pursuit of new information. Do not dis- 
tract your mind by hunting for a variety of schemes. 
Lose no time. In the couise of your proceedings, you 
will learn what you can nowhere else learn." He con- 
tinues his advice into details : " Short lessons, short 
boots. . . . Nothing is so facile and j 
teach ab initio; nothing so difficult and i 
to un teach those who have been ill taught." 

A few letters from S. T. Coleridge and Kohert 
Southey appear in the correspondence; aad these are 
to some extent interesting. In one, written 16th April 
1808, Coleridge makes the sensible remark that "ob- 
jectors are far more pernicious than avowed antagonists. 
Men who are actuated by fear and perpetual suspicion 
of human nature, and who regard their poor brethren 
as possible highwaymen, burglars, or Parisian revolu- 
tionists (which includes all evil in one), and who, if 
God gave them grace to know theii own hearts, would 
find that even the little good they are willing to assist 
proceeds from fear,^ from a momentary variation in the 

' Or like those persons mentioned hy an old Spotcli lady : 
fi They're like cata — all the good tliej do cornea from ill-natttre." 
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bnlancQ of probabilitios, ^rhich happened to be in 
favour of letting their brothren know just enough to 
kaep them from the gallows. Oh, dear Dr Bell, you 
are a great man I Never, never permit minds 80 in- 
ferior to your own, however high their artifical rank 
may be, to induce you to pare away an atom of what 
you know to be right. . . . From fear, diatruat, and 
the apirit of compromise, proceeds all that is evil" 
And he adds : " Se assured, while I have life and 
power, I shall find a deep consolation in being your 
zealous apostle." 

The following is a good illustration of the fact that 
many people still believe that human beings are made 
to fit into systems, and not that systems are invented 
for human beings. Mr D. P. Watts writes to Dr Bell 
in 1809, to tell him that a Sunday-school is going to be 
opened in Weymouth j " and, as it commences about the 
time of commemoratuig the entrance into the fiftieth 
year of the reign of his Majesty, the new school is to 
open with jifiy boys and j\^iy girls" No sympathy 
can be felt for all or any of the boys and girls over tltat 
number; and, when Mr Watts and his allies were so 
exact, why did they have the girls at all ! That was to 
put his Majesty's reign into its hundredth year. 

The same Mr Watts happily bits another odd human 
failing. A large proportion of civilised beings in these 
islands are often much troubled with the ulterior conse- 
quences of what they do, and are afraid — if they throw 
their walnut-shells about — they may hit a genie in the 
eye and blind him. They want to bo miniature Pro- 
vidences, and to " trammel up the consequence " wher- 
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T can. A certain party in the earlier part 1 
lOf the century, maintained that " education (hy which I 
"(they meant reading and writing) abates the enei^ of 1 
the lower orders, relaxes their laborious exertions, and I 
i their ardour." Mr Watts, when at Weymouth, f 
gees a boat capsize. The young officer was drowned. I 
The two men clung to the boat. The wind was blowing I 
le, and the waves were high. Three boats at once I 
«et off to save the men, who were holding on to tho I 
teel of their boat. " A thought occurred to me, that I I 
would examine if theae brave boatmen could read and | 

i, and I took some pains to ascertain tho facts ; : 
t proved that, of the five first boat's crew, four could I 
[ and write; and of the second crew, three could I 
•lead and write." Hence it is demonstrated that "educa- 1 
tion" does not damp native ardour or freeze the genial J 
current of the souL Further on in his letter, Mr Watte I 
Btated as an axiom what Stein was driven upon by hard 4 
fflxperience: "What has overwhelmed other states in J 
Europe — French superiority or their own moral iit> I 
■firmity 1 The stability of a country begins in the '| 
KhooL" 

It is cheering to find a man writing in this way in I 
the year 1809. 



The Stability of a Codstkt i 



i School." 



That would not be a bad motto for a statesman 1 

■liind between his eyes. 

Mr Watts writes in another letter, of the year 1 
"ft schoolmaster in Swabia, who had superintended 
■eminary fifty-one years with severity. It had \ 
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inferred, from recorded obBervBtions, that ho had given 
911,500 caidugs, 124,000 flogginga, 209,000 cuBtodie§, 
136,000 tips with tlie ruler. 10,200 boxPB on the ears, 
22,700 tasks by himrt, 700 etaiids on j^aa, 600 kneels 
on a ahurp edge, 600 fouls' ctipa, 1700 holda of rods; 
and the repoi't closed with thia quotation from Martial ! 
" Femlw tristes, scej'tra pnodEigogomm eeBsant." 

We have no meana of ascertaining the truth or even the 
probability of this terrible list of charges against thia 
unnamed and unknown school mitstor; butfao reniitida one 
of the famous Gcnnan judge of tho sixteenth century, 
who is said to have sentenced 30,000 people to death. 

Coleridge called Dr Loll " a. great man " to bis face ; 
and, in another letter (in 1811), Soutliey couples him 
with Clarkson, and is proud that he has " the honour of 
numbering among my friends, the two greatest bene- 
faotors of the human race who have appeared since 
Martin Luther." But nature provides a atoudy crop of 
" great men " — esjiecially in the United States ; and 
many of thom are among the least known ; for both 
before and after Agamemnon, great and brave men 
have lived and died and been forgotten. Tho better 
for them. 

The correspondence is full of advice from clergymen, 
both to others and to men of their own profession. Tha 
beat piece of advice is contributed by Colonel, now 
General, Floyd, in a letter to Dr Boll : " I never shall 
forget the answer of one of our primates to a body of 
clergy, who brought him an address, complaining of the 
increase of aoctarian and itinerant preachers, and asking 
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i advice -what they abould do, " Gentlemen," said 
(ithe revered man, " out-preacli them — out-live them ! " ^ 
Dr Betl's old friend, Mr Dempster, contributes i 
escription of the piocessea of Scotch law, which is not 
Rwithout a modicum, both of picturesqueness and of truth. 
l*Th6 whole fraternity of agents," he says, writing in 
"those in the bailie's town courts, the sheriff's i 
■ county courts, the Admiralty and Commissary Courts, | 
■'the two Courts of Session, the Court of Exchequer in. i 

Scotland, the Court of Appeal from them all in England, 
■■where indecision personified presides — all, all are now 
> incorporated in one great fraternity. They have a com- 
mon seal ; and their motto ia procrastination. They 
copy the rules of tho fos- hunter. A cause is their | 
game. The chase is their sport. Covers are formed , 
to protect the animal, and prolong the sport. Worry- 
11^ at starting is penal They give the game law in | 
both senses of the word. They glory in the length of I 
B, but Boldom insert its duration in the news- I 
papers. Here the metaphor ends. They regularly j 
inform their client, they hope next sesaion the i 
vill make an important step. They submit patiently 1 
io have the blame tlirown on their shouldeiB, and | 
Ntaliate by throwing it off their own backs on the 
adverse agents' shoulders ; and, O God, have mercy on 
the poor client I He reminds me of a pool in summer. 
Evaporation imperceptibly dries him up. Let the con- J 
int copies for your scholars be— 'taw is a hottomr-\ 
n pit.' " 

In a letter of 1814 to Mr Abbot, the then Speaket'J 
' Live better and longer— beat them at Uring. 
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of tho IIouBe of Commoiia, Dr Boll indicates a troth 
wliich still hoB Bonio value for us of the preheat day. 
Ho says: "Alinoat all tlio ruformers temunate where 
they l»gin, with Aots of Parliament, boardB, Becretaries, 
treoBurura, and salaries, for doin^ what they either do 
not know how to do, or do not do what is most easy 
to be done, and wlmt now is tlie time to do — that wa 
are happily at peace with all the world." Dt Bell 
means that people are too ready to reat content with 
machinery, Tliuy uliict bcIiooI boards; they get able 
men to sit upon them; they euluct a most intelligent 
anil vigilant clerk ; they give him a number of vigorous 
assistanta ; they invent books, and schedules, and reporta 
of all kinds, which are returnable and returned each day 
anil every day ; — but they often forget that the teacher 
is tho heart and braia of all this beautiful and well- 
contrived machinery, and that, if he does not work ae 
a strong humanising power, all the rest may be merely 
waste paper and soulless statistics. What are tho in- 
fluencoB that are actually at work to cultivate the young 
Boul and mind — by literature, by science, and by art t — 
that is tlie real question for school boards and for that 
active and enthusiastic class that in theee later times 
go by the name of educationists. To build schools, to 
put living and registering machinery inside of them, 
is no more than to build depots, and enter the number 
of cadres in the Army Department books, and then say 
to the world, and to your country, that you have got aa 
army. These things one ought to have done, and not 
leave the other undone. 

Mr Dempster has peculiar and not unreasonable 
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viewB about Ireland and the mode of climbing to a 
bishopric He writes (27th August 1813), "Do you 
never think of extending your labours to Ireland t 
There is a field I The wittiest, sliarpest, handsoiaest 
people in Europe left in a ferocious state of barbarism, 
between a learned Protestant clergy who do nothing, 
and an ignorant, bigoted, Catholic priesthood who do 
too much, because the Government does nothing for 
them. . . , Don't moderate your ambition to Sher- 
buin Hospital, but continue your progress to the mitre. 
For very little money you may be paragraphed up 
to the episcopal throne. A few superficial essays on 
chemistry, and an apology for the Bible, have made 
bishops; flogging the Westminster" schoolboys, arch- 
bishops. What are their labours or merits compared 
with yours 1 If well puffed, as it would admit of, 
what will not the rising generation owe you ? Plough- 
men, between their yotings, reading the Old Testament ; 
the If ew read by the mill: maids and dustmen ; cobblers 
solving problems algebraically, and girls drawing maps 
of Europe on their samplers." It is plain that Mr 
Dempster thought himself standing in the morning 
light of a new millennium of education. His appor- 
tionm.ent of the Old Testament to ploughmen, and of 
the New to dustmen, is more antithetic than correct. 

A Mrs A has also some original ideas on educa- 
tion — as, indeed, which of us has not 1 How good 
education is, like religion, for other people ; and how 
easy and pleasant is the architecture of Spanish castlea 
for the benefit of mankind. In building these, the f oot- 
Ltule is not wanted ; all that is wanted is a metaphor, to 
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wliich you stick wherever it carries you j and it always 
caixioa you into new and wonderful countries. Mrs 

A 'a metaphor is "the river of languaga" She 

aaya, after other ebidlJeEt expresaiona of hopeful faith : 
" It appears likewiao to mo, from the character of lan- 
guages, that they might be more aimplilied, and mode 
mofe easy hy bringing them from the source ; that 
carrying up the stream must always be the more diffi- 
cult way. Wo learn that, in the time of the Eoforma- 
tion in Scotland, cliildren of six or aeveii yeara of age 
road the Hebrew and Greek Bibles. If the Hebrew 
is the root of all language, and can be so easily at- 
tained, would it not be the moat lit to begin with)" 
This is a delicious educational morsel The authen- 
ticity of the facts, the insight into history and human 
nature, the rapidity and cogency of the reasoning, all 
make it well worthy of the attention of the Educa- 
tion Department, the London School Board, and the 
Asaociittion of Head-Maaters. 

A Monsieur Ttmuuff writes fiom Yvenlun on the 
23th of May 1819, to Mr Johnson, the Head-Master 
of the Central School, and gives a tolerably lucid 
account of the thought and work of M PeatalozKL It 
may not be out of place to select a few sentences front 
this long letter. M, Timueff begins at the very be- 
ginning. " Man," he says, " comes out of the bosom of 
nature as an individual being — that is, he brings into 
the world only as much as nature has given him. . . . 
Those amongst whom he grows have a holy sacred 
obligation to educate him. Nature herself declares it 
ill the relations between the parents and their children. 
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Education can he perfect only in so far as we 

)W the coursa nature points out. The science of 
Lnman nature — eo great that it may even be called 
t?ie knowledge of the world — is far from its perfection, 
and, consequently, education also. 

"Nature points out the means for every education 
The tender love and pure faith, animating all members 
of a family, give us a most excellent opportunity to 
observe and to imitate the means nature employs for 
their development. But the time of such a pure and 
exemplary family life is not yet come. Till that is the 
case we are in want of schools. Now, you see, if the 
school must properly be called the house of education, 
it must be a perfect image of pure natural relationn. 
By that the holy obligations of father or mother lies 
upon the teacher or upon the mistress ; and, if they feel 
the importance of their duty, as father and mother to 
their children, then nature, by the voice of the heart, 
will tell them what they must be to their scholara ; and 
the scholars, by the same voice of nature, will be called 
on to be what for their instructors they must and can 
be. Iteciproeal love and faith are the movers, if one 
desires to obtain a true education. 

"M. Pestalozzi's principles are: — 

" (i.) Give the things before the signs. 

" (iL) The perfection of conclusions depends on the 
perfection of iitetruttion. That is, the more exact in- 
tuitive impressions yon can convey to the mind by 
the way of the senses, the more perfect wiU the under- 
^ standing be. 

" (iii.) Jlie child must be led from simplo on to more 
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eompUx ideas; and from one simple combinaiion to the 
next more intricate. 

"(iv.) Let the diild he spontaneously active; secure 
him from faults ; and only suggest to him what h» is 
to do. 

" The elBttients of M. Pestolozzi'B Byetem are — iaaa, 
aumber, and language. 

" Form. — Every form can be reduced to its element ; 
and this element ia a line. By the gradual combination 
of Btiaight and curved lines, the child ie led to the 
analyais of every form ; hy the invention of forms tlie 
child exercises his reproductive intuition. This entirely 
pure exercise crcatee the liigheBt d<'gree of activity in 
the power of the child's mind. Tlien, the form ia con- 
sidered as a dimensimi (in geometry). Here intuition, 
judgment, and conclusion combine. 

"Number. — The element of every number ia a unit J 
and every number is composed of units. This redoo- 
tion of every number to units must be supposed before 
the child comes to eipliering. Therefore, mental calcu- 
lation must precede ciphering. 

" Language. — Speech is not only the production of 
very skilfully contrived organs, but the fruit of our 
thinking spirit. Spirit cannot act upon spirit, for it 
is not within the conditions of time and space. In 
this respect language is a subject which clothes itaelf 
■tvith a garment which ia objective — or which has a 
material form, that is, sound." 

Dr Bell did not think much of PestalozEi; he 
was too deeply engaged m brooding over his own Sys- 
tem. One of his correspondents, a Mr Bather, quite 
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^peea with him; "Pestalozzi ifl, I daresay, a ■wise and 
good man ; hut he eeoms to have invented nothing. 
... If I understand the little I have seen of him, 
while you by your new power enable one man of sense i 
to educate five hundred children, he will rc(inire about I 
a score of philosophers to educate one hundred. What . 
he does in the way of teaching, he does exactly as you | 
do, by means of the ' Assiduous Exactor,' ^ always at hio | 
pupil's elbow; hut you have shown us how to create | 
these exactors by aelf-tnition ; but, if we are to follow I 
must import them all, from whence I know I 
not." 

A Sir James Langham sends to Dr Bell an extract 
translated from a Fekin Gazette, and remarks that the 
ideas of the Emperor of China and of Dr Bell jump I 
marvellously together ; " His Majesty the Emperor has. 
idso examined the progress made by his fourth son, a ' 
lad of fourteen years of age, and is much disappointed I 
to find him quite unable to itrite verses. The emperor 1 
remembers well that his august father, the late emperor, 
examined him when he was thirteen years of age, at I 
which time verses were daily composed by him. Hia [ 
Majesty attributes the present failure to the prince's \ 
tutors, and has ordered a complete set of now masters." 
This is distinctly imperial; hia Majesty orders "a com- 

of new masters " with as much ease as ha f 
would a new suit of clothes or a new set of furniture | 
for the prince's room. 

In 1831 Southey was making ready to write a general I 

■ A phraae of Quintilian'a ; "Ke opus qnidem erit hac c 
[ gatioue, si assiJuus atujioium txactot adatittrit." 
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survey of tho stato of education in England ;' and he 
writes to Dr Iloll from Keawick on the 16th of Janu- 
ary : " Wliat I liavo to show is that mischief is done, 
not by having too much education, but too little ; that, 
if it were general, it would no more make the children 
of the peasantry above tlu^ir station than it has done in 
Scotland ; that, of some kind or other, let Government 
do what they will, it must become general, and is becom- 
ing so ; and that, if they do not surround their estab- 
linhnients with a wtill-conRtrueUul outwork of national 
rcIiooIh, nothing can save them and their establishments 
from d(iHtructi()n. It was no fault of yours that this 
was not done many years ago ; and I have no sin of 
omiflsion to answer for upon this score," But what 
wiw seen with purfcct distinctness by Mr Southey 
in 1831 is not even yet universally admitted in 
1880. 

In the same way, Professor Leslie of Edinburgh sends 
I)r Bell some excellent remarks which still continue to 
point the way to improvements that are not adopted, 
and to sensible methods that are kept out by the pres- 
sure of routine. '* Custom lies upon us like a weight, 
heavy as frost, and docip almost as life." " Nothing," 
says Sir John Leslici, " can be more galling or prepos- 
terous than the usual mode of loading the memory with 
long, barbarous, and absurd grammar rules, which only 
retard the acquisition of the language, destroy all its 
beauties by tasteless mechanical associations, and are 
forgotten as soon as by practice the language has be- 
come familiar. ... A great desideratum in schools 
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is a proper selection of speciineiia of composition. Be- 
sideis religious and moial subjects, passages from poeta 
or oiatoig, -we ahoulii liave an extensive selection in 
history, biography, natural history, the raechaaical arts, 
mauiifactures, navigation, and commerce. It would he 
of national importance if men of higher talents would 
lend theii aid to this design, ... I should pro- 
pose that these grammars and school selections should 
be stereotyped, and furnished in such portions as should 
be wanted, at a penny a sheet. A boy need not have 
more at a time than would serve him half a year. 
Nothing can be ao wasteful or preposterous as to put 
into a hoy's hand a thick volume, which ia generally 
thumbed and useless before a score of pages have been 
studied." 

Mr Hugh Cleghorn, at one time a Professor at St 
Andrews, expresses in a letter of the 19tb of October 
1831, some very strong views as to the maintenance of 
endowed institutions. His opinions are very like those 
of Mr Eobert Lowe : " If these institutions," he says, 
" cannot support themselves, no adventitious assistance 
can render them usefuL Learned retirement and se- 
cluded leisure for study is nonfiense. The world is the 
school of letters as well as of business. The political 
agitations of Greece produced her poets and pliiloaopheis 
as well as her statesmen, while the monMah establish- 
ments of our fathers, with their seclusion and endow- 
ments, produced only the jargon of technical langu^e, 
and fettered themselves and their disciples with the 

ipertineuce of academic forms. They educate men moat 
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profoundly learned find moat conBiimtntitely ignorant J 
ftnd I am almost inclined to regard them as agyluma for 
opinions, which, like cast -off mistreseos, have bean 
kicked out of every decent company." Tliere is much 
strong good sense here ; but it is surely too aheoIutOt 
What aiB we to think of Chairs of Beaearchl And 
Goethe speaks quite differently : — 



. Mr Cloghorn gooa on to make some reniarks which 
are not without applicability to the year 1881: "If 
the duration of bunion life is to bo determined by the 
only rational standard, the aucceasion of yroat events 
which have passed during its existence, we are the 
longest-lived generation that ever appeared upon earth. 
But, unhappily, man ia the only brute who derives no 
■wisdom from experience. For nearly forty years we 
have witnessed the wickedness and the calanntiea of 
France; wo have seen her, except during an interregnum 
of despotism, poaaessed of a king without power, of 
a nobility without privileges, of a poegii of legislators 
and no law, and of the whole body of the people 
swearing allegiance to a constitution which tlioy, as yet, 
have not formed ; and, to crown aD, singing Te Deums 
for the national confuaioa Thia unhappy atate, mer- 
cifully held out to us as a beacon to shun, a branch 
of our legislators wish to follow as a light to direct. 
The great body of the people, too, commonly become 
most outrageous when they have most reason to be 
contented." 
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And he concludes his letter, an octogenarian writing 
to an octogenarian : " Let us all remember, in the lan- 
guage of Socrates, that 'he who prays for long life, for 
riches, or for health, prays for the throw of a dice, or 
the chance of a battle,' " 
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If it wore said tlmt Dr Boll was a succeaeful man in 
the field which he set himself to cultivate, and that hd 
made a few warm friends in hiB [itissage through life, 
— that would perhaps bo all that could be accurately 
asserted of his career. lie was not an intoroeting man ; 
he was not a great man ; he had very little inaigbt iato 
human nature, though hero and there are to be found 
glimpses of truth; he wua aingiilarly narrow-minded; 
and he was in sovoral respects a ti<rrible bore. There 
is in his own ndnd hardly a trace of education — hardly 
the araallest sign of literary culture. lie had road 
Cicero and Quintilian, MUton and Locke ; but he had 
road thorn only for the purpose of digging out of thorn 
mottoes for the chapters of his works, or passages in 
support of his own conclusions, Tliero is no more trace 
of literature or of literary culture in all liia voluminoua 
writings than there is in tho minutes of a corporation 
or the report of a banking com^jany. Ho remained to 
the end of his days of the opinion which he expressed 
when ho was acting as tutor to his two American 
pupils : " I thought that a good band was better tluin 
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all the Greek and Latin in the univeraa" And, even 
after he waa a richly heneficed cle^yman, he looks 
upon grammar-achools and universities chiefly as places 
where people "contract prejudices." His whole mind 
and Boul were ahaorbed in the one idea of extending to 
the whole world the blessings and the peculiarities of 
the Madras System. 

But there is no doubt that his character is interesting 
from its largeness, its massiYenesa, and simplicity ; and 
he always seems to have retained his power of attrac- 
tion for childrem It ia clear all through his life that 
he was determined "to have his own wayj" but he 
waa not very careful to make that way smooth and 
easy for others. When Mr Wilmont, one of his assist- 
ants, spends two days with him in the country, the 
time is almost entirely taken up with " lecturings and 
marries a wife ; and he dismisses her. 
That is all we know. She comes into hia biography 
like a shadow, and she goes out i^ain hke a shadow. 
She is a name and nothing more. He no doubt treated 
her to a perpetual course of " lecturings and scoldings : " 
perhaps she was a woman of spirit and replied. This 
■would, in the Doctor's eyes, bo high treason, and she 
must ga We know nothing of her; and the field is ab- 
solutely open to every kind of conjecture. Then he was 
himself very parsimonious ; and perhaps her allowances 
His married life was not a success — as his 
achool life was. 

iminently able in money -dealings ; and if 
he had gone into business, he would probably have 
become a merchant-prince. When a tutor in America, 
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he trades in currency and tol>acco ; when going out to 
the East Indiea, ho manages to get a freo poasage — 
" which will snvo him £200 " — and even to make money 
on tlie way hy having a cloaa of officers on board. He 
was the first man to apply to oilucation the principle of 
" payment by rosulta." " He regarded money," gays Mr 
Bamfoni, "as the primum mobile and only efficient 
stimulant in the world. He excited maatora by a 
negative kind of throat. Ho did not say ' Do this, 
and you ehalt have so much beyond your regular and 
fixed salary ' — which at beet muat bo baroly anffleient 
to command the noccsaaries of life — but ' Do this, or 
you shall be mulcted, or lose your eitimtion.' Ho 
would havo had all the masters under such an arbitrary 
kind of control that, if tho school did not weeltly and 
monthly increase in numbers, and order, and attendance, 
and improve in progress, the masters should bo Bubjoct 
to weekly and monthly fines, and be paid according to 
the periodical state of the school 'I can do more," 
said he to the Archbishop of Canterbury, taking half- 
a-crown out of his pocket — 'I can do more with 
this half-crown than you can do with all your fixed 
salaries.'" "VixGre fortes ante Agamemnona;" and 
Dr Bell is not tho only man who has tried to fix 
burdens on the shoulders of others, which they them- 
selves touched with but ono of their fingers. "Pay- 
ment by results " is a divine thought ; and it is beyond 
a doubt the ultimate tost of the hvea of all of us. But 
then it should be applied with complete inipartiality to 
every profession — to the army, tlie navy, law, medicine, 
and the Church, as well as to education. The fact is. 
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that many good people are still unwilling to look upon. I 
education aa anything hut a process ■which may be [ 
'wanied on by some kind of machinery or other — more | 
esa intelligent. They wont to judge it, but to have ] 
hand in it ; they do not see that it ia the 
prooesa in our social life the conductora of which muat 
be frankly and simply regarded as colle^ues — aa frienda 
and helpers, not as menials and serving-men. 

Dr Bell'a strength of will carried him from a humble 
position to a stall in Westminster Abbey- — lifted him I 
from the status of curate to be master of a hospital — I 
"a preferment wliich has heretofore fallen to the first 
dignitaries of the ChurcL" His strength of will — that 
was the chief thing in him. It is an admirable and 
B most necessary quality. But it ia not so admirable 
■when unmixed. We do not accord it a large meed of 
'Mspect when we meet it in a Tropman or in a Tasman- 
ian devil. It ia seen to require other qualities to com- 
mend it to our higher feelings. " He would have made," 
■Baya Southey, " a good engineer, a good general, a good 
statesman ; " but he hardly seems to have mounted to , 
the level of a good man, and he certainly waa not an 
adequate husband. He says of himself to Mr Southey ; 
"Ton know how strong-headed and ■wrong-headed I 
am." And then he puts in a bar against his being con- 
fiidered "wrong-minded;" but no one would consider 
that high praise. The fact is, he cared not a pin for 
the feelings of other people, unless they happened to i 
be of higher rank op station tlian himself. 

His character ia faithfully mirrored in the style of 
his writings. Cumbrous, clumsy, chaotic, dull even to 
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heavmess, full of involutions, repetitions, misplaced lim- 
itatioiia, — it ia a severe penauco to be obliged to read a 
poga He cannot speak ; he gets to say wliat ho wants 
the reader to know by the simple process of " pegging 
away." Dr Southoy, writing to Dr Bell, saya ; " A mad- 
man, but of great genius, cast niy nativity once, and 
pronounced that I liiid ' a gloomy capability of walking 
through desolation.' " If this meant that ho had a capa- 
city for wading through tlio duaolation and monotony 
of Dr Bull's papers, the niadman was right. Extracts 
from dull old pamphlets j endless minutes of meetings; 
long series of motions — in which everything has been 
moved except the reader's mind and feelings ; reports— 
and reports on these reports ; tables and colnmns of 
statistics; letters from boards and to boards about things 
that every member of each board was glad to forget the 
moment the letters had l)oen signed ; endless repetition 
of two or three fixed ideas ; reading compared with 
which the dullest Blue-book is lively : these form tfie 
staple of the writings of this eager " educationist," l>r 
Bell has at most only one or two things to say ; and he 
contrives to liit all round the nail — and, among these 
strokes one now and then hits the nail on tlie head. 
Mutual Tuition — Aoourate Pbepabation: — that ie 
almost the whole of the educational message he had to 
deliver to the British nation. 

Mutual tuition — this was his " discovery " — this was 
to regenerate the world. Tliere was nothing too strong 
to say about it. " Like polarity ia the magnet, it had 
lain hid for ages;" it was "an organ for the multi- 
plication of power and division of labour, in the intel- 
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actual, moral, and scientific world ; " it was the newest I 
ujn Organon ; it was the greatest benefit that had ' 
i to mankind since the Word was made flesh and 
Jftwelt among us. Nay, Dr Bell and his friends were | 
riven upon the language of sacred poetry to express \ 
5 about it ; and in one of his letters he 
. adjuration to this country ; " Arise ! 
le ! for thy light is come ; for the glory of the Lord 
1 risen upoa thee ! " But, if any one were to ask, 
Tiere is Dr Bell's System now % he would receive no 
c except from echo. He is as forgotten as the 
■'date of the Pyramids ; his works are as little read as Mr 
Wilkie's " Epigouiad ; " his memory has passed with the 
snows of yester-year. Not even in the schools which 
he founded and endowed, and which are bound, by the 
express terms of his will to use his System — not even 
in these schools is his name known or bis System em- 
ployed. His portrait looks down with heavy-hrowed 
eagerness, and a certain bovine look of mildness, over 
a scholastic procedure, every step in which he would 
have condemned with fervour and asperity; and neither 
man nor boy regards liim. His works lie in the library; 
and neither student nor teacher consults them. They 
are hideous, amorphous, without form, with little light; 
\ they are almost unreadahla 

But let us look a httle into his works and System, 
^and see whether there is not in them something that 
nay be of use for the present ^e — something that our 
Inodem generation of toachers may learn from. 

The central notion ia that of Mutual Tuition; and the 
j;practical corollary from it is Sdf-Scledion. The children 
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were to teach each other ; each child waa to rise or fall ] 
in his place in class according to his accuracy of repeti- 
tiun ; or even to fall or riac from does to claeg. Before 
Dr Bell'a plan, the master "heard" all the loaeonsj and 
forty-nine children wore always more or less idle, while 
the fiftieth waa occupied iu " Baying " his lesaon. But 
now the little boys wei-e arranged in diviaiona ; one of 
the hoya taught ; when one waa reading, all the others 
listened, and the next hoy corrected when a 
made. The lessons wore always very short ; and each 
child prepared wliat he had to prejwre without a single 
mistake. A register was kept by the monitors and 
" teachers," and even hy the boys themaolvea ; and thus 
tlie whole school became a scene of unceasing activity 
and constant healthy emulation. 

Dr Bell's ideas had a root in nature — in the nature 
of the child. That wna their merit. He aaya himself, 
" The System has no parallel in scholastic history " — 
(he means the kiaiory of Imchinrj — if there be any such 
history) — " it is essentially diflcriminated from all others 
by the inlierent principle which constitutes its natural, 
nuoeasary, and nevcr-to- ho- confounded diatinction." Now 
in this and in many other pussages, Dr Boll, hke other 
inventors and discoverers, piques himself most on that 
which difl'orentiatea his " system " from others, while it 
waa wliat he had in common with others that gave it 
its true value. For all its true value arose simply from 
the digging down a little deeper into our common 
nature. Again, like other inveutors, he wanted to label 
the education of this country with his name ; but the 
label has long been shed — it fell off with the necessary 
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gTOi?tli of tliB mighty tree of popular inatruction ; and 
hJB own eagerness made other people all the more ready 
to disaUoir his claims. 

The "discovery" of Dr Eel] was not what he called 
system, hut the carrying into practice and the achool- 
Toom of an old, old truth, which in the present day we 
aie bU of us a little apt to foi^et. Lharnino is a booiaIi 
act; it is best carried on under social conditions. It 
is one of the strongest bonils that knit society together; 
and, wbUe it binds aud etrengtbeus, it lifts the whole 
body of society to ever higher and stronger life. That 
is what Dr Bell really meant ■ Thus his doctrine of 
Mutual Instruction is valuable, not because it is new, 
but because it is old — and eternal. Teach that you may 
leam ! has been uttered thousands of times by men in 
all ages and in all conntries. You will not have a firm 
grip of any truth, or even of an external fact, until you 
have tried to give it to others. This power, like all the 
higbeet powers in human nature, grows by spending; 
and, in things of the mind as well as in things of the 
Boul, it ia more blessed to give than to receive. But 
[ihe Jesuits — those old-fashioned instructors from whom 
have still to learn so much — understood this per- 

;tly, and have enshrined the troth in their dog- 
■latin — 

" Di.scero si quEpria, doceaa, sic ipse doceria ; 
Nam stadia tali tibi prodcis atquu sodali. " 

But in schools there aie always great practical diffi- 
n carrying out the principle. To set pupils to 
L each other requires an organisation which baa 



128 LIFE OF DR BELL. 

entirely gone out of fashion in tho present day. At 
best, it could only lie applied to those subjects, or parts 
of subjects, in whicii memory and drill are alone con- 
cerned ; hut surety in auch Buhjetta it would be well to 
employ it atilL To employ it, I mean, as Professor 
Pillans was wont to do, in small divisioES of three or 
four, couched by one a little ahead of the others. Each 
member of tliose small divisions, by going over the 
passage to bo prepared again and again, liad every fibre 
of it worked slowly — alowjy, for that ia the method and 
habit of nature (and in education we must reverence 
and ohaervo the Naturlanggamkeit), into tho mental 
marrow of him, bo that he could always apply it after- 
wards, — so that he never forgot it. Plans and methods 
are subject, in education, as in every other human 
sphere, to the ebb and flow of fashion; but a great 
reward awaits that teacher who can, in some practical 
and practicable manner, reintroduce Dr BuU's central 
idea of Mutual Tuition. Nowadays we are eager to 
bring every young and growing mind under the direct 
influence of a powerful and mature mind; and we de- 
mand the Hest for every litlle half-fledged creature who 
enters our schools. Tho demand is a noble one; the 
ambition is a splendid reaction from our old sluggish 
satisfaction with anything — with the Worst. But, 
while the best teaching is wanted for every child and 
for every class of children whore a method has to bo 
instilled, it is not necessary in those [>arte of instructions 
where routine and the mastery oE details are conoemed, 
In such cases the chief thing is mental companionship, 
with an after reference to a hightT court, to the stand- 
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ard of perfection in the head-master himaelf. I am 
not hero defending the " Pupil-Teacher Syatem," or 
any system. The pupil-teacher, aa a teacher, is gener- 
ally a failure. But social learning, where the memory 
is chieSy concerned — where constant mental drill ia 
iieceBsary, ia a condition wliich ought to be present, to 
some extent, in all our schools — secondary as well aa 
primary. 

The phrase Social Leammg may be interpreted in 
many ways, and may be applied after very varying 
fashions. The man who can hold the attention of one 
]>upil, BO that the needle of his mind never fluctuates 
from the attracting intellectual pole, ia an artist. The 
man who can hold for an hour the eyes and the atten- 
tion of a whole class, not by threats but by the sheer 
force of attraction, ia a great artist. The man who can 
invent business plans and carry them out — such that 
the school shall be a home of perpetual cheerful work, 
that every child shall take delight in the pleasant 
[ijwund of labour, ia the nest to these. 

If I were aated in what part of England Dr Bell's 
main ideas — the true and living germ of his thought — 
still existed, I shorUd point to a school in a valley on 
the borders of Lancashire and Torkshira It is there 
,tbat what is best and moat living in his "syatem" still 
and bears fruit for the present generation. It is 
that his two principles — EveTything perfect from 
^ift« beginning, and Mutual Tuition, are carried into prac- 
under the best conditions and in the fullest measure. 
Ii Bell is never tired of dwelling on the extreme satis- 
Jaction that arises both to the teacher and to the pupil 
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when, by giving short IcssonB, every part of evM7 lesBon 
is known without error or hesitation. The perceptionB 
of the child are preserved in their healthy, natural, and 
unerring state ; hia articulation ia perfect ; his concep- 
tions are clear; his memory ia free from confuaion. In 
thia respect the aohool at Centre Valb ' is a modem 
preaentment of the truth of Dr Eell'a ideas. "Writers, 
ancient and modem," says Dr Bell, "have observed, and 
experience confirms their observation, that children do 
not Hre, like men, of perpetual attention to minute 
pobta." In this achool these small points not only do 
not tire — the child aeeroa to take a positive pleasure in 
attending to them. But the moat interesting feature in 
Centre Vale school is a novel application of the principle 
of Mutual Tuition. Tho application is novel ; but it is 
much more profound than anything Dr Bell meant, for 
it goes deeper down into human nature, and employs 
a larger number of human elemcnl^ than have Ijeeu 
brought together for harmonions working within the 
walls of a schoolroom. The a]»plication ia to the learn- 
ing of the best poems and passages in our English 
literature. The precondition of perfect reading aloud 
has been aecured — an accurate, uover-ceaaing regard to 
pauaes, polnta, and atops ; a full outspokenness, and a 
clear articulation, Then the parts or elements of the 
poem are given out; and they are given out in auch n 
way as to interest almost every member of the claas. I 
remember being much struck with tho reading of two 
poems. One was Goldsmith's " Elegy on the Glory of 

' Near Todmorden. 
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her Sex, Mrs Mary Elaize;" and the other was Mr 
Iiushingkiii's " Eoad to the Trenches," It would hardly 
have struck any one that these poems were susceptible 
of a dramatic cast — that they were capable of being 
distributed, as it were, oTer the class, for full and com- 
plete rendering. But assurance, mixed with a most 
agreeable surprise, would have run into the min d of the 
listener and spectator when ho heard one pupil read 
with a clear articulation and in telling accents, — 

"Good people ftll, with one accord, 

Lament for Madam Blaize, 

"Who nover wanted a good word — 

and, in a distant part of the room, there rises unex- 
pectedly a young head, who represents the cool detrac- 
tion of the world, the cosmic care that " trees do not 
grow into the sky," by quietly lemarking — 

"From those wlio spoke her praise." 

The effect is wonderful ; it is wonderful because it is 
HO true. AnoUier reader takes up the praise of the 
lady ; and stni another, from another part of the room, 
quietly rises to take off the necessary discount. Still 
another tells us in moving and eloquent words, — 



"The needy seldom passed her door, 

And always found her kind ; 

She freely lent to all the poor — 



when, from the unexpected comer, comes the inevitable 
equation of the young Mtnos — 

" Who left a pledge behind." 
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Again ia her praise taken up ; again hor good doods find 
a herald : — 

"Her love wai souglit, 1 do aver, 
lly twoiit; beaux uid more. 
The king liimsolf lion followed her — 

but tho just interpreter again Imnds in the oorreotive — 
"When bIic haa walked before." 

Tlio aanio kind of trwitment was applied to the 
powerful and pathetic versos colled " The Itood to tha 
Trenches." In that poem there are several speakers; 
and what they say may well be distributed among dif- 
ferent readers. But more, there ore several different 
incidents and different situations ; and these, too, vore 
distrihutod among the class with singular appropriate- 
naas. Tho soldier ia tho terrible winter of the Crimea 
asks to be left alone; not oven a man can be spared 
from the work of tho country to stay beside him. An 
officer offers his cloak to keep him warm : " Wrap him 
in this, I need it less." The company nuu'chcs on to 
the trenches; they say good-byo. When they return, 
thoy find only a little mound of snow; and their com- 
rade lies beneath it dead. Kow the lady who directs 
tliis school gives aU this a dramatic treatment ; and 
some may even blamo hoi for tliis. But what does 
dramatic treatment mean in this cose 1 It simply 
means that every feeling and act of the human mind, 
which is naturally relattd to the incidents of the poem, 
is called into play. This ia to begin at the right end. 
The ordinary " didactic " treatment of such a poem 
begins at the wrong end. It bogius with worda; it 
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Beps to words ; and it explains words by other words, 
iffhich may or may not explain, which may be nothing 
a>ut an application of the ohscwrum per obecurius. But 
a livii^ treatment begins with feelings ; it creates the 
iright emotions ; the emotions create the thoughts ; the 
Pihoughts create the words; and the words — even the 
T words of others — are plain from the first, because the 
I leader has risen to the same state of feeling as that 
I which in the author produced the words. Then every 
I tiling is as sure, as simple, and as mierring as nature 
l.teraelf. And thia is what education has to do; it has 
<f the methods of nature — if it is to have re- 
(■Bults aa good and true. But educatioBi is an art, True; 
t every art that is a true art has its roots in nature, 
"The art itself," says Shakespeare, "is nature." There 
■Are hundreds of excellent poems in our languc^e that 
B Would freely lend themselvca to the same treatment. 
I But the hest ia still to say. The reading of the poem 
I unites the whole class into one corporate intellectual 
■ whole ; it binds them all together " as with the bands 
of a man ; " and the story of the " noble, nameless, Eng- 
lish heart " makes all of them feel as one. And more, 
the children, who have an honest and spontaneous liking 
for what they have thus learned in school, recite their 
poems to their parents and friends at home ; and thus 
the best words of the best English minds are made seeds 
I patriotism and humanity — centres of true 
fcfliviliaation in this far-withdrawn Yorkshire valley. Pil- 
a to saints, processions of devout persons to Idss 
a bones or other relics of some dead religious hero, — 
I these we have often heard of or seen, marching to the 
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music of hytmiB by the side of the broad Rhine, under 
the Bhado of thick-planted walnut-troes. Uut a pilgrim- 
age for tcachera — a better pilgrimage than to the dead 
— would be a pilgrimage to this living nursery of good 
nnd true thought, of clear and fninlc cxprosBion, of the 
application of natural feelings oud natural methode to 
the proceasea of school-oducation. From aucb a viait 
teachera would rBtiim with new ideas and new strength. 

Let ua now look back for a few minutes at the dif- 
teronoe between BcU and Laiicaater. Both had atruck 
upon the aamo idea of mutual instruction; and it does 
not matter a straw to uh now which of them happened 
to be a fow days In front of the other. The time in 
which thoy lived waa, in fact, the dawn of popular in- 
struction ; and in a dark dawn even a farthing candle 
is a wonder and a revoaler. But now, thia new light, 
precious as it was, baa faded into or mingled with the 
tight of common day. The plan ol mutual instruction 
waa only a plan — it was far from being a method ; but 
it waa a plan which, under certain strict limitations and 
clearly defined conditiona, might still do some good work 
for ua. Among other benefita wliich it might bring, it 
might apare tho lungs and labour of the teacher, and 
enable him to keep himaeK constantly fresh and in good 
spirits. For a teacher, by allowing himself to become 
jaded and weary, doea as great a wrong to his pupils as 
ho doea to liimsclf. 

Both sidea had tho support of statesmen and thought- 
ful persons ; both were heart and soul in earnest, until 
they began to quarrel, and to ask themselvps the barren 
and atupid queBtioiis : " Am I not better than he 1 Is 
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I not my plan anterior to his t " Both believed in the 
Bpontaneona and superabundant activity of the child ; 
and both felt that a school ought to be the home of 
lively and cheerful learning. When Lancaster found a 
miscluevous boy, he made a monitor of him. Leaders 
of men (and boya) have known of this homceopatliic 
cure for long ages. I^ancaster, like Jacotot, believed, 
with all his heart, in the pregnant paradox, "A teacher 
can teach what he does not know." For the teacher 
sets the pupil'a mind in motion, seta it to work on the 
matter before him, questions and cross-questions, invites 
b'T" to repeat and re-repeat, asks new questions from 
constantly new angles, asks about the inter-relations of 
every part to every other part, makes him break up 
every whole into its constitiient fractions — recombine 
them into one whole, and so works his mind to a high 
pitch of froo play on the matter under discussion, that 
it is turned over and over, and looked at from every 
side, and becomes completely the possession of the mind- 
The teacher does this by keeping before him one of the 
chief guiding - stars of all good teaching — Eepetition 
without Monotony 1 

Both were lauded to the skies for their " syatemH," 
and both have been forgotten — almost even to their 
names. I have already mentioned the praises showered 
upon Dr BeU. Of Lancaster's system, the ' Edinburgh 
Review 'of 1811 eaya r " This method may most traly 
be pronounced a capital discovery. Printing is not 
more capable of being applied to diffuse all truth and 
all knowledge than the beautiful discovery of Mr Lan- 
caster." Both had the patronage of the King, and both 
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wore not one whit the better for it. Both misod enor- 
luoua suma by subacriptiou, founded scores of schools, 
trained himdrodfl of teachers, tauyht thoueauda of clijl- 
dren; and thua both sowed in Eiigluud that eoed of 
popular instruction, the large and happy fruits of which 
we are now bG^'iniiiiig to rcop. 

lioth were good ntoo, lavish of themselvos, their time, 
and their powers ; but Ur Bell was the more fortunate, 
Lancaster was in danger of dying in a debtor's prison. 
A story, wliieh sliows the cliaractcr of the man and his 
strong power of attraction, is told by Mr Coraton, the 
old and devoted friend of Lancoator : — 

"I visited him to apologise for not going his bail, 
because the number of write which might be issued, 
were the present ones satisfied, would only reduce two 
families instead of one to want and BiifTuring. After 
my departure he rang for the sheriff's officer to take him 
to the Bench (Court), hut obtained leave to call at home 
on their way. After being alone with his grief-stricken 
family a little, he opened the parlour-door and said tu 
the man, ' Friend, when I am at Lome, I read the Sorip- 
tures to my family ; hast tliou any objection to come 
in t ' ' No, sir,' tlie man replied, and weut in. He soon 
became deeply affected, and joined in the common grief. 
Soon after the worship was over, Joseph said to ^™, 
' Now, friend, I am ready for thee.' They had not gone 
many paces when the man said, ' Sir, have you got no 
friend to be bound for you for this dehtl' Joseph 
replied, ' No ; I have tried them all' ' Well,' replied the 
man, ' then I'U be hound for you myself, for you are 
an honust man, I know,' Ho aurrendorod him at the 
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^■'King's Bench, and they took his secimty for the 

^ Both triad to understand the nature of children, and 
to enlist on their aide and attach to their educational 
efforts all the feelinga and powers of nature that they 

I could find. In this regard we have atill something to 
team from both of them. 
Both had the habit of repeating themselves, of redis- 
covering their old discoveries every morning, of saying 
over again, in aligbtly varied words, or in differently 
arranged sentences, the one idea round which their 
minda revolved lite satellites. They did not possess 
the idea ; the idea possessed them. Hence they became, 
for the sake of the poor, botes of the first magnitude. 
Jhere is one very amusing instance in the works of Dr 
BeL When he was nearly seventy, he took it into his 
head that he would write a book on the " Wrongs of 
Children." Children were not understood; they were 
badly taught ; they were ill-trained ; nature was flouted 
and insulted in their persona ; much cruelty was prac- 
tised upon them ; much of their hves — of the time they 
could never get back — was wasted. Dc Bell would 
blazon forth these wrongs, would show the remedy, 
would right them with his own hands. Accordingly, he 
writes a book, and looks out for a publisher. The book 
I is published. But there is not a single word about the 
TTTonga of children from the beginning to the end of the 
book. It is the old story retold. It is once more the 
" New Organ, or Intellectual Power, which had escaped 
I the research of every age and of every country," — and 
I 80 on. The one sole wrong mentioned in the book is 
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the shadowy wrong done by La Bruyfcre in an esBsy on 
cliildren, in which ho calls them " hautaing, d&laignmx, 
eiilires, envieux," and a numbei of other impleBBont 
things. And tlie book cIobos with the usual number 
of "letters and doGuments" from eminent persons re- 
garding the wonderful merits of the Now System. 

In spite of all this, we must not forget the valuable 
trutiiH proachod by I>r Bell's tongue and pen, and still 
more by his practice. The moat valuable of these truths 
lire perhaps the three following : — 

1. Let tho principle of self -selection provaU in every 
school; and so oiTunge tho life of the school that every 
pupil seeks and lindH his own place. 

2. Learn by teaching, 

3. Let there ho no residuum in a class. Every pupil 
hog one kind of talent at least. 

The modem danger in education — both eeoondary 
and primary — is the predominance, and Indeed the 
absolute tyiunny, of drill, and the high-pressure which, 
in the hands of a. hard-working master, compels all the 
pupils to advance in unbroken line. We are in danger 
of fo g ttin^ the common-sense truth — that it is only 
what ft p fd d es f jr himself that is truly educative; 
and tl at the m nd unconsciously sheds much of what it 
has unnUhngly a ptcd, and also refuses to employ even 
the tl n},s t has retained. It is not the best and most 
powe ful m n Is th t have been made and built up in 
school and by s ho 1-work. Sir Ilnniijliry Davy writes 
to his motl and congratulates hunsclf on tlie whole- 
some neglect he met with at school, " I perhaps owe," 
he says, " to this circumstance tho little talents I have, 
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and their peculiar application." Sir Walter Scott, who 
was an onmivorouB reader, but certainly not a tright 
scholar according to tho regulation pattern, thoaght that 
" the beat part of every man's min d ia that which he 
gives himself." Leslie declares that it was Fnaeli'a 
"wise neglect" of young Landseer that helped to make 
him what he afterwarda became. Turner's father sent 
him to school to leam drawing; but it was not long 
before his master, a thoroughly competent man, sent 
yoting Turner back to his father with a note that lessons 
were thrown away upon him, that it was of no use try- 
ing to teach him, and that " the case was hopeless." 

These are the commonplaces of educational controveray; 
hut they aU. point to the important fact' that spontaneona 
activity is the moat valuable power in the mind, and to 
tlie duty of tho wise teacberj who will endeavour to find 
out what direction this activity is taking, and encourajfe 
ita growth. "People," says Eouaseau, "do not under- 
stand childhood. With the false notions we have of it, 
the farther we go, the farther we go wrong. The wisest 
lay atresB on what it ia important for men to know, 
without considering what children are in a condition to 
learn." 

The problem for modem teachers is a very difficult 
one. It is to reconcile the claims— the enormous claims 
— of modern education, with a reverence for the indi- 
Tidual powers of each personahty. Another aim — 
another problem quite as important — is to eliminate 
the didactic element from inatniction, and so to make 
it an art. Mauy able young men in secondary schools 
are rising up to give practical solutions to these prob- 
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lems. Tho able teachers in primary schools have — or 
seem to have — even a more difficult task before them ; 
but they, too, by faith and perseverance, will at long 
and at last " beat their music out." 

The * Life of Dr Boll ' may give them here and there 
suggestions, may indicate some side-light which may 
help them towards the performance of their task, or 
may at least give some short but honest word of en- 
couragement : — 

** Es rufcn von driiben 
Die Stimmcn der Moister 
Dio Stimmen der Geister : 
* Versdnmt nicht zu Uben 
Die Kriifte des Quten ! 

Hier winden sich Kronen 
In ewiger Stille 
Die sollen mit Fiillo 
Die Tliiitigen lohnen, 
Wir heittsen euch hoffen I * " 

But, whatever we who are elders and professional 
teachers may say and discuss and resolve, there sounds 
in our inner ear the cry of the children — a cry to which 
the whole past history of education has been somewhat 
deaf : " Take us with you ! " 



LECTURE ON DE BELL 

[Tho follawing leotiiro was deliTered in the Greek Class, 
room of St AndrawH in 1877 ; and it ia the ateteh ou whicli the 
preceding ' Life ' is based. It may perhaps be of use to print it 
here as giving, Jn a very condeuaed form, the main facta regard- 
ing the edncational theories and doinga of the founder of iba 
"Madroa Sjstum of Education." Thnt sj'stem is now forgotten ; 
but what we must not forget is, that we owe to Dr Bell — throngh 
hia tmsteea, Mr John Cook and the £arl of Leven and Melville — 
the founding of two Chairs of Education in the Tniveraities of 
E^nbuigh and St Andrews.] 

In the year 1844, John Murray brought out, in three 
thick octavo Tolumea, the Life of tho Eev, Dr Andrew 
Bell. This ' Life ' was hegun by Eoliert Southey, the 
well-known reviewer, literary man, historian, and poel^ 
laureate. He died when the first volume was finished ; 
and even this first volume had to be edited and carried 
through the press by the loving care of hia wife, Caro- 
line Bowles. The two last volumes were written by 
his son, the Rev. Charles Southey, of Queen's College, 
Oxford. These three large octavo volumes contain about 
2000 pages; and thuy altogether form a mass of ex- 
tremely dnU aud unattractive reading. This dulnesa 
is not 80 much duo to tlio subject — a man whose life 
was very well worth writing — as to the extraordinarily 
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chaotic form in which the materials nro preaeiited to 
iiH. They art' not presented, they are shot down at our 
feet But for this one can hardly blame the reverend 
gcntloman. Dr Boll had kept every letter, note, paper, 
pumpldet, or report he had received during a period 
of sixty years ; and, as he knew almost everybody in 
England, Scotland, and the other two hemispheres, one 
can form some rude guess of the Chimhorazo of rubbish 
he hail managed to accumulate around him. Kis amanu- 
ensis, Mr Davies, toiled devotedly through this chaoB, 
and gradually worked the facts in it down to fourteen 
octavo volumeH. Eobort Southoy undertook the task of 
further reducing this, — ho died in the process of the 
work, and Charles Southey continued it. Sometiraea 
many hundred papers had to be searched for a single 
fact or date; and the eanie papers; — many of them almost 
illegible — would sometimea pass through Mr Daviea's 
hands some forty or fifty times. It took Mr Southey 
a year onJy to mark the papers which he wished Mr 
Davies to copy for him, and the result at last appeared 
in these three thick volumes. The first is readable, as 
everything Mr Southey wrote bears the marks of thought, 
diligence, literary tomt, and some grace ; but the two 
last volumes could only be read under extraordinary 
circumstanoes, — by the ofior of a great reward — in a 
country inn on a rainy day, after all the advertisements 
of the local newspapers had been perused — or by a first- 
claea mladeiaeanant in prison. It is these three thick 
volumes that I propose to lay before you a very abort 
view of. 

Andrew Bell was an extraordinary man. I may even 
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BO far as to say bo was an extraordinary Scotchman. 
In a country where every man has been framed in a 
lould, wbjcb waa afterwards broken and no copy kept, 
4t argues considerable force of mind or cbarocter to dia- 
'"tinguish one's self at all. The son of a barber, with no 
iortune except the education he received at St Andrews, 
lia goea to Virginia as a tutor, and makes a small fortune 
in tobacco; he comes home, and — though short-sighted 
— ^fights a duel in St Andrews, loses his money, takes 
. orders in the Church of England, and goea to Madras — 
makes a large fortune in India — comes home, buys 
estates, marries a wife, rises to he a dignitary in the 
Church (and has a very near view of the mitre), writes 
a large number of books, shakes hands with prmees, 
kings, and emperors, revolutionises education in the Old 
and the New World, leaves £200,000, bullies and terrifies 
his trustees before he dies, travels several hundred thou- 
sand miles, and makes a lai^e number of warm-hearted 
friends, — surely this is experience enough to satisfy the 
appetite or the ambition of any one man. 

He waa horn at St Andrews in the year 1753, Hie 
fother was a barber in the city. He was a barber in 
the golden age of harhera — in the time when they did 
not cut hair, but buOt hair — built up enormous edifices 
of horse-hair, grease, and flour, without which no pro- 
fessor could lecture and no judge could try a case. But 
he was more than a barber. He was also a clock and 
watch maker, and something of an astronomer ; he kept 
the University clock in order, and regulated it by ob- 
servations ; and he also invented a plan of casting types, 
which the great printers, Foulis of Glasgow, afterwards 
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employed. And he was iimch more than all this : he 
was also a bailie. Here one may be supposed to have 
reached the acmo of human climbing. But there is 
more to come. Ho waa the first man — or rather his 
wife was the first womun — m St Andrews to drink tea, 
and to possess a china toa-sei'vice. About a hundred 
and thirty years ago, ho might have been seen walking 
down South Struct, with two amplo and orchiteotoni- 
cally-constructed wiga in front of him, one on each 
hand, well in front, lost by a collision they should spoil 
each other's form and beauty. After trimming one 
professor, he would sit down and breakfast with him ; 
and then ho would go off to another professor and trim, 
and sit down and breakfast with hiin. In fact, It WB8 
known that, in adtlition to his mental ability, he liod 
the biggest appetite and the widest mouth in St An- 
drews, Besides the indisputable advantage of having 
strong eager Scotch blood in his veins, he had also a 
supply of sturdy Dutch blood from his maternal grand- 
father — a captain in the Dutch Guards of William of 
Orange. Once, in a hard time of scarcenosB approaching 
to famine, a moal-mob broke out In this quiet fifteenth- 
century University town ; and ho alone wont out, and, 
with his Scoto-Duteh courage, put it down and sent the 
people quietly hack to their homos. 

This sturdy Scotchman had eight children, and 
Andrew was the second son. At the ago of four, some 
one gave the child a penny, and ho at once took up one 
of his brother's books, marched off to school, and offered 
the penny as liis quarter's fee. 

He matriculated at the University in 17C9; and he 
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eked out hia miserable bursary by private teaching. 
"He baa often said that be never refused to teach any- 
tliing, for he could always, by nightly study, prepare 
himself for giving the next day's lesson; and thua, what 
he had to teach, he acquired as he went along." I 
remember the head of a large school in "Washington 
saying to me — ■' I can teach, anything if I baye the 
books ; " but one recogniaea a prescientiflc flavour about 
these intellectual marvels, and can only say with 
Schillei^ 

" Ach ! WIS haben die Henen doch fiit elE kureoa GedSrm ! " 

He was a special favourite of the Professor of Natural 
Philosophy, Dr Wilkie. Willde would stroke hia head 
and say — " Andrew, pursue your studies, and they wUl 
make your fortune. I never knew a man fail of success 
in the world, if he excelled in one thing." This Dr 
Wilkie was also an excellent farmer, and his plan in 
that was very similar — " to plough well and manure 
well ; to lay the earth open to the influences of the sky, 
and return to it the remains and refuse of ita own pro- 
duce; and to keep the ground clean." Tliis great Dr 
Wilkie, by the way, also wrote an epic on the Second 
"War of Thebes, which be called "The Epigoniad." It 
may still be found in the University Library ; but it 
sleeps with the fathers and the schoolmen and the early 
novels of the Delia Cruscan type. Dr Wilkie was also 
very willing to oblige the neighbouring clergy, and to 
preach for them — which he did extemporaneously. It 
is said that, though "he never pursued the ordinary arts 
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of popularity, yet he never failed to fix the attention of 
his hearers." He certainly did. For he was peculiar, 
various, and even eccentric in his sentiments and reason- 
ing ; and he " generally preached with his hat on." He 
was immoderately fond of chewing tobacco, and abhorred 
nothing so much as clean shoots. When Lady Lauder- 
dale askod him to stay all night, he said he could not 
sleep out of liis own bod; but that, "if her ladyship 
would give him a pair of foul shoots, he would stay." 
Oiice, when he was visiting a relation, the mistress of 
the house put four-and-twenty blankets on his bed for 
the sake of the joke : in the morning, they asked him 
how ho liad slept, and if ho had had plenty of clothes 
on him ; and his reply was that he had had just enough. 
But let us leave the groat Dr Wilkio, and return to 
the groat Dr BolL He was only twenty when he left 
for Virginia to be tutor in the house of a merchant 
there, at a salary of £200 a-yoar. This was in 1774. 
In 1781 ho came back to England with two of the sons 
of his employer, and was shipwrecked on the way. They 
escaped to land in the month of March, and wore almost 
frozen to death. In daily expectation of this end, he 
made his will, and loft his money and tobacco — he 
had nearly 30,000 lb. — to his father. But, in spite of 
hard frost and the thin walls of a tent, and rain and 
dreadful nights in open boats, he and his pupils arrived 
safe in London. He worked his way down to St 
Andrews — ^roa6hed that city in the dark, and was not 
known by his own mother. It was at this time that he 
fought his duel — with a Mr Crookenden, an English 
student Mr Boll was short-sighted and very eager ; he 
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therefore wheeled round sharp upon the signal, and 
delivered his fire before he had completed the whaeL 
The conseijuence was that he fired at the Hcconds, who 
fii-at set up a shrill cry and then a great burst of laughter, 
which ended in their becoming faat friends, and all din- 
ing together with great hilarity. 

He made friends wherever he went. The friends he 
made in Hertfordshire, for example, when they wished 
to enforce anything by emphatic asseveration, were ready 
to swear by the names of " Generosity and Honesty, or, 
which was the same thing— Mr Bell." In 1783, he 
brought his American pupils down to St Andrews; they 
attended the University, and he coached them. In the 
vacations, they began to work at five in the morning. 

Here cornea iu a small episode, highly honourable to 
our friend — Bailie BelL In 1784 there was an oloction; 
and the two candidates were Mr Dempster and a member 
uf the Breadalbane family. As was usual in those times 
everybody had promised his vote to one or the other 
candidate, aa political or other eonaiderationa weighed 
with him. It ao happened that the votes were equal ; 
and thus, to the worthy and clear-headed bailie the 
casting-vote fell, and, ia fact, the election itself. The 
Breadalbane clan made this upright gentleman an offer 
of £500 ; and, in consequence, Mr Bell voted for Mr 
Dempster. 

In the same year he was ordained in the Church of 
England, and received an offer of the incumbency of an 
Episcopal chapel at Leith. But Mr Dempster, who had 
now become hia best friend, put it into his head to go to 
India, "that he might turn his talenta and acquirements, 
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to good account aa a phOoaophical lecturer ' — for he 
was It good nitttheinatitiaii, and had learned much from 
his guide, philosopher, and friend, Dr Wilkie. Accord- 
ingly, he aet off in 1787, with JE128, lOs. in hia pocket 
Hie destination was Calcutta, but ho stopped at Madiaa. 
When he reached that port, measures were on foot to 
estahliah a military orphan asylum fOr boys; and Dr 
Bell — for at Andrews had made Idm M.D. — was 
thought to bo "a person eminently qualified to superin- 
tend the education of children." He now began to give 
short courses of lectures on natural philosophy ; and, by 
the first course, he made £360. In 1789 he had to 
undergo the set sorrow — the inevitable grief of losing 
his father ; and he speaks of thia as " the death of aa 
good a father, and as just and upright a man, as ever 
lived." 

The Bniatl fortune he had accumulated during hia seven 
years' stay in Virginia had been lost, for it was inveated 
in tobacco ; but his " great and rapid euoceas " in India 
enabled him to provide with ease for his sisters in Scot- 
land, At this time he was constantly lecturing in 
Calcutta, Madras, and elsewhere ; and he alao held five 
deputy -chaplainships, the duties of which could not 
liave been very arduous. A man of constantly stirrbg 
and active mind, he was the first man to make ice in 
India, and also the first man to construct a bollooa 
When war broke out, ho was appointed chaplain to the 
army before Pondicherry, at a handsome salary; and, 
when the batteriea were opened, he went into the 
trenches — and came out again uninjured. 

It is about this time that he begins to take a strong 
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I interest in the Madras Asylum School. The school was, 
aptly enough, supported to a large extent by the fmea 
exacted for diunkenneas from the men in the army. 
The boys were mostly of mixed origin, — " blue boys '' 
they were called, — but their fathers were all Europeans. 
They were to he taught only the three R'a, and they 
were to be kept as much as possible from their mothers 
and their mothers' kin. When Dr Boll took the super- 
intendenco of the institution, he found the masters in a 
condition of permanent mutiny. As soon as a, master 
had fitted himself for ins work, he found out he could 
get a higher salary for far less work — and he naturally 
took it. Dr Boll was at his wits' end; and he could 
not get a eingie change or improvement in the school 

■ carried out 
So things were, when he happened one morning early i 
to ride along the shoro on the Malabar coast He by I 
chance rode past a school, and stopped to look at tha I 
children. They were writing with their fingers on tha j 
sand. He galloped home, shouting to himself " 
Eureka/" and the Madras System was diacoYO 
gave immediate orders to the usher of the lowest classos 
to teach the alphabet in the same manner, with thia 
difference from the Malabar mode, that the sand was 
strewn upon a board ! Moat fortunately his orders 
were disregarded, and the master peevishly declared 
that "it was impossible to teach the boys that way," 
He now bethought himself of employing a boy; and ' 
he soon lighted on a bright, inteUigent, and quick little I 
lad of the age of eight; his name was John Frisken; 
and little Johnnie Frisken is the head corner-stone of 
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tho world-famouB Mailwis System. Then other little 
hoys were appointed aa assifltBnt-toftchere ; young Fris- 
ken -was made hend-eu peril) ten d cnt ; and at last this 
part of the school was placed entirely in his hands. 
To hiB little teacher "a amile of approbation was no 
mean reward, and a look of displeasuro — and the Doctot 
had black, lieavy, bHsIiy eyobrowB — sidfieiont punieh- 
inent." This was in tho year 1791. It is neceBsaryto 
be particular as to the date, because later on a violent 
quarrel arose o.« to whether l)r Boll or Joseph Loncoeter 
was the originator of tlie gyatoin of mutual tuition, — a 
quarrel in which wo have neither part nor aympathy. 
The mastore gave him no end of trouble : one of them 
took to ill-uaing the little boys, biting their fingers and 
pinching their ears, so that the good, eager, and irascible 
Doctor waa more and more thrown into the arms of hia 
little boys. And now our young friend Friskon, at the 
early age of eleven, hafl charge of a third of tjjp whole 
school — which numbered about three hundred boys. 
One master he dismissed : a doubtful person, but hia 
place was desired by one still more doubtful. Hia 
appb'cation, which ia very curious, contains among other 
things : " I have been told that you waa a very odd 
kind of a gentleman, and very fond of abusing and 
quarrelling with the teachers, when they were not even 
in the least fault imaginable," Another applicant waa 
a German gentleman, of the name of Piezold, Dr Bell 
was very nnsiona to get Mr Piozold, and Mr Fiezold 
waa very anxious to get to Dr BoU. But there waa one 
difBculty in the way. That difficulty waa Mra Piezold, 
Mr Piezold wrote: "As I, being a man of famUy, can't 
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act artitrarily in the matter you are concerned in, but 
miist absolutely accommodate myself to the bnmouis 
and diBpoaitions of Mrs Pieiold, to her liking and die- : 
likmg, pleasing and not pleasing ; so I am necessit 
to ^Te up the whole scheme as soon as she uttereth the M 
tart reply and objection, althoitgh the loas arising from J 
that reaignment bo e¥er so great." Happy and wise Mi J 
Kezold ! Timely happy, and timely irise I He hacl j 
learnt to the utmost the well-known lesson : — 
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n fool who tries by force or akill 



Everywhere Dr Bell was a great favourite with 
children; and that is a first-rate test of character and 
disposition. The Rev. Mr John, a Danish missionary, J 
writes to him— "My bouse resounds stiU with < 
comiuma of our tender, beloved Dr EeU. Mary Ann, ,4 
Dickey, Jackey, the little female philosopher Kitty^ I 
and August- — every one cry ahnoat after you, and com* T 
plain why I have let you depart bo soon." 

And now, in 1796, "the education at the Asylum, J 
under Dr Bell's vigilant superintendence, was so com- 
plete, as far as it went, and the character of the boys in 
consequenoB so good, that applications were made fot 'l 
them from all quarters." The great conqueror, Tippoo I 
Saib, sent for one of them, named Smith, to come and 
show him the electrical machine, the condensing engino, 
and other interesting specimens of mecbanism. 

Dr Boll liked India, and the cUmate seemed to ^ree 
with bim, He says, in a letter to Mr Dempster: "What 
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a delightful climato this is ! The weather never change 
for months. K we had only domestic society like yours 
in Great Britain, I know not who would quit India, I 
know not who would but to repent of it." But I h»ve 
met many men who grew sick of the blue sky and the 
brown faces. I remember a young man I knew nrho 
had come home for a holiday from a station in the "back 
parts of the Punjaub, and who told me ho had not seen 
an Englishwoman's face for years ; and he used tc sit 
for whole days in his window at his lodgings, and fill his 
whole soul with the pleasant homo-looks of the passers- 
by. Another — an officer coming home — on his arrival 
in the Channel, shouted " Ilurrah I there are the old 
dirty clouds again; good-bye to the nasty, eternal, 
monotonous blue ! " But the climato and the unremit- 
ting blaze of sultry sun at last began to tell upon him 
in the year 1794, and this com2)olled him to think seri- 
ously of coming back to his native country. He felt 
he had done a good deal of work, and that ho ''had 
wrought a complete cliange in the morals and cliaracter 
of a generation of boys." He accordingly returned to 
England by way of the Capo — for there was then no 
other way — with about £26,000 in his pocket. 

Here lot me' pause to glance a little at the correspond- 
ence appended to the end of the first volume. The 
letters are from all sorts and conditions of women and 
men, and they here and there give us a glimpse of the 
way of living and thinking throe generations ago. It is 
somewhat comic, for example, to find one of Mr Bell's 
young pupils writing in this way : " Our meeting with 
papa and mamma was joyful beyond description. The 
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engine of paternal affection was conjoined with that of 
Burpriso," But this is only one of the good results of a 
classical education. Again, when Mr Bell consulta his 
friend, Mr Dempster, on the best course of political 
study for a young peer, Mr Dempster says that this 
study is Bummed up in the old proveib, " Honesty is 
the best policy." 

In another letter we find Dr Bell sending Mrs Eerkft- I 
ley "a dozen elegant dried bottle bonnets." "What these 
bonnets are I canaot tell; I have made inquiries in 
various directions, but without result. Considering, 
however, the fact that bonnets have been waxing and 
waning, growing into and out of all shapes, growing 
beyond and beneath knowledge, transforming themselves 
from gigantic tunnels and coal-acuttles, which they were 
in 1836, into almost invisible half-crowns, it is not dif- 
ficult to believe that historic darkness and oblivion will 
settle for ever on the particular form of a bottle bonnet. 
It is, perhaps, an even greater mystery why Mrs Berke- 
ley should have a dozen. Mrs Berkeley also mentions 
" a young Scot," who is one of the six preachers of the 
Canterbury CathoUtal. It gives a clearer idea of the ■ 
[ arduous nature of the labour of these gentlemen that I 
I they preach two sermons a-year each. And Mrs Berke- I 
ley's moral is well worth pondering : " My advice to all I 
BOple who mean to succeed is ever to plough with the .] 
heifer, if they mean to rise ; for, whether the lords of ' 
the creation know it or not, or are too proud to own it, 
we women, one way or other, openly or under the rose, 
whether we be wife, sister, or daughter, guide the world." 
' The same sprightly lady abuses without limit the w 
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of Canterbury, and saye : " Alaa 1 we liave not bad a St 
AndrewB winter. I wished myself tliere all this vile, 
frosty, acvore weatber. If I liad a good gas balloon 
Mrs Frcnshaw and I both declaro that we would set off 
in it in the beginning of November, and stay till May ; 
then off again to England. An Edinbui'gli winter may 
be had enough, hut in London I never suffered bo little 
cold as I dill in St Aiidrowa in wintor." I heartily 
agree with Mrs IJerkeley, and I admire even more 
intensely than she can the climate and the pearly tints 
and soft golden lights of the lovely skioH of this ancient 
capital. We have fuchsias growing in the open air, and 
wisteria and jessamine ; and I have myself seen roseB 
blowing in December. So that we can handicap our- 
selves up here — give Canterbury ton degrees to the good 
and to the south, and yet beat her in an easy canter. 

Another correspondent, the Kev. Mr Millingchamp, 
Elites to Dr Boll from Canton, and gives him some 
account of the natural history of the Chinese. "There 
are two species of air ; or, as the Tnlcing more pointedly 
espresses it, the air has two sexes. When they agree, 
the seasons are regular, the weather favourable, com 
grows, &c. Wlien they disagree, and the she-air will 
not permit the he-air to approach her, the consequenoaH 
are terrible. He flies round her in a whirlwind or 
typhoon; earthquakes ate caused by the male air en- 
closed in the bowels of the earth and straggling to make 
his escape. The souls of good men after death take up 
their residences in the he-air and become josses or semi- 
gods : the souls of bad men pass into the she-air, and 
become so many devils," This is quite in accordance 
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with the character of the Chinaman. A country in 
which roses have no fragrance, wheel-barrowa are driven 
by sails, roads have no vebiclos, ships no keel, ■workmen 
no Sabbath, and magistrates no sense of honour ; where 
the place of honour is the left, the sign of being puzzled 
is to scratch the knee, and the seat of intellect the 
stomach, — is a country whgre men .will believe any- 

Mr Dempster writes to him in 1792 to come home. 
" The truth is," he says, " Nature calls ue strongly back 
to our original haunts ; where we sought our birds -neats 
is the spot where we wish to smoke our pipe and take 
our snuff in old age. There was a man who retired 
some time ago from Copenhagen with a fortune, to 
build a house nndet^round, and live upon train-oil at 
home. So return you will, and encounter with pleasure 
the north winds of the Scores and the links of St 



Another friend and correspondent warns Dr Bell not 
to speak so loud in argument, and, at least now and 
then, to allow othere to say soraetliing. " Mrs Hoyd's 
remarks on the pitch of your voice in argument are not 
wholly unfounded. Turn al>oid is fair play ; and your 
coUoquJst has a right to be heard sometimes." 

And BO Dr Bell came home with the desire in his 
heart for what he calls " the only solid comfort of life, 
— a union with an amiable and sweet partner ; " and 
he left the too brilhant shores of India with the good 
wishes of everybody — down to Tellisignn Pillab, who 
"presents his respectful compliments to Dr Bell, and 
much regrets that a severe cold, which confines him at 
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home, prevents him from having the pleasure of wishing 
Dr Bell a pleasant voyage in person." 

DR BELL AT HOME. 

Dr Bell came home, too, with the report of the 
Madras Asylum in his pocket, which he made up his 
mind to publish under the title of " An Experiment in 
Education, made at the Male Asylum at Madras, sug- 
gesting a System by which a School or Family may 
teach itself under the superintendence of the Master or 
Parent." He already believed in his. System — as he 
had believed in himself — with his whole soul. Even 
the printer he tried to convert. "You will work for 
an enthusiast," he says ; " but if you and I live a thou- 
sand years, wo shall see this System spread over the 
world." The chief advantages, he points out, are at 
present two : " The younger ones can read and spell to 
the monitors twice or thrice in the morning and after- 
noon, when to the master not more than once. The 
elder boy, while he is teaching his class, is instructing 
himself." And one of his masters thus writes: "I 
had a boy, who is the dullest, heaviest, and the least 
inclined to learning I over had, who, having for six 
months past wrote upon sand, and read alternately and 
constantly while at school, is now able, not only to spell 
every word, but can toll me many words, let me ask him 
where I will ; and he appears now to have an inclina- 
tion to learning, to which, when he first came, he had 
an utter aversion." The children wrote with their 
fingers or with a stylus upon damp sand. 

In the year 1800 Dr Bell's friends are of opinion 
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I that he meditetes taking a wife. "It is the general 
■belief," says Mrs Dempster, " of all my female friends 
, that yon would only hire so dear a house, and keep a ■ 
' carriage, with a view to fascinute some coy damBeL""! 
Dr Bell, who was now 47, seema to have agreed with I 
these ladies ; for, on the 3d of November, he mairied ' 
Agnea Barclay, the eldest daughter of the Eev. Dr 
Barclay, of Middleton. 

In 1801 he is presented with tho living of Swanage, 

' in Dorsetshire,— not a bad living, of the value of over 

I £600 a-year. To this residence he goes ; aad here, for 

I the firat time, we get some glimpse of his personal man- 

I nera in a schoolroom. He goes into the Sunday-school 

' of a Mr Stickland in the village of Swanage, paces up 

and down the room, asks questions, explains passages, 

hniries from class to class, and absorbs all the attention 

I of the children, who were not accustomed to the vision 

' of a black-browed, fiery-eyed, eager Scotchman, imtil 

Mr Stickland was obliged to call to bim — "Sir, sir, 

will you be pleased to pitch yourself 1 " He hammered 

his injunctions into the monitors, Mr Stickland used to 

say, "like a blacksmith on an anviL" But his love for 

children was always with him ; and he seems always to 

have been able to win their hearts, evem when he bullied 

them into tears. Of the introduction of his System into 

the Swanage school he himself says : " It is like magic; 

order and regularity started up all at once. In half an 

hour more was learned, and much bettor, thaa had been i 

done the whole day before. They ijuit the school afe | 

dismissal with reluctance, and they rctura before their 

6 to renew tho competition," 
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Ho also introduced vaccination into Swanage, and 
" set all the old women and others in the neighbouring 
parishes inoculating with vaccine matter." One of his 
parishioners, an old man of eighty-four, thus spoke of 
him: '*You may travel far and near without finding 
his equal ; it is true he was irritable and passionate in 
his temper, but there are none without their faults." 
And then the old man begins to philosophise: "We 
are all made up of a compound matter, — earth, air, fire, 
and water ; and Dr Bell had certainly more of the fire 
than of the other ingredients in his composition* But 
if the blaze was larger and more fierce, it was sooner 
over; and jKJople of this description are more loving, 
and have better and warmer hearts than generally fall 
to the lot of others." 

And now we come to Dr Bellas connection with and 
relation to another remarkable man, Joseph Lancaster. 
Joseph Lancaster was one day walking from Deptford to 
Greenwich, when his attention was attracted by an in- 
scription, " To the glory of God and the benefit of poor 
children;" and while he was meditating on this, the 
children burst forth into singing. His heart was melted; 
and " it pleased God to implant within me a wish and 
desire that / might one day thus honour Him; and 
through all the vicissitudes of the intervening period, 
my hope was seldom long clouded. I knew not how it 
was to be accomplished ; but, being assured that it was 
a divine impression, my mind was constantly endeavour- 
ing to find out a way. I had not long entered into the 
straw-hat business ; but I was persuaded this was the 
channel to accomplish my wisL" He adopted the mu- 
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tual aystem, and toxmi he "had no more labour with 
250 children than he had formerly with 80." In 
the year 1804, he was ansioua to become acquainted 
with Dr Bell ; and he wrote bim a letter beginning 
"Eespected Friend," and ending "Thy obliged friend 
and admirer." It is an odd sign of those educational 
times, that Lancaster enumerates among his chief diffi- 
culties, " the price of sand in London, 9s, the load." In 
one of hia letters, Dr EeU tells us that Joseph Lancaster 
tried " to form hia teachers by lectures on the passions." 
Dr Bell's more practical mind asserts that "it is by 
attending the school, seeing what is going on there, and 
taking a share in the work of teaching, that teachers ore 
e formed, and not by lectures and abstract instruc- 
tion." The fact ia both these men were right ; and if 
you could have rolled them Into one, you would have 
had a first-rate professor of education. But now a ladyi 
made a great discovery — a discovery that 
to make people's hair stand on end, to unsettle the wij 
and tempera of the gravest bishops, and to spread feaS'j 
and dismay throughout the fabric of society. This lady 
was Mrs Trimmer. The discovery ahe made was that 
" there was something in Joseph lancaster's plan that 
was inimical to the interests of the Established Church," 
And so Mrs Trimmer sounded her war-bugle; and forth- 
with Churchman and Dissenter, Bishop and Quaker, 
Tory and Whig, set to work pounding each other ham- 
laer and tongs. This discovery was made by Mrs Trim- 
mer on the 24th of September 1805 ; and in the letter 
announcing her great discovery, ahe calls this quiet, 
mthusiastie, straw-liat-iuaking Quaker, " a 
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Goliath of schismatics." Alas! even celestial minds 
are seized by rage ; and even good Christians hit upon 
this too fiery method of stating that they do not agree 
with each other. The art of calling names is a great, a 
recondite, and a useful art ; and it has been practised in 
all ages by the greatest men« Let us hear what Luther 
says of Aristotle — whom he mixed up with the erroneous 
developments and wrong-headed logicians of his time : 
"Truly a devil, a horrid calumniator, a wicked syco- 
phant, a prince of darkness, a real Apollyon, a beast, a 
most homd impostor on mankind, one in whom there is 
scarcely any philosophy, a public and professed liar, a 
goat, a complete epicure, the thrice execrable Aristotle." 
And Mrs Trimmer follows, but with unequal stops, the 
majestic pace and thunderous objurgation of the great 
Luther. And even Dr Bell does not think much of 
poor JosepL He tells Mrs Trimmer that he had " ob- 
served his consummate front and his importunate solici- 
tation of subscriptions in any and every shape," and he 
insinuates tliat he is a " conceited and ignorant quack." 
Mrs Trimmer keeps at it. On the 1st of October, she 
discovers that the quiet gentleman whom she calls " our 
friend Joseph," was " not originally a Quaker, but an 
Anabaptist, intended by his father for what they call 
a minister" The contempt and the italics are Mrs 
Trimmer*8. "Whether he changed for the love of a 
pretty Quaker, whom he married, or whether the broad- 
brim was the best cover for his schemes," etc. Too 
suspicious and improper Mrs Trimmer 1 to attempt to 
read motives which can be known only to the Maker of 
Joseph Lancaster and yourself. On the 3 0th of Novem- 
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ber in the same year (1805), she further discovers that 
Lancaster is " ignorant of every principle of good educa- 
tion, and hia plan is a direct parversion of yours," Here 
we may pause to notice a social phenomenon; and it is 
this : There is a large number of people in the world 
who will not allow you to do anything unless you do it 
in their way ; and there is another large number of 
people who will not allow you to do anything unless 
you have discovered the ideal — the beat possible and 

iceivable method of doing it. For my part, I agree 
ith the opinion of the Duke of Wellington — "Her 
Majesty's Government must he carried on." If there is 
motion and life at all, there is some power of alteration 
and of improvement ; and for this we must always 
be thankful. On the 11th of December, l)r Bell— his 
internal firoB heated by the bellows of Mrs Trimmer- 
finds out that Lancaster is " illiterate and ignorant, with 
a lirazen front, conaummat* assurance, and the most art- 
ful and plausible address, not without abihty and in- 
genuity, heightened in its effects under the Quaker's 
guise." In March 1806, Mrs Trimmer announces that 
the bishops have been got at, and that " the dignitaries 
of the Church, even the hirihegt, are fully convinced of 
the danger of the plan of forming the children of the 
lower orders into one organised body." (The italics are 
hers.) Fancy this: The -children -of -the -lower -orders- 
in - one - organised - body marching upon the Church ! 
Now, beyond all question, the Church was in danger. 
But what an attack, and what a revollitton ! It was a 
levolution that might have been bought off-' with sugnr- 

idy, and an attack to be met with toys and picture- 
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books. If only the worthy bishops could have read the 
signs of the times, and put themselves at the head of 
this "organised body of the children of the lower orders." 
The lower orders! — hut it is much more pleasant to 
turn to Dr IJell at his true work of teaching. " Here/' 
says Mr Davies, " would he often come, and, humbling 
himself to the capacity of a little child, would take a 
class, and prove his power ])y drawing out the infant 
mind." Unfortunately the difference between Dr liell 
and Lancaster asHunKHl the form of a personal dispute 
as to priority of discovery, on which it would be useless 
to enter here and now. 

In 1808 the System was introduced into Ireland. 
There it superseded an older and more vicious system, 
under which " the boy who had written the best copy 
was ordered by the master to pull the hair of the boy 
who had written the worst, and so to do until they 
arrived at their seats in the school again." This is the 
pious and charming Arcadian simplicity which always, 
in one part of the world or other, is waiting for the 
return of the coming Astnea. 

In 1809, Dr ]>ell is made Master of Sherimm Hospi- 
tal, near Durham. This was an old foundation for the 
benefit of lepers and old men. The daily allowance of 
the lepers was " a loaf weighing five marks, and a gallon 
of ale to each ; and betwixt every two a mess or com- 
mons of flesh tliree days in the week, and of fish, cheese, 
or butter on the remaining four; on Michaelmas -day, 
four messes or a goose," — and so on. 

Tub System was now making progress in every direc- 
tion, both in London and the country, and in 1810 it 
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made its iray into some of the great classical gcIiodIb, 
But in 1811 the great controversy broke out in anothM 
form. Lord Eadatock now took the trumpet 
and blew a blast of waraing to tlie bench of bishops. 
He wrote to the ' Morning Post,' that he dreamt he saw 
the whole of the bench of biahops dressed ia their robes, 
■with their mitres on their heads, and aU. in a most pro- 
found sleep. Then came a chubby-faced little man (this 
the fearfal enemy discovered by Mrs Trimmer to be 
the Goliath of the Philistines, and whom Southoy else- 
where called The Dragon), in an entire drab-colonred 
suit, and a broad-hrimmed hat, and after eyeing the 
bishops " with a sort o£ supercilious and insulting air,'* 

l-«a»Idenly exclaimod, in a slow and sonorous tone of 
Voice, " Ye slothful and mouldering puny dignitarieB^ 
iavB ye not siumbered your fUU" and so on. Next- 
Lord Radstock " perceived a lovely youth standing by 
my side clad in white, and of heavenly nuen. ' Be of 
good cheer," " he said, etc. The lovely youth was Dr 
Bell, who was by this time fifty-eight. Then l.aiicaater 
wrote to the papers ; then Dr Bell ; Mrs Trimmer joined 
■with her light skirmishers ; one or two bishops brought . 
up their heavy guns ; and there was the usual amountj 
■of noise, and insinuation, and recrimination and dnat* 
and missing the mark, and neglecting the childieo. 
through it alL Br Bell had unfortunately said that^ 
he did not propose to educate the children of the poor 
in an expensive manner, " nor even to teach them to 
■write and to cipher," whereupon Lancaster jumped upi 
and accused hini of advocating " the universal limitation. 

,of knowledge." All this, however, has no interest for 
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us now, but may well take its place in a " Museum of 
Educational Fossils." 

In the end of the vear 181 1, Dr Lell had induced a 
num>>er of nohlenien and gentlemen to found a Society, 
which was called the National Society, which still 
exists, has done a great deal of gtxxl work, and is still 
doing a great deal of go«>4l work. And the great poet 
Won Is worth, alxiut this time, cheers on I)r I5oIl by tell- 
ing him that he is happy '* to think in the present 
afllicted state of Euroi)e, that there is at the least one 
small portion of it where men are acting as if they thought 
that they live«l for some othvT puriMjse tlian that of 
munlering and oppressing each other." He was invitcil 
to iKiy a visit to Lonl Kenyon, a great friend of his, 
and an enthusiastic admirer of his educational ideas; 
and his lonlship gave orders to his butler to present 
every man-servant and Iabour«;r in his employment ^vith 
a guinea. The ])utler l^rought him the list and aiK)lo- 
gised for its length. " It cannot," Lonl Kenyon replied, 
" be too long on such an occasion, when so great and 
good a man jKiys us a visit for the lirst time." In these 
volumes we get glimpses — very partial glimpses, ]>ut still 
wortli something — of Wordsworth, Soutliey, S. T. C, 
and Hartley Coleridge. ^Miss Wordswortli sometimes 
polished I)r JUiiVa English for him; but he was not 
<[uite satisfied with this — and who is ? Tlio English 
language is so vast a field, and provides so many differ- 
ent ways of writing down one's sense, tliat every one 
likes to wander about in it at his own sweet will, and 
not to ])e set riglit by any one whatever. A young ^Mr 
liamford becomes one of his proUyes. This gentleman 
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tells some remarkable stories about the merooTy of SUl 
Coleridge, 'wlio was one of hia class-fell owa. " Hartley ■ 
was very irregular in, his time of attending school. He ' 
used to run in about ten o'clock, with hia hat on his 
head, chewing a slate-pencU in his mouth. 'Where 
have you been 1 ' said the master. Hartley, laughinK, ' 
really don't know.' ' You are a strange fellow. Hartley, ( 
to go on in this way. Get me sixty lines of the tenth J 
book of the Hiad.' ' Shall I say them i 
While visiting a friend of Wordsworth's, Sir GeorgeJ 
Beaumont, he received a letter from a friend in Leicea 
tersliiro, teDing him that " several families in hie neigli*^ 
bourhood have been rendered a heaven upon eaith by I 
teaching." And a learned judge writea to the eame.a 
gentleman, " I really think that hia plan, if rightly e 
ducted, is one of the most stupenilous engines that ever ] 
have been wielded, since the days of our Saviour, for | 
the advancement of God's true religion upon earth." 

Dr Bell's chief occupation in 1813 was acting as I 
general inspector of all his schools ; and his favourits I 
pupil, Mr Bamf ord, tells us that he could not give thia J 
up, that " his feelings of restless vanity, unless relieved .■ 
by indulgence, would have made him inte 
able." He scolded and bullied the masters 
of their pupils ; and " his style of talking to them, and 
remarks, with a kind of boundless rage and bluster, 
were, iu their situation, not only unkind and unneces- 
sary, but vexatious and oppressive." "He regarded 
money," Mr Bamford goes on to say, " as the primum 
mohile and the only efficient stimulant in the world." 
He excited masters by a negative kind of threat. 
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Baid, " Do thb, or you shall >k* nmlcted, or leave your 
situation." Tlie masters were subject to weekly and 
monthly fines ; and he j»aid " accorrling to the periodi- 
cal state of the scho^jL" " I can do more," said he to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, taking half-a-crown out 
of his pocket, " I can do more with this half-crown than 
you can do with all your fixf^l salaries." May we not, 
then, justly rrrgar«l Dr I5ell as the Father of the System 
of Payment by It<-?ult8l rJrf?at warriors liv<*<l l)efore 
Achilles, but then; was no Homer to sing their praises, 
and great practical, or pmgniatical, educationists have 
also existed iKifore Mr Kobert Ixiwe. 

The corresfKmdence to the w.'cond volume has not 
much of int<in;st. ]5ut, in one letter of I>r liell's to 
the famous Mr K<lgeworth, we find that he has taken 
a terrible dislike to all teacli«*rs, and a corrc»8ponding 
affection for all pupils. H(j says : " It is among the chil- 
dr(;n and youth of the schord that I have leam<Hl what I 
know, not among their masters, sometimes as jjrejudiced, 
bigot<i<l, and iKjrverse, as their scholars are ingenuous, 
ing(;nious, and tmct'ibhi. It is in this book, I have said, 
that I ac^^uired what I know ; and it is in this book I 
have recommended you to study — a eehool full of chil- 
drm** Mr Dempster writes to tell him to get "pre- 
BcnUjd at Court, and now and tlien to attend the levies; 
get better ac(piaintod with the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury and the liishoj) of London, etc. ; bustle to be made 
canon or prebendary ; that is the road to a ])i8hopric ; '* 
and so on. An able correspondent, Mr D. P. Watts, 
sends Dr Bell an account of an accident with some 
ftftusiblo educational commentaries. There are, unfor- 
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^V' tunately, sliU a number of people wlio tliink they muBt 

^B act the part of Providence to their neighbours, and 

^" tarange everything "for their good." At the close of 

his letter, Mr Watts makea the remark : " The stability 

of a country begins in the school." The same corre- 

Ispondent mentions the death of a " schoolmaster in 
Swabia, who had superintended a seminary fifty-one 
years with severity. He had given 911,500 caninga, 
134,000 floggings, 209,000 custodies, 13C,000 tips with 
aie ruler, 10,200 boxes on the ear, 22,700 tasks by 
heart, 700 stands upon peaa, 600 kneels on a sharp 
edge, 500 fools' caps, 1700 holds of rods." After this, 
one can only ask, almost fainting : where were the 
police 1 Poor Lancaster is attacked in thiB corre- 
spondence also. }Sjc Southey goes so faj as to say 
I that ha "will convict him of falsehood and deal 
I with him accordingly." In another letter, he aays, 
" The Dragon " — meek little chubby-faced Lancaster — 
" is now in the same state as the old serpent at Want- 
ley, when Moore of Moore Hall had given him the last 
\ fatal kick." 

In 1815 Dr Bell comes back to Scotland and revisits 
I St Andrews. But he did not care for the country or 
the scenery, but only for the schools. " Kothing," he 
says, " is curious, or interesting, or beautiful in my eye 
but the face of children — but the infant mind — but the 
spiritual creation." In 1816 a Committee was formed, 
with. Principal Playfair as its chairman, to introduce Dr 
' Boll's system into his native city. The plan of this 
Committee ia sent to him, and he replies that he will 
give material aid, on his own principle, to wit, that "a 
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salary given, in(lei)endent of success, is a premium for 
neglecting duty." 

In August of this year ho goes to the Illiino and sails 
down it " on a raft, everywhere within an inch of tlie 
surface of the water, except two watch-towers for the 
steersman, which liave a commanding view of the sur- 
rounding country. This lloat of timber is 700 feet long 
and 70 wide, and carries only four houses, and fifty men 
engaged in its navigation. Some iloats have 40 houses, 
numerous families, and are Lirger in pr()i)ortion." In 
tliis excursion he meetH with the great Testalozzi, whom 
he calls ''a man of genius, benevolence, and enthusiasm." 
About this time, too, commisHioiuirs are sent to wait 
upon him to learn his SyHtcjm — from Sweden, Switzer- 
land, and Kussia. In 1818 he received the offer of a 
stall in Hereford Cathedral. lUi had to preach four 
English and four Latin sermons, to sit for forty days 
in the prebendal stall without any duty to perform, to 
sit tliree hours every Sunday and holiday, and twice 
every week-day, and never to walk ])ey()nd the walls of 
the city during this i)eriod. In 1818 he preached a 
8(}nnon on his System, kept his amanuensis uj) a night 
and a day copying it, preached for an hour, and took 
off his spectacles to wipe them — when the congregation 
thinking he had come to an end, rose up, and the good 
Doctor shouted "*God bless my soul!' and, instantly 
reconmiencing, went on for half an hour longer." In 
1817 the Emperor of Kussia sends him a diamond ring. 

I must now pass over the remaining years, and come 
to 1831. "His money," says his biographer, "was now 
a burden to him." Much of his time was spent in 
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making wills ; and Mr Davies, hia secretary, spent J 
much of his time in copying and recopying them, 
the 11th of May 1831, he writes to his bankera to I 
transfer £120,000 to certain gentlemen in St Andrew^ I 
entreats them " to make all despatch— no time must bo A 
lost." This was done. Meanwhile, Miss Bell wanted | 
to come and see him at Cheltenham, where he ^ 
living; he wrote to say she might come, and as soon I 
as the letter had gone, he wrote to say she must not I 
She came however, and he gave her his cottage, 
covering used at the coronation of George the Fourth, 1 
his silver plate, gold coins, rings, tea-service, trinkets, ' 
I and money. But Miss Bell got it into her head that • 
I her diatinguiahed brother " was not in his right n 
^and that he was not in a fit state to make his will. The 

■ Doctor discovered this, and placed a paper in her hands 
I ordering Ler to leave his house immediately, lie was 
I every day becoming more and more impatient to hear 
I yrhat was doing with hia money. " My solicitude dis- 
I tresses me much. Excuse my anxiety. There ia danger 
I iB the deJay of a day." In June he wants all hia money 
I to be thrown into Chancery, and the trustees along with 

He nest asks the truatees to come down to Chel- 
l tenham to see him. 

Picture to yourself the situation. An old man, nearly 
Weighty, who had totally lost the power of speech, with , 

■ hia facnltiea and eager spirit all alive, but without 
the power of giving adequate expression to them, with 
£120,000 to give awuy and no one to trust, with the 

I belief that his System was to be the salvation of the 
world, and yet with little hope of seeing this System con- 
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fidod to good and safe hands. Tlio trustees, when they 
came, found him with his head sunk u|)on his breast, 
and he could talk with them only tlirough a skto. He 
asked them for a plan. " Wlien will you have it 1 Can 
you bring it to me to-night at eight o'clock, or to-morrow 
morning ? A i)lan we must have," etc., etc. But a plan 
for a college, and for the right investment of £120,000, 
cannot be made in an hour. " The trustees wore me- 
thodical in their way of doing business ; lie was capri- 
cious and vehement. They were slow ; he was quick. 
They were very patient ; he was at times very violent 
Fire and water would have combined more easily." 
After the trustees left, he enters into a long and 
violent correspondence with them; he accuses them 
of " concocting the trust-deed, and that they surrepti- 
tiously ol)tained it from him, under circumstances of 
painful and discjualifying enactment." They reply 
iirmly but modestly; he tells them their "declama- 
tion is written to give a death-l)low to my debilitated 
condition, or for a posthumous epistle to the grave, 
which tells no tales." He tells them to write by return 
of post, and by every post. He writes a holograph deed 
on the 21st of Decemljer, and he executes another on 
the 29th, which he says "perhaps supersedes it." He 
speaks of the "studied eml)aiTa8sment8, machinations, 
devices, and distortions, and perversions of the propo- 
sitions of a dying, speecliless, and insulated man, with 
funds undi8j)osed of, and the multii)lication of writings 
contrived for this j)urpose are inconceivable by those 
who are not in such a situation." His last wishes were 
expressed in a paper which he drew up at intervals 
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shortly before his death. He signified his approval of 
this twelve houis before his departure ; bat he did not 
live to sign it. 

Hia intellect and memory ■were unimpaired, and his 
affections were as eager as ever. At half -past ten on 
the night of the 27th of January, his doctor said to 
him, "How are you, my dear air?" and in half an hour 
afterwards his breathing became languid ; and at length 
gently and calmly ceased altogether; and no man saw 
at what moment the fiery, passionate, entliusiastic soul 
took its departure for another world. He only quietly 
ceased to be. He was buried among the illustrious dead 
in Westminster Abbey. 

The correspondence in the third volume need not de- 
tain us long. Dr Gray writes from Biehopwearmouth 
about " Harrogate damaela and ladies, young, handsome, 
and accomplished ; of barons and baroneta enthralled ; 
and of schools enthuBiastically patronised." We, of this 
generation, may be thankful that we have got beyond 
that : we only want our work to take ite right place 
among other kinds of work, without prejudice and with- 
out patronage. George Dempster draws an enthusiastic 
picture of the result of Dr Bell's labours ; "Ploughmen, 
between their yokings, reading the Old Testament ; the 
New read by milkmaids and duatmen ; cobblers solv- 
ing problems algebraieaUy ; and girls drawing maps of 
Europe on their samplers." And he repeats his advice 
to Dr Bell to strive for the mitre ; " biahopricB have 
been obtained for trumpery essays on chemistry, and 
archbishoprics for flogging Westminster schoolboys, — 
then, why not you 1 " 
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You will ]M?rli{ii>8 aj(roo with me that it has not 
})een unint<}reHting to tiiku a hackward look on the early 
l)(i;^iniiingH of popular inHtruction in tliis country ; and 
if any ono hIiouM ank for the nionil of ])r lUilVa story, 
I think it ifl to 1x3 fr)iin(l in the divine words, — words 
which are writtcjn in hdtc^rs of lire uj^on the face of the 
coiunioneHt human life. '' The faHhion of this world 
paHHeH away, and the luHt thcniof; hut lie tliat doeth 
the will of (Jod ahidc'th for ever." And this, too, is 
a voiee Htraight from Heaven: "Whatsoever thy hand 
lindeth to do, do it with thy mij^ht; for there is neither 
wisdom nor device in the grave, whither we all hasten." 
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[The Educational works of Dr Bell amount to several 
thousand pages; but they cannot be recommended to 
the perusal of even the most enthusiastic student of 
education. There is much dust, chaff, and inorganic 
matter in them ; and it is only here and there that one 
finds something worth picking up. I have thought it 
right to go carefully through the volumes, and to select 
what might possibly be worth reading and thinking 
about. This is contained in the following pages.] 

" The advantages of teaching the alphabet, by writing the 
letters with the fingers in sand, are many. It engages and 
amuses the mind, and so commands the attention, that it 
greatly fncilitates the toil, both of the master and the scholar. 
It is also a far more effectual way than that usually practised, 
as it prevents all learning by rote, and gives, at the instant 
and in the first operation, a distinct and accurate notion of 
the form of each letter, which in another way is often not 
acquired after a long period, and after a considerable progress 
in reading, as may be seen in those who write letters turned 
the wrong way, and other instances familiar to every one. 
It Hkewise enables them, at the very outset, to distinguish 
the letters of a similar cast, such as 6, d, j9, and q, the diffi- 
culty of which is known to almost every person who has 
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taught or luamed the alpliubet, as it is commonly taught 
und learned. While it thus removes every obstacle which at 
first ])uzzles beginners, and interrupts their progress, it at 
the same time teaches the scholar to iiTite, and is the best 
preparation he can have for this next stage of his progress." 



" When a bad, lying boy comes to school, the teacher of the 
lower classes nmst find a good }>oy to take care of him, teach 
him right jirinciples like the other boys, treat him kindly, 
reconcile him to the school, and render him happy, like the 
refit, in his situation, and in his school and playfellows.'' 



"*^i 



All political writers are agreed, that on the education of 
youth depends the fate of em])ires.' — Aribtotle. Such have 
been the o])inion and judgment of the greatest men and 
ablest writers, from the time of Aristotle to that of Burke, 
who jironounces 'education to be the cheap defence of 
nations.' " 

" The grand principle of Dr Bell's System, is the division 
of labour, applied to intellectual purposes, llie objects are, 
' to continue attention without weariness ; to (|uit nothing 
until it is distinctly and ])ermanently fixed on the mind ; 
and to make the pupils the instruments of their own instruc- 
tion.' " 

*^ In respect both of the distinctness of what is taught, 
and the mode of acquirement, the new system is pre-eminent. 
Nothing is proposed that is not clearly and distinctly learnt ; 
and the manner in which that learning is acquired converts 
the schoolroom into a kind of literary playground ; differing 
only from their common play -place in the greater eagerness 
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of the BcholaTS to obtain their object, and in their deeper 
regret at failing in it. It is thus that dalight prepares the 
way to improvement, and that pleasnre bewnies the hand- 
maid of knowledge." 



I 



" Our Savionr tells us, that if we enter into tha kingdom 
of heaven, we mudt become as little cliildren. It is thne, 
that among children, and from them, and bj becoming bh 
one of them, that we are to learn those Bimple doctrines of 
nature and truth, innate in thera, or which readily occur 
to their minds, as yet unbiasBed by authority, prejudice, or 
custom. It ie in this school of nature and truth, pointed out 
by the Son of God, himself God, that I seek for knowledge. 
It ia among the children and youth of the school, not among 
their masters, sonietimea as prejudiced, bigoted, and perverse, 
as their scholars are ingenuous, ingenious, and tractable. It 
this book, I have said, that I acquired what I know j 
luid it is in this book I have recommended you to study — a 
echool full of children." 



" The first and grand law of the new school is, that every 
(cholar, by a perpetual and generous competition with his 
fellows, finds for himself his level, and increasingly rises and 
falls in his place in the doss, and in the rajiks of the school, 
according to his relative attainments. It is thus that the 
dunces, as they are called, from other schools are no longer 
dunces when they enter a Madras school, and breatlie a I 
Madras atmosphere. 

The second main law of the Madras school is, that its 
.instruction be conducted in a gradually progressive o 
'itrfstttdy by easy, adapted, and perfect lessons." 



" Let no master, as he values tlie satisfaction and approba- 
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tion of the viftitora and dircctorfl of liiR Rchool — the profit and 
delight of his ])upilB — tlie gratification of their parents and 
friends — the g0(Ml opinion of the i)ublic — and his own ease and 
comfort — tliink he has done his duty wliile he has a single 
child in his scliool wlio docs nr)t make daily progress accord- 
ing to liis cai)acity — who is not ])erfectly inHtructed in every 
lesson as he goes along. I^iit let it also be remembered that 
the scholar's time must not Ih* wasted by repeating again 
and again what is already familiar to him, exce])t as far as is 
necessary to prevent its being forgotten." 



" 1. The Asylum, like every well-regulated school, is arrange<l 
into fonns or chiss(>R, each composed of as many scholars as, 
having made a similar progress, unit<j together. The scholar 
ever finds his own level, not only in his class, but also in the 
ranks of the school, being ])romoted or degraded from place 
to places according to his relative proficiency. 

" 2. Each class is, when i)reparing their lessons by them- 
selves, ]»aired off into tutors and puj>ilfl. 

"Thus in a class of thirty-six scholars the eighteen best 
and most trusty are tutors respectively to the eighteen 
worst. 

" This arrangement, by no means an important link in the 
chain of self-tuition, is frequently dispensed with ; and when 
continued lessons take place, as in the schools of the National 
Society, it is of course superseded. 

" 3. To each chiss is attache<l an assistant-teacher, whose 
business is, as the name implies, to act under, with, or for 
the teacher. 

" 4. Thu teacher who, with his assistant, has charge of the 
class, as well when learning as saying their lessons, and is 
responsible for their order, behaviour, diligence, and ini- 
l)rovement. Both the teacher and his assistant say their 
lessons with their cLiss. In the conduct of a school, the two 
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ind departments are inBtniction. and discipline. 'Disci- 
* (says ABoham) 'without inBtniction is mere tyranny, 
mA ioatmction without discipline little better than, useless 
■tallc.'" 



I 



in unfounded complaint that very few Icamera are 
■ naturally endowed with the faculty of underatanding the 
t leBflona which are preBcribed to them, and that moat do iii 
r reality lose their labour and tinie from defect of genius. 
t Quite otherwise is the fact ; for you will find the generality 
Ei^f men quick in conception and prompt to leam. This is 
i the cliaiacteTistic of man. As birds are destined by nature 
to fly, horses to run, and wild beasts to be ferocious ; so to 
us is peculiar the (agitation) working and sagacity of the 
mind. Hence it is believed tliat the human soul is of celes- 
tial origin. The dull and the indocile are no more conform- 
able to the nature of man than bodies which are accounted 
prodigies and monsters. But these are very rare." — QuiNC- 

TILIAN. 

"Another practice of the Madras scJiool is of high au- 
thority and remote antiquity in the Eastern world. 'Jesus 
stooped down, and with His finger wrote on the ground' 
(John viii 6.) Writing on sand, borrowed from the Hindoo 
writing on the ground, is of a mixed nature, and applies to 
more than one branch of the scholars' studies — viz., to teach- 
ing the alphabet, digits, monoayllables, notation, arithmetic, 
and the art of writing itself. All the initiatory procesatis of 
the school being formed at the sand-board, the great difB- 
culties and impediments of learning, which chiefly occur in 
the beginning of every branch of tuition, are conquered by 

operation which gratifies the active disposition of youth, 
their love of imitation ; and like the pen and pencil, ties 
;down the mind to the single object in hand. Not a letter, 
A word, a iigiiri; can be passed over unknown or unlearned. 
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No tank can be evwlwl by the ncholar, repeated by rote, or 
(lonc^ U8 too often bapjienR, by proxy." 



'^AHcbam Hayfi, 'Tlie Hchole-botute should be counted a 
Hanctuiiry againHt fear."* 



"Mr Locke, aft<;r Htating hiw reason why 'the uflual lazy 
and Hiiort way by cbfintiHemcntH and the rod, which is the 
only inHtrunient of govttrnment that tutoni generally know, 
or ever think of, jh tlie nioHt unfit of any to be UHed in edu- 
(^ition,* concliidcH, Mntating them (hoyn) and all other acts of 
HhiviHh and corporal piinJHlinientH, are not the diHcipline fit 
to be iiHcd in the (nlucation of those we would have wise, 
g(KMi, and ingenious men, and therefore very rarely to be 
appliitd, and that only on great occasions, and cases of ex- 
tnjniity.' How would such a writer have rejoiced to have 
H(i(>.n t)ie engine of tlie new school at work ! " 



" Quinctilian, as was noticed before, in denouncing corporal 
])uniHlin)ent, is of opinion that there would not be occasion 
for its fxcrcistj — * Hi asHiduus studiorum eicactor adstiterit' — 
Mf an asHiduous exactor of his studies were to attend the 
pupil.' " 

" Mf it should be anked what is the one and great device 
for the improvement of memory, my answer would be, exer- 
cise and much employment. To reflect on many things, and 
as far us may b(t, every day, cannot but be attended with the 
Ix'hI (iifuct. Memory, more than anything, is either im- 
jnovi'd l)y cultivation, or falls off l)y neglect.' — QuiN. Wo 
must also recollect that this is accomplished by means as 
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much more lenient, as they have been found more efficacious 

than those usually employed, by means which abridge the 

labour of the master, expedite the progress of the scholar, 

and reduce the expense of the parent. And that the order 

and improvement of the school are produced by the amnae- 

ment and interest which it creates to the children, while it 

givea life, epuit, and energy to every echolastic operation, 

I'.and is calculated to render a grammar-achool in reality, as 

[ Tvell as in name, 'Indus literarina,' 'the literary play,' the 

L Irish of the ablest writers on this subject is accomplished 

r beyond their e^ipectation — ' lusus bic sit.' " 



"Were matters ordered right, learning anything they 
|i ^(children) should be taught, might be made a recreation to 
I play, OB play is to their learning.' " — Locke. 



um up the whole ; the Mailras System consists in 
(conducting a school by a single master, THEOnOH tbe 
OP THE aCHOLARS THEMSELVES, by a Uniform and 
K almost insensibly progressive course of study, whereby the 
I jnind of the child is often exercised in anticipating and dic- 
I tating for himself his successive lessons, by which the 
f memory is improved, the understanding cultivated, and 
knowledge uniformly increased — a couwe in which reading 
and writing are carried on in tbe same act, with a law of 
classification, by which every scholar finds his level, is hap- 
pily, biisily, and profitably employed every moment, ia ne- 
|ii)esearily made perfectly acquainted with every lesson as he 
s along, and without the use or the need of corporal 
ya, acquires habits of method, order, and good con- 
iHiict, and is advanced in his learning according to the full 
F'measure of bis capacity." 
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" The principle on which, in teaching the Latin grammar, 
I proceed, is (as has been fully explained) the same as in 
teacliing Euclid's elements, arithmetic, algebra, chemistry, 
geography, astronomy, or any branch of philosophy, or any 
art or science, and has been described in ' Elements of Tui- 
tion,' Part II. It is to reduce everything which is to be 
taught to a methodical arrangement, a regular gradation, 
beginning with what is plainest and simplest, and making 
that familiar by practice and repetition till it be fixed in the 
scholars mind as a habit, and proceeding gradually by short, 
easy, and almost insensible steps through the branches of 
science. This process is especially requisite with the ele- 
ments and fundamentals of granmiaticol studies. 

" If the syntax were composed on a scientific principle, its 
niles miglit, while greatly reduced in number, be rendered 
more comprehensive, more simple, more intelligible, and 
more easy of attainment. Tlie rule to be o})served in its 
composition is, that it be just and comprehensive in its 
principle, brief and systematic in its method, perspicuous 
and easy in its examples, and that usefulness be studied in 
every particular. 

'' ' Ut grammatica pra)cepta fateor necessaria ; ita velim 
esse, quantum fieri possit, quam brevissima modo sint op- 
tima. Nee unquam probavi litcratorum vulgus, qui pueros 
in his inculcandis complures annos rcmorantur.' 

" * As I acknowledge grammar rules to be necessary, so I 
would have them to be as brief as possible. Nor have I 
ever api)roved of the common herd of learned men who, in 
inculcating them, detain boys for several years.' " — Erasmus, 
De Eatione Studii. 



" The scholar being now master of his grammar books, 
and initiated in the art of construing, translating, and 
parsing, proceeds to read the easiest prose classics, with or 
without a translation. 
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" ' In whatever way, let care be taken not to teach him too 
much at once, nor to set him upon a new part till that which 
he is upon be perfectly learned, and fixed in hia mind.'" — 



" He 18 never pnt into a new lesaon, or new hook, till he 
has well learned the former ; and never put into a book till 
a trial haa been made of his ability being equal to the book. 
The aimultaneons perusal of a variety of books at the com- 
mencement of the Hcholar'a course of etudy, is in consonance 
with much that is done in a grammar-achool, to perplex and 
confound the novice, at this early period. Tlie perfect 
understanding of any one author is full exercise for the 
slender faculties. Nothing should be introduced that has a 
tendency to divert the attention from this one object, or to 
distract the mind." 



" Look at s regiment, or a ahip, etc., you will see a beauti- 
ful example of the system which I have recommended for a 
single school. Look at the army and navy, etc,, and you 
will see the grand system of superintendence which pervades 
all the works of men, and wliich will guide you in the 
^'eneral organisation of youi schools. Only yours is a far 
less complicated machine. A single inspector-general, with 
hia secretary, both nominated by Government, and remoT- 
able at pleasure, will suffice to new -model the schools, 
receive reports, visit tliera, detect deficiencies, point out the 
cause of failure, and see that they are conducted according 
to the system chalked out for them, and the principles of the 
institution. In their various progress, in tlieir subsidiary 
and subordinate improvements, and the additions to our 
present practices which will occur, a wide field of practical 
knowledge will be opened. Of the new creation which it 
will raise to religion, to society, and to the State, I sliall say 
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nothing. In each school classify, appoint, or rather, where 
the scholars have made any progress, let them appoint 
teachers and assistants to each class. Short lessons, short 
books." 



" Let the progress bo secure in every step, and yon will be 
astonished at its flight. With new schools, and untaught 
cliildren, you will have an ea^y tank. Nothing is so facile 
and pleasant as to teach ah initio — nothing so difficult and 
ungracious as to unteach those who have been ill taught. 
Place into a well-regulated institution a boy who has been ill 
tauglit two or three years at an ill-conducted school, and a 
boy of the same age and cai)acity, who does not know a 
letter of the alphabet, and in a twelvemonth I shall expect 
to see the superiority inverted." 



TUE END. 
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- Endowed Territorial Work : Its Supreme Importance to 
the Church and Gauntry. Bj' William Smith, D.D,, UjuBtei of North Leith. 
Being the Baiid Lecture for 1G7J, Crawu Bvo, ex. 

- Theism. By Robert Flini', D.B., LL.D., Profeesor of 

Sivliiity In the UnlTereity of Edlnbut)ih. Being UiB Baird Lectuic for 1876. 
Third Bditloo. Crown Sto, 7s. fid. 

- Anti-Theiatic Theories. By the SAME. Being the Baird 
Lecture flir iB;?. Second Edition. Crown Svo, 10a. 6d. 

From 



The Dilemma. Cheap Edition. Crown Svo, 6a. 
A True Eefonner. 3 vols, crown Svo, £1, ss. 6d. 
BLACKIE. Lays and Legends of Ancient Greece. By John 

Btuibt Bl>cxib, FrofesHor of Greek in the Universit; of Edlabur)jh. Secoud 
Edition. Fci.p. Sto. Bs. 

BLACKWOOD'S MAGAZINE, from Commencement in 1817 to 

June iSSo. Nob. i to 776, forming 127 Volnmca. 

Index to Blackwood's Magazine. Vols, i to 50. Svo, 155, 

Tales from Blackwood. Forming Twelve Volumes of 

Interesting and Amuulni Railway Reading. Price One Shilling each in Fqier 
Cover. Sold separately at all Hallway Bookstalla. 
They may alao be had bound In cloth, 189., and in half calf, richlj gilt, 30a. 

Tales from. Blackwood. New Series. Complete in Twenty- 

ftiur Shilting Parte. Handaonicly hound in la vol*., oloth, 30a. In laalhar 
baoli, Eoiburghe style, 378. 6d. Jn ball calf, gilt, 518. 6a. In halt morocco, 

standard Novels. Uniform in size and legibly Printed. 



Ton CniNOLi'B Loo. By Uichael Scott. 
The CscrBE OF TBI MiDOE. BytbeSame. 
CVBIL THoorroN. By Captain Hamilton. 

. T, ByJohnOalt. 

. JohiiG" 

TiiL. ByJobnGalt. ,__ 

MissMoLLV. By Beatrice Hay Butt Mus U 

Beqihud Dutok. By J. G. Lockhart. .Tdhn ; 

Or In Cloth Boards, M. 64, 

Shilling Scries, lUueliated Cover. 

The BieroR, and The DoL-rou'a Fahilv. i Sir Fbizzli Pumpkin, Niodts it UEsa, 

By Urs Oliphant tic. 

The Lire or Mamaik Waoch. By D. M, The Subalteun. 

Moir, Life IN THE Fab West. Bj Q, P. Ruiton, 

Pehinbclar Scenes amc BKETcuEa. By Vit.EHiuii ; A Buman SUity. By J. G. 
P. Hardmao. I Luchbart, 

Or in Cloth Boards, iB. 6d. 

y li. D. Blackmohe, Author 
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UST OF BOOKS PUBLISHED BT 
POSCOBEL TRACTS. Bclaling to the E^scape of Charki the 

BacoDd «n« Uie BatUs or Wotcester, uid hig gubHnuant Adventnm. Edited 
br J. HuoHB, Eiiq., A.M. A Nox Edition, with sddlUoiul NoUS and lUoi- 
tnttdni, IncladinK Cainmnniotloni from Ihe Ruv, R H. Bibithh, AnUiat of 
th« ' iDgDldalijr Lqjendii' Svo, with En((ni¥tiigs, i6a. 

BEACKENBURy. A Narrative of the ABhanti War. PicMred 

Irom thf olBiilai dacuQHnti, bi iiemiluian of M^ur-Unnent Hit Ouuet Woliw- 
loy. K.C.B., K.C.H.a. Br Ib^c B. Brack ihbi^rv, R&.. AnaliUnt Milltur 
BflcntBTT to Hlr aunflt VuIhIbt. With Uspa from tJiii litoit Bamn Euda M 
tbc Btoir or Ibe Expedition, i voU. Boo, ijl 

BROOKE, Life of Sir Jamea, R&jah of Sarawak. From bin Personal 

Papon and Correipandence. Br aramBn Br Join. H.H.'i Hlnlntcr-Rtaldint 
and OnoauI-aousTal PsiuTlan Uapublli: ^ formuli Sacntur to tlw BMilh. 
WIU> Fortralt and ■ Map. Fontfiro, i». ed. 
BROUGHAM. Memoira of the Life and Timea of Henry Lord , 

BrOD^ni. Wrlttao by HnuELr. 3 voli. 8vd, j£i, la. The Voluinu an aoU ' 
Hiwatoly, pries iSa. eaoli. 
BROWN. The ForenU-r ; A Practical Treatire on the PInntinc, 
Raaiing, uid GpuotoI HnDBgeiuiDl of Fonwt'tnwg. Hi Jakeh Bimwii, Wood- 
Bumgor and Nuraoiynuui. WWi BdlUon. Bojai Bvo, *!"■ "■ ' — 



Lnaal of Botany, Anatomical and PhyBJolomcal. 
Btndont*. By RnioiiiT Brown. H.A.. Ph.D., F.^B., F.Ra.B. 

BROWN. Book of the Landed EbUIb. Containing Directions for 

tha Uaniwiuncnit an^ Dovalaptnanl or tlie Itannunwa or Lauded Fniparty. By 
BOBEBT El, BaowK, Faotor and Ealale Agont. Larga tn. with llluatratlau, an. 

BUOHAN. Introductory Text-Book of Meteorology. By AlBx- 

r. « .^ F.R.B.B., Secretary ot Uie Scoillah MolMWflliwIilal 

Bio, wlUi S Colouml Cbaita aod otbar EDgmruig*, 

BURBIDUE. Domentio Floriculture, Window Gardening, and 

Floral De«HstlonB, BelBg praoUiiol dlr«UDii> for UiD Fro|«BiUaii, Cnltura, 
and AtrangBDient of PIm& and Fiona™ u DomMtlc Omnnifnta, Br F. W. 
BtTRBItKiE. SACotid EdltlDb. Cruivn Bvo, wlUi numerone UluBtratlnna, gri. fid. 

- Cultivated Plants : Their Propagation and Improvement. 

Including Nstursl and ArtlHcisl Bybrldljutian, Rnlslna froTn Seed, Gnltlnga, 
and Loyera, Onrting and Budding, at ipjilled to the Famillaa and Oeaeta In 
Cultivation. Drown Bvo. witli nuuiemna IllDBlntlona, 19>. U. 

BURN, Handbook of the Mechanical Arts Concerned in the Con- 

Practtoal Binta on Road-miiklng and the Eoctoilng of Land. By Bubebt Boott 
Bdkn. Engineer. Becond Bdltlun. Crown Bvo. ta. ed. 

BUTE. The Roman Breviary : Reformed by Order of the Holy 

(Ectuoenical Onunolt of Tnnt ; Fubllihod by Order of Pope Bt Plua V.; aod 
Ravlaad by Clement VIII. and Urbnn VIII. ^ togellier with tbe OBIcea alnce 
Eianted. Tmnslaled out of Latin Into Bnellah byJoHK, Harquw* of Bula, 
K.T. In 1 Tula, crown Bvo, oloth boarda, odgaa anont. A», ja. 

BUTT. MiflB Molly, By Beatrice Mat Bbit. Cheap Edition, 

Delicia. By the Author of 'Miss Molly.' Fourth Edi- 

BUETON. The History of Scotland : From Agricola'g Invasion to 
tie AitlaclioD or the liiat Jac^lilte IniiiuTtwtloTi. By Johb Biu. Bvwnf, 
B>starfawrapher-llnyBt far acallaud. Bei( and, ESlu^ &iUi»a, Svala., —- ' 
Index, Orowa 8vo, £3, 3a. 
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BURTON, History of the BritiBh Empire during the Beign of 

The Cnimgonn Mountains. Crown 8vo, 38. 6d, 

CAIRD. SermonB. By John Caird, D.D., Principal of the Uni- 

Tersily of Glasgow, fDUrMenth Thousand. Fosp. 8>o, s>. 

Religion in Common Life. A Sermon preached in Crathie 

Ohnich, October i4> '85;, 1>efore BeT Uajest; the Qoerm uti Prince Albsrt. 
FDblMied br Het Usjestya Cominind. Plica One SbiUlng. Cbwp Hdltlon. 

CAMPBELL, Life of Colin, Lord Clyde. See General Shaswell, 

ut p»g8 ao. 

CAELYLE. Autobiography of the Hev. Dr Alexander Carlyle, 

Minister ol loveresk. Cuutiining HoaiocislB of the Uen ami EVBnU cri! hii 
Timo. Bdltod by John Hlu.Bus.TiiN. bto, TMrd Edition, with PorUait, 14s. 
CAUVIN. A Treasury of the English and German Languages. 
Compfled from Iba beat Aothars and LexiRographar* iq \>nUi LnogugBa, 
Adapted to the Use of SchoolJ, Students, Tfavellere, and Men of Buahiess: 
and forming a Companion to ill Oenmin-English Dictiunaiies. By JosEPa 
C*tivi», l£,D. ft Ph.D., ot the DnireraitJ of Oiittlngap, to. Crown flyo, 

JB.M. 

I CHARTERia Canonioity; or, Early Testimonies to the Existence 
I and Use of tha Books at the New Testsinent. Based on Kkohhomir's 'Qnel- 

[ leusanimlnng. ' Edited bj A. H. Chsbikhib, D.D., Pnjforeoc of BibUcal 

Criticism In UieUnivBISity of Edlnbnish. Svo, 16s, 

Life of the Rev. James Robertson, D.D., F.R.S.K, Pro- 
fessor of Divinity and Eaclesiiisttoai Higtari in tha TlnlvBMlty of Edfnbuiitfi. 
By Proiassac Cuahtibii. Willi Portrait. STo, loa. Cd. 

CHETWYND. Life in a German Village. By the Hon. Mrs 

HmHT Wmuwp Chictwhd, Autlior ot ' Nolgbboiirs and Prtends,' 'Jsnis,' 
' Udlla. d'Bstanvllla.' &c. kc. Second Edition. Crown Svo, 7s. 6d. 

CHEVELEY NOVELS, THE. 

I. A Mot>BBN HiHiKTEB. t vols. boiud in cloth, wiUi Twenty-sii Dlostntlaiu. 
U. Badl Weib. a vols. boDod in oloth. Witb Tvelve lUaitnitians byF. Bu- 



COLQUHOUN. The Moor and the Loch. Containing Minute 
iBstmcUons In all Highland Spurts, wlUi Wanderings over L'reg uid Corrie, 
Flood and Fell. By JoHW Colquhoun. Fifth Edition, greatly eulatKed. 
With Dlustrations. j vols, post Bvu, j68. 

OOTTERILL. The Genesis of the Church. By the Right. Rev. 

HKNKt CoTramu., D.D,, Bfahop of Edinbuish. Demy Svo, tSa. 

I - CRANSTOUN. The Elegies of Albius Tihullua. Translated into 

* English Vene, irith Ufe of the Poet, and litustmUve Nolo. By Jims Cbae. 



' CRAWFORD. The Doctrine of Holy Scripture respeoti 

' Aloneniant, By the lateTeoHis J, Ott.wroBn, D,I),, Profeswr of D 

tha University of Qiinbnrgh. ThlM Edition, Evo, ins. 

— The Fatherhood of God, Considered in its 1 

and Bpeeial Aflpacts, juid porticnlatly In relation to the Al^nemun 
Rovlaw ot R«wnt ijpeouiatloru on the Bub^ect., '<aA^W&'Ov;n>,%i 
Biilarged. Bvo, gs. 



LIST OF BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 
ORAWFOBU, ThcPreaclimgoftheCros<(,andotlicTSeTmaiia. Svo, 

The MysterieB of CliriBtianity ; being the Baird Lecture for 

.87*. Cn.*iiav«, 78,6.1. 

CBOSSE. Round atwiut the Curpatliians, By Andrew F. Cbobbb, 

F.CB. Bro. wHli Mu|i or the AnQior'i n>iit«, priui iH. &). 



DESCARTES. The Method, Meditations, and Prinoiples of Philo- 

•nphy u[ Doacarta. TniinUled tram tka Original Prnnuh mid Latin. With a 
Now IntroiltiutDcy Etmay, IIlBtohftl and Crltical,on th« OuteBlui Phlioiapli;. 
BvJuiiN VicmiH. LL.D., ProrBBsaroriiiiElRuid Rhstorlc In tho UniVHnlty ur 
Uluagow, A Now Udinoii, balng tbfl mglitli, Price 6ii. ed. 

BIOKSON. Japan ; being n Sketch of the Hiatorj, Government, 

Utr CANE. The OdyMoy of Homer, Books I.-XII. TranslaUid into 
EDHlkh Varau. B^air Cbaklieii Uu CtNI. K.C.H.Q. gva. lot. U. 

lES. EsBays, By the R«v. 

glnallf pabUaiHd In ' BUukwood'a . 

— The Sketcher. Originally publishod in ' Blackwood's 

MlftulDA' Poat Bvo. loa. 6iL 

OT. ImpreaBiona of ThcophraBtua Such, By Gkohqb Eliot. 

FDIUth Edition. Poatavo. ,u9. 6d. Ni'W and ctiupoi Edition. Gniirnil>o, ja. 

— Adani Bede. lUuatratcd Edition. 3B, 6d., cloth, 

— The Mill on the FIobb. lUuBtrated Edition. 38. 6d., cloth. 

— Scenes of Clerical Life. Illustrated Editioa 3a., dotli. 

— Silaa Mamer : The Weaver of Ravoloe. Illu»trut«d Edi- 

— Felii Holt, the Radical. Illuatrated Edition. 3a. 6d., cloth. 

— Romola. With Vignette. 3B. 6d,, cloth. 

— Middlemarch. Crown Svo, 75, 6d. 

— Daniel Deronda. Crown Svo, 7b. 6d. 

— Worka of George Eliot fCabinet Edition). Complete anil 
Unlfonn EdiUon. bandaoqiely printed In a now Sypa, x, volumm, orotni SVO, 
prirojCj. Tho VoliiinEB arsilao aold uparalely, prise ja. eaoh, viz.!— 

RomolB. •voU.-^ikaHamsr, ThoUrtsdVoll. BmtherJncoli. i tdL— 
Ailam Bede. a volt.— Si^i^oiui of Clerli'.al Life, i vdIk.— The Km on 
the Flou, » vols.— yelli Holt a vc.la.— MfdaieDiarch. 3 vol*.— 
Daniel Deronda. 3 vola.- Tlie SponlBh Qypay. 1 vol.— JuhU, and 
other pKenu, Old and New. 1 vol.— Tbeopbiaatiui Bucli. t vol. 

The Spanish Gypay. Seventh Edition. Crown Svo, 78. 6d,, 



Wise, Witty, and Tender Sayings, in Prose and Verae. 

aeleutadfrom the WurkBofOEOBORELiuT. Ponnii Edition, Enlarged. Tcap. 

f The Oeorge Eliot Birt\iday Book. Printed on fine paper, 

f with re<I border, BndlniiidRome\vl»ima\n<i\ofti,6Vi.. ■»Mj),tTO,t,Vatfi,^6d. 
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ESSAYS ON SOCIAL SUBJECTS. 



FEREIER. Philosopliicol Worka of tha late Janies F. Ferrier, 
A. B.Oion.,ProteMnr of MomlPhilnsophj anil FolitlcaiEranomy. St Andrews. 
New EdlOon. Eatled by Sir Alex. Ouant, Bart, D.C.L., and Prufessur 
LusHUioiuK. 3 vote, crown Bvo, 34a. 6d. 

luBtituteB of Metaphysic. Third EJition. los. 6d. 

Lectures on the Early Greek Philosophy. Second Edition. 
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FEKBIE& Geoi^ Eliot and Judaiam. An Attempt to appreciate 

■ Siulel Derooda.' Bv PcofBaaor DaviD Kaufunn. nf tlip J«wlsb TJiealngl<!id 
Seinlnaiy. Burls-F^tfi. TruUBUted from the Uerniui b; J. W. Febbieb. 
Second EditioD. CroWD Svo, :a, M. 

FINLAY. History of Greece wider Foreign Domination. By 

the lata OEORor Finlat, LL.D., Atlieni. 6 vols. Bvo— viz. : 
Greece under the Romana. B-c. 146 to a.d. 717. A Historical 

BoidaDi until Uia Eitioction ol Die Romiis Powu in tlie East. Second 
liditioo, 1 6a. 

History of the Byzantine Empire. A.D. 716 to 1204 1 and of 

£;■!*■ 6<L 
Greece under Othoman and Venetian Domination. A.D. 1453 

History of the Greek Revolution of 1830. s vols. Svo, £1, 48. 

FLINT. The Philosophy of History in Europe. Vol. I., contain- 
ing tUe Bisury uf tliat PliiLuaopby in France and Gemunr. B>- Robcut Flist, 
D.D.,LUD.,Fra[liaiH>to( Divinity, University of BdlDlmreh. Bvo, ija. 

Theism. Being the Baird Lecture for 1876. Thinl Edition. 



FOREIGN CLASSICS FOR ENGLISH HEADERS. Edited 

by Mra Olii'Iiajit. Pricie m. 6d. 

aKpubliahtdr—l. Dantb, By tlie Eklitor.— II. VoLTAIItE. ByHitjor- 
deneral Sir B. B. Hmnley.— lU. Pabc.1., By Principal TuUocli.— IV. 
Pi.TBAHrii. By Henry Beeve. C.B.— V. Qdethi. By A, flaywor.!, 
tJ,G-Vl, HOLIKHE. By tho Editor and F. Tarver. M.A—VII. Mo»- 
rAinNi. By Rev. Canon CaJlina, U A.— VIII. nuELAia. By Walter 
Bount, M.A.— IS. Calderob. By E. J. BawlL— X. Baikt Suioh. 
By Clifton W. CulliuB. M.A.— SI. Cervantes. By the Editor. 
E pnfnnUuin :— CDnNEii.i.E ahd Racine. By Hrnity U. Tnllope. — 

By HeniyOraliani.— L* Fo'.t.rnE. By Rev. Canon Collin*, M. A.— | 
Uadame am Sevione and Maoame qe Btaei.. B^ Uvn 'ncui.'iKvev. 
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LIST OF BOOKS PUBUSHED BY 
7RASER. Handy Book of Onitimvntal Cuniren, auil n( Bliododen- 

dnmi ADd other Amrriimn Flnwurlojt Hlirubji. tuitibli far llie ClliuaM uid Sollt 
otUribitn. WlUidnxTltitinniintttxilM-tkii.rlii. niiil nmiUliiiiig Uxi-rul UIdU 
for Uiclr iiicpMifiil CultlviUniL Uy lIvaH fuiui, I^Uuir uf tlio BoUnMal 
SiHiictrurEdlubargh. CruwiiSVU, U. 

OALT, Annala oflhe Parish. By John Galt. Ftap. 8vo, as. 

— The Provost. Fcap. 8vo, 2». 

— Sir Andrew Wylio. Fcnp. Bvo, 3h. 

— The Entail ; or, Thu Ulrd of Grii>py. Fwip. 8vo, as. 
GARDENER, THE: A Magazine of Hortionltum iind Floriculturo. 

RillU'l liy T1»il> TriuMJHiN, Author »l ' Tim Himlr-Biwk ut the >'loHrr-0>r- 
■iHi.'lU],; AHiolnlliyiiSUiirofthabiwtiiniiiUiMtJ WninK l>uhllahodHciuUily, 

GENF.UAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OP SCOTLAND. 

— FiiiLiiiT I'niyifin. Aiitlioriii'i] by tho Oent^ral Assemblv of 

thi> Chiii.li ihf SnutlnnJ, A Nuw BaitlbH, umvm 8ro, Id lurti tjiw, «i, eo. 

- Pmynw for Social ttiiil Fnniily Worsliip, For tlie Use of 

SoUMn, WUm, ColunU^, uiA OnSimrom In ln<J1«. uid othor PnnuD*. at 
hnme ind ■btoad, wbn era ctenrlvni of Uw onllnan urvlm ut ■ ObrleUu 
Miulaln. C1>M1> KdiUan, ii. id. 

— The BuottUh HymonL Hymns fur Public Worship. PuV 

Uahed Ite Uh In OiunthM by AnlliDrtt]r of the Otwnl iuamMt. VattOOl 
■[m>— vli. : I, lugv trm, rnr ]iiil|ilt nee, «loth, ]>. U. i. tioB^ilmtt tjH^ 
bIoUi, red edget, ». ta, ; VrtDiib naraoco. le. 6d. ^ ulf, en. j. UowmdIii 
tvne, elDtli, rut mlgea, le, ; Fnnnli inDmeiiD, ■■. 4. HinlDD Ijue, lin]> etoth, 
6(1.: PnnebninniceA, ta. ed. t. Sl^baul Edrtlnr In npercavBr, ad. fl. Ch<i- 
dren'e H^Rind, iMpar Dgxr id. Mo. i, bound wlUi tb« Pealin) and Vtm- 
phnuHi, olnth, a. ; Frmoli tnomnoo, 4a. &1. j oalf, 7a. 6d. Su, 8, bound with 
the Piiline and l^iraphraaee, olatb, m. ; Prenoh inoiwvo. ]•. 

— The Suottish Hymnal, with Music. Selected by the Cnm- 

mllleeion Bymneand onPaalniDd;. Tlio hannnnlBe BnanKKd byW. IL Honk. 
Cluth. le, 6d. : Frencih morouoo, ja 6d. The eame in Uia TUDlc Bol-b tlotltiM, 
le, M. and )>. &1. 

LARD. Reatn: What'a in a Name 1 By E. D. Qsraxo. 

Thne Tola, poet 8vo, a;*. 6J. 

GLEIO, Tlie Subaltern. By Q. R. Qleki, M.A., late Cliaplain- 



The Great Problem : Can it be Solved 1 8vo, 109. 6A, 



I. Poems and Ballade of Oocthe. Translated by Professor 

ArrouM and Sir Theouore Uabtih, K.C.B, Titird Edition, ftap, 8vu, 6a, 

GORDON GUMMING. At Home in Fiji. By C. F. GoftDON 

...... ...___ ..._ ... !._,■. ,jg j^^ HIipaJByBK,' lo a vuhi. poet 



Bllh FortniiU and other Illuit 

Memoir of Lord LynciocVv. SccOT\itto.\QTv,tt-nv«\v?i'(iij ^. 



WILLIAM BLACKWOOD AND SONS. 11 

GRANT. Buah-Life in Queensland. By A. C. Grast. In 2 
volt, crown Btp. [In On Pnn. 

GEANT. Incidents in the Sejiov War of 1857-58. Compiled from 

tha Privale Joumsla ol Uio Ul* Qeiioral Sir Hope GiusT, G.C.B, i tOEOlhEr 
wUli SDinsi EnplaQaUir; CliBpUia by CaptBin Uenst Ksollvb, R.A. Crown 

GRANT. Memorials of the Castle of Edinburgh. By Jamkb 

Grant. A Nen Edillon. Crown Sto. mth ti Engnviiigs, ae. 
HAMERTON. Wenderholme : A Story of Lancashire and York- 

IIAMILTON. Lectures on Metaphyaics. By Sir William Hamil- 
ton, a-irt, Profesaor of Logic and Bebipbysics In t)io University of Bttlnbuiah. 
EditMhytlieBcv-H, L. M*saKL, B.D,, LKD., Doan of 8t Paqrs: and Johb 
Vkihh, U.A., PrortsDor lit Logle aud Rlietorlo, GlasgDW. Biilk Bditloo. z 

Lecturea on Logic. Edited hy the Same. Third Edition. 

DiscusaioDH on Philosophy and Literature, Education and 

UiiiTcrsiCy Selona. Third Edition. 3vg. 21B. 

Memoir of Sir WiOiain Haniilton, Bart., Professor of Logic 

aori MetiipliyiilL'9 In Uia Hulveraity nt EiliiLliurgiL By Prof^aor Veitch at tha 
Viilversity of Glasgow. Bvo. witli Portrait. iSa. 

HAMILTON. Annab of the Peninsular Campaifpis. By Captain 
Thomas HAUTLn)N. Eklited by F. HnrdmEiD. Bvo, 163. Atlas or Ui.ps to 
illiiatnia the CaiDliKignB. lis. 

HAMLEY. The Operations of War Explained and Ilhiatrated. By 
wllhnmJi^oB^SjMtr^t^i^'jo^. "^ ' ""'""' '™^ "" ' *"■ 

The Story of the Campaign of Sehastopol. Written in the 

Caui]>. WtUiUiustrattonsdntwu In Camp by the Author. Svo, jib. 

On Outposts. Second Edition, 8yo, as. 

Wellington's Career ; A Military and Political Summary. 

Crown Sto. u. 

Lady Lee's Widowhood. Crown Svo, 2B. 5d. 

Our Poor EelationH. A Philozoic Essay. With Illustra- 
tions, chiefly by Ernest Orlsat. Crown Svo, cloth gilt, ja, 6d. 

HAMLEY. Guilty, or Not Guilty 1 A Tale. By Major-Geneml 

W. G, Haulbv, late of tlie Royal Engineers. Hew Edition, Ctown Svo, 39. 6d. 

The House of Lya : One Book of ita History. A Tale. 

HANDY HORSE-BOOK ; or, Practical Instructions in Riding, 

SrlTlng.and the Qeueral Care and IKanagenient ot Hoises. By 'Uaoekia ' 
A New Edition, with 6 Eogravlaga, ta- ^. 



_., V. J. B. Hakbord, 

Ion, Adinlnlty. Crown SIO. Iliuetrated wllb Dlsgrama. 6a. 

DeflnitionB and Diagrams in Astronomy and Navigatioi 



LIST OP BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 
I BABDMAN. Scenen and Adventurea in Central Amerii^a. Edited 

t>r FUDEHICII filRDHAN. CnWTI SVU. 6|I. 

I HASTINGS, poems. By the Luiiv Flora Hastings. Edited liy 

' liBf BiBiwi, On UM HirchLoBMi of Buta. Beuond Edition, with ■ Pgrt.-" 

I HAY. The Works of the RiRht Rev. Dr George Hitv, Biohop of 

* Eitlnburgh. Edited tuidertlwBupervUloB oF U^a Bight Orv. BlihunBTH' — 

With Memoir und Portrait at the Author, j vole, oruivn iva, bouni 1u e 
nloth, iCt, It Or, Hold nepintel)-— vlt : 

— The Sincere Christian Instnioted in the Faith of Christ 
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